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§ 101.003. Child or Minor; Adult

(a) "Child" or "minor" means a person under 18 years of age who is not and has not
been married or who has not had the disabilities of minority removed for general
purposes.

(b) In the context of child support, "child" includes a person over 18 years of age for
whom a person may be obligated to pay child support.

(c) "Adult" means a person who is not a child.
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§ 101.016. Joint Managing Conservatorship

"Joint managing conservatorship" means the sharing of the rights and duties of a
parent by two parties, ordinarily the parents, even if the exclusive right to make
certain decisions may be awarded to one party.
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§ 101.019. Managing Conservatorship
"Managing conservatorship" means the relationship between a child and a
managing conservator appointed by court order.
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§ 101.024. Parent

(a) "Parent" means the mother, a man presumed to be the father, a man legally
determined to be the father, a man who has been adjudicated to be the father by a
court of competent jurisdiction, a man who has acknowledged his paternity under
applicable law, or an adoptive mother or father. Except as provided by Subsection (b),
the term does not include a parent as to whom the parent-child relationship has been
terminated.

(b) For purposes of establishing, determining the terms of, modifying, or enforcing
an order, a reference in this title to a parent includes a person ordered to pay child
support under Section 154.001(a-1) or to provide medical support for a child.

101.024 % #
(@ M8l L1, B REHEEIND B, REEMICIRESNTZT, EHEHEDO D D EH
FTCR & SN, WYRIEICESERME AR ENTZH ., UTHERE L IETHER




101.029 5
5 LA TR
AP Tl possession
EWVWH, Z 2T TR
A N

153 E|Z possession
DEE SN D,

FEWRTS, OEICIAIRCERE, TORBIRATERENKT LEFITT 2825
F200,

M)A ORSL, S OFH, MEOLEE, FHLIIIMETOPITOHIZ, Bico
WTOAREOSMRIL, 154.001(a-1)5RIC Té%wﬁaéwiﬁw%ét%hfwé%\

BHLLEFTOEDICEREOZIWEM LN TWLEEE T,

§ 101.025. Parent-Child Relationship

"Parent-child relationship" means the legal relationship between a child and the
child's parents as provided by Chapter 160. The term includes the mother and child
relationship and the father and child relationship.
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§ 101.029. Standard Possession Order

"Standard possession order" means an order that provides a parent with rights of
possession of a child in accordance with the terms and conditions of Subchapter F,
Chapter 153.
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Sec. 101.031. SUIT. "Suit" means a suit affecting the parent-child relationship.
101.031 % #Fix

MFFz ) &id, BPBIRICEEL 52 D5F 2 2 BT 5,

Sec. 101.032. SUIT AFFECTING THE PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP. (a)
"Suit affecting the parent-child relationship" means a suit filed as provided by this
title in which the appointment of a managing conservator or a possessory conservator,
access to or support of a child, or establishment or termination of the parent-child
relationship is requested.

(b) The following are not suits affecting the parent-child relationship:

(1) ahabeas corpus proceeding under Chapter 157;

(2) a proceeding filed under Chapter 159 to determine parentage or to establish,
enforce, or modify child support, whether this state is acting as the initiating or
responding state; and

(3) a proceeding under Title 2.
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TITLE 5. THE PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP AND THE SUIT AFFECTING THE PARENT-CHILD
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SUBTITLE B. SUITS AFFECTING THE PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP
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CHAPTER 151. RIGHTS AND DUTIES IN PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP
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Sec. 151.001. RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF PARENT.
the following rights and duties:

(1) the right to have physical possession, to direct the moral and religious
training, and to designate the residence of the child;

(2) the duty of care, control, protection, and reasonable discipline of the child;

(3) the duty to support the child, including providing the child with clothing,
food, shelter, medical and dental care, and education;

(4) the duty, except when a guardian of the child's estate has been appointed, to
manage the estate of the child, including the right as an agent of the child to act in
relation to the child's estate if the child's action is required by a state, the United
States, or a foreign government;

(5) except as provided by Section 264.0111, the right to the services and earnings
of the child;

(6) the right to consent to the child's marriage, enlistment in the armed forces of
the United States, medical and dental care, and psychiatric, psychological, and
surgical treatment;

(7) the right to represent the child in legal action and to make other decisions of
substantial legal significance concerning the child;

(8) the right to receive and give receipt for payments for the support of the child
and to hold or disburse funds for the benefit of the child;

(9) the right to inherit from and through the child;

(10) the right to make decisions concerning the child's education; and

(11) any other right or duty existing between a parent and child by virtue of law.

(a) A parent of a child has
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(b) The duty of a parent to support his or her child exists while the child is an
unemancipated minor and continues as long as the child is fully enrolled in a
secondary school in a program leading toward a high school diploma and complies
with attendance requirements described by Section 154.002(a)(2).
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(c) A parent who fails to discharge the duty of support is liable to a person who
provides necessaries to those to whom support is owed.
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(d) The rights and duties of a parent are subject to:
(1) a court order affecting the rights and duties;

(2) an affidavit of relinquishment of parental rights; and
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(3) an affidavit by the parent designating another person or agency to act as
managing conservator.
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(e) Only the following persons may use corporal punishment for the reasonable
discipline of a child:

(1) a parent or grandparent of the child;

(2) a stepparent of the child who has the duty of control and reasonable discipline
of the child; and

(3) an individual who is a guardian of the child and who has the duty of control
and reasonable discipline of the child.
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Sec. 151.002. RIGHTS OF A LIVING CHILD AFTER AN ABORTION OR
PREMATURE BIRTH. (a) A living human child born alive after an abortion or
premature birth is entitled to the same rights, powers, and privileges as are granted
by the laws of this state to any other child born alive after the normal gestation
period.

(b) In this code, "born alive" means the complete expulsion or extraction from its
mother of a product of conception, irrespective of the duration of pregnancy, which,
after such separation, breathes or shows any other evidence of life such as beating
of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or definite movement of voluntary
muscles, whether or not the umbilical cord has been cut or the placenta is attached.
Each product of the birth is considered born alive.

151.002%% 4EHR AN Ttk A & TAEENZ . JUIRBE CTHA L7z 7O R
@IFR AN T AEE TEENTE 27, UIRBIECHA L7 X, EF R
MBI E X TEENT MO T T HARMDSIEIC LV 5 ENTWAHD & DM
Fl. HERR, ROFFHEZ T S5,

OMALKIZBWT, THEETEENT] LW ) EKIT, Basih. XITERBMIZ
PO, RHC L DZBNODOHEELEWRT D, Fds %& B, 5 L < iDEo
FHEND X 95 22 F OO A DIFLE, m%@%@ﬂ@ X B FB L5 N ORI IEB) O
ZLETHY ., ~ZOHENIILNDH, BERMHE L TOE0IZEN b B0, #AED
ZNENORERIT, E%Tétiﬂf%t%@&%&fxéﬂéo

Sec. 151.003. LIMITATION ON STATE AGENCY ACTION. A state agency may
not adopt rules or policies or take any other action that violates the fundamental
right and duty of a parent to direct the upbringing of the parent's child.
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CHAPTER 153. CONSERVATORSHIP, POSSESSION, AND ACCESS
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SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISIONS
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Sec. 153.001. PUBLIC POLICY. (a) The public policy of this state is to:

(1) assure that children will have frequent and continuing contact with parents
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who have shown the ability to act in the best interest of the child;

(2) provide a safe, stable, and nonviolent environment for the child; and
(3) encourage parents to share in the rights and duties of raising their child
after the parents have separated or dissolved their marriage.

(b) A court may not render an order that conditions the right of a conservator to
possession of or access to a child on the payment of child support.
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Sec. 153.002. BEST INTEREST OF CHILD. The best interest of the child shall
always be the primary consideration of the court in determining the issues of
conservatorship and possession of and access to the child.
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Sec. 153.003. NO DISCRIMINATION BASED ON SEX OR MARITAL STATUS.
The court shall consider the qualifications of the parties without regard to their
marital status or to the sex of the party or the child in determining:

(1) which party to appoint as sole managing conservator;

(2) whether to appoint a party as joint managing conservator; and

(3) the terms and conditions of conservatorship and possession of and access to
the child.

153.0035 MHAIRITBIRKEICET 2R DEIE

BHPT, RO Z & 2N D50 IR, SUTHFET L I3 ORI BIAR
< HEFOWMEZ BB L 2T TR B0,

QD) ELLONEH Z HMERRGER & L TEMT D0,

QIFREHRHES L L THEE 2 EMmT 200G, W

Q)YRHEOHIM LARTE, R OF & ORE L F~DHEEAHOHIMH & IREE,

Sec. 153.004. HISTORY OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.

(a) In determining whether to appoint a party as a sole or joint managing
conservator, the court shall consider evidence of the intentional use of abusive
physical force by a party against the party's spouse, a parent of the child, or any
person younger than 18 years of age committed within a two-year period preceding
the filing of the suit or during the pendency of the suit.
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(b) The court may not appoint joint managing conservators if credible evidence is
presented of a history or pattern of past or present child neglect, or physical or
sexual abuse by one parent directed against the other parent, a spouse, or a child,
including a sexual assault in violation of Section 22.011 or 22.021, Penal Code, that




results in the other parent becoming pregnant with the child. A history of sexual
abuse includes a sexual assault that results in the other parent becoming pregnant
with the child, regardless of the prior relationship of the parents. It is a rebuttable
presumption that the appointment of a parent as the sole managing conservator of a
child or as the conservator who has the exclusive right to determine the primary
residence of a child is not in the best interest of the child if credible evidence is
presented of a history or pattern of past or present child neglect, or physical or
sexual abuse by that parent directed against the other parent, a spouse, or a child.
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(c) The court shall consider the commission of family violence in determining
whether to deny, restrict, or limit the possession of a child by a parent who is
appointed as a possessory conservator.
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(d) The court may not allow a parent to have access to a child for whom it is shown
by a preponderance of the evidence that there is a history or pattern of committing
family violence during the two years preceding the date of the filing of the suit or
during the pendency of the suit, unless the court:

(1) finds that awarding the parent access to the child would not endanger the
child's physical health or emotional welfare and would be in the best interest of
the child; and

(2) renders a possession order that is designed to protect the safety and
well-being of the child and any other person who has been a victim of family
violence committed by the parent and that may include a requirement that:

(A) the periods of access be continuously supervised by an entity or person
chosen by the court;

(B) the exchange of possession of the child occur in a protective setting;

(C) the parent abstain from the consumption of alcohol or a controlled
substance, as defined by Chapter 481, Health and Safety Code, within 12
hours prior to or during the period of access to the child; or

(D) the parent attend and complete a battering intervention and prevention
program as provided by Article 42.141, Code of Criminal Procedure, or, if
such a program is not available, complete a course of treatment under
Section 153.010.
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(e) It is a rebuttable presumption that it is not in the best interest of a child for a
parent to have unsupervised visitation with the child if credible evidence is
presented of a history or pattern of past or present child neglect or physical or
sexual abuse by that parent directed against the other parent, a spouse, or a child.
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(f) In determining under this section whether there is credible evidence of a history
or pattern of past or present child neglect or physical or sexual abuse by a parent
directed against the other parent, a spouse, or a child, the court shall consider
whether a protective order was rendered under Chapter 85, Title 4, against the
parent during the two-year period preceding the filing of the suit or during the
pendency of the suit.
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Sec. 153.005. APPOINTMENT OF SOLE OR JOINT MANAGING
CONSERVATOR. (a) In a suit, the court may appoint a sole managing
conservator or may appoint joint managing conservators. If the parents are or will
be separated, the court shall appoint at least one managing conservator.

(b) A managing conservator must be a parent, a competent adult, an authorized
agency, or a licensed child-placing agency.
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Sec. 153.006. APPOINTMENT OF POSSESSORY CONSERVATOR. (a) Ifa
managing conservator is appointed, the court may appoint one or more possessory
conservators.

(b) The court shall specify the rights and duties of a person appointed possessory
conservator.

(c) The court shall specify and expressly state in the order the times and conditions
for possession of or access to the child, unless a party shows good cause why specific
orders would not be in the best interest of the child.
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Sec. 153.007. AGREED PARENTING PLAN. (a) To promote the amicable
settlement of disputes between the parties to a suit, the parties may enter into a
written agreed parenting plan containing provisions for conservatorship and
possession of the child and for modification of the parenting plan, including
variations from the standard possession order.

(b) If the court finds that the agreed parenting plan is in the child's best interest,
the court shall render an order in accordance with the parenting plan.

(c) Terms of the agreed parenting plan contained in the order or incorporated by
reference regarding conservatorship or support of or access to a child in an order
may be enforced by all remedies available for enforcement of a judgment, including
contempt, but are not enforceable as a contract.

(d) If the court finds the agreed parenting plan is not in the child's best interest, the
court may request the parties to submit a revised parenting plan. If the parties do
not submit a revised parenting plan satisfactory to the court, the court may, after
notice and hearing, order a parenting plan that the court finds to be in the best
interest of the child.
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Sec. 153.0071. ALTERNATE DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROCEDURES.
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Sec. 153.00715. DETERMINATION OF VALIDITY AND ENFORCEABILITY OF
CONTRACT CONTAINING AGREEMENT TO ARBITRATE.
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Sec. 153.009. INTERVIEW OF CHILD IN CHAMBERS.
153.0095% #HFIHZETOT OREM

Sec. 153.011. SECURITY BOND.
153.011% fR3HES

Sec. 153.012. RIGHT TO PRIVACY;
INFORMATION IN RECORDS.
153.012%% 7T A N — DR ; FLEROE ANE H O HIER

DELETION OF PERSONAL

Sec. 153.013. FALSE REPORT OF CHILD ABUSE.
153.0135%: 1 X bHEFHOMHR
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Sec. 153.014. VISITATION CENTERS AND VISITATION EXCHANGE
FACILITIES.
153.014% WAL v ¥ — L WA TR A%

Sec. 153.015. ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION WITH CHILD BY
CONSERVATOR.
153.0155% R#HIC LD L OB FEMARIC L 225

153.071%

1RHEET X DHER] &
KHE DI ORERRIC S
W, g, JEFE, B
MMDIODERENH D
ZEEHET D,

153.073%

PREH IR S
BLOSE \ZROMEMID
Fohs,

SUBCHAPTER B. PARENT APPOINTED AS CONSERVATOR: IN GENERAL
Bfi REHITBESNDHE : RHE

Sec. 153.071. COURT TO SPECIFY RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF PARENT
APPOINTED A CONSERVATOR. If both parents are appointed as conservators of
the child, the court shall specify the rights and duties of a parent that are to be
exercised:

(1) by each parent independently;
(2) by the joint agreement of the parents; and
(3) exclusively by one parent.

153.071% BFHIFIHHEET 2REFL LTERIINIBDER L ETE

W7 DDA DIREH L BLEN D5 BHPNTRO K 512, AT S D BOHER
EEBERELRTNIE R B0,
(1) BB L TR 2 56,
(2) WMHEOLFEEGEICLVITHETIHE, KO
(3) HEANZ O & » OBDBITHET D54,

Sec. 153.072. WRITTEN FINDING REQUIRED TO LIMIT PARENTAL RIGHTS
AND DUTIES. The court may limit the rights and duties of a parent appointed as
a conservator if the court makes a written finding that the limitation is in the best
interest of the child.

153.0725 HOOIEFI L BB ZFIRT 21-HROON DI NEICKHEERTE

HHIFTI, BRI ORE ORI 5 b5 IS L5 ERBIEEIT O B0, 1R
b LCIRIE SN BONER] & 38 £ BT 5 2 L8 TX 5

Sec. 153.073. RIGHTS OF PARENT AT ALL TIMES. (a) Unless limited by
court order, a parent appointed as a conservator of a child has at all times the right:

(1) to receive information from any other conservator of the child concerning the
health, education, and welfare of the child;
(2) to confer with the other parent to the extent possible before making a
decision concerning the health, education, and welfare of the child;
(3) of access to medical, dental, psychological, and educational records of the
child;
(4) to consult with a physician, dentist, or psychologist of the child;
(5) to consult with school officials concerning the child's welfare and educational
status, including school activities;
(6) to attend school activities;
(7) to be designated on the child's records as a person to be notified in case of an
emergency;
(8) to consent to medical, dental, and surgical treatment during an emergency
involving an immediate danger to the health and safety of the child; and
(9) to manage the estate of the child to the extent the estate has been created by
the parent or the parent's family.

(b) The court shall specify in the order the rights that a parent retains at all times.

153.073%c Il H D H OHER]
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153.074%
SRR DR #EE
@%ﬂk%%kbf
H 5 0D BE 3 ME 0D i [ A
HESh 5,

153.075%

FHPTIX, —FHOH
2. BlomH @7
DIRGEE R R R
LN Z LR TE
%, = HMEGHEDWRE

153.076%
BLOFE, SUTBL
S & DIFBEC OV
T, PSS T
B L BB ITIZ N
JFlZamm L e
LRWEEDD,

(a) BHIFTaFIC & DHIRBRVIRY | T OfR#EHE LBES 2 BUE
9%,

WIZROMER %

(1) 7O, ZERUWEALICBE LT, TOROEEENSIEREHZDLZ L.

(2) TOREEE, HHE R OMEACEE T AT 21T D RS, ATREZe#ME T T OF L 1
EIDHZ L,

(3) ToER, R, LDEEROHEORRICT 78 A5 L,

(4) FoEE, WHRE, IR OEEICHEET 2 L.

(5) FOBHER NWFARIEEN 2 G Te#HE ORBEICBA L, FREMBEEITHKRT DL Z L

(6) FHATEICBIMNT D2

(7) BAaoBSmmEns&L LT, FOTRCEENDZ L,

(8) TOWERVZEIZEAL, BEEORKREEDREDLE, EW, WAHER L O
BHERICAE T2 Z &, N

(9) BXIBOFRIZL VIELNIZMEORKHO T OMPEEZEIT S Z &,
)EHFNL, FIBRNE T HHREZ, GFICBWTRE LT iE2 o,

)
)
)
)

Sec. 153.074. RIGHTS AND DUTIES DURING PERIOD OF POSSESSION.
Unless limited by court order, a parent appointed as a conservator of a child has the
following rights and duties during the period that the parent has possession of the
child:
(1) the duty of care, control, protection, and reasonable discipline of the child;
(2) the duty to support the child, including providing the child with clothing,
food, shelter, and medical and dental care not involving an invasive procedure;
(3) the right to consent for the child to medical and dental care not involving an
invasive procedure; and
(4) the right to direct the moral and religious training of the child.

153.074% RIEHETOERN L&
FHPFTa S CTHIR SN TWRWIRY | TORESICRESNZHIL, #A T ERET
LHIW, LT ORI L BEE2ET D,

(1) Totttss, FH, REORE. KUY Lo,

(2) TO¥ERE, ZHITEKRIR, BF. FFV, KORENRLE
R ERHRE A RMET 2 2 &2 5T,

(3) FEEM 2R TS F W ER MK OHEHERIC OV T, FD7=0)
DA

(4) TOEHEROEREEE % EET HHEF,

TEERVE

RIS 2 HER

Sec. 153.075. DUTIES OF PARENT NOT APPOINTED CONSERVATOR. The
court may order a parent not appointed as a managing or a possessory conservator
to perform other parental duties, including paying child support.

153.075% BREJBISEESINLGL>-HOER

BHFNIFORBEIHLNEE S, —HOBZ, TOMBlORE 23T
FEXIZIRET 5R#EE L L TRELRVM T ET 22 LR TE D,

o B R

Sec. 153.076. DUTY TO PROVIDE INFORMATION. (a) The court shall order
that each conservator of a child has a duty to inform the other conservator of the
child in a timely manner of significant information concerning the health,
education, and welfare of the child.

153.0765% 1EMELA D EH
@EHIPTIE, FOHKRFEH D,
o T2 iR T O ORHER

T, BE. MOREHIET 2 BEEARHR AR
IR ZDFEEATDH I EEan Lo,

(b) The court shall order that each conservator of a child has the duty to inform the
other conservator of the child if the conservator resides with for at least 30 days,
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marries, or intends to marry a person who the conservator knows:

(1) is registered as a sex offender under Chapter 62, Code of Criminal
Procedure; or

(2) is currently charged with an offense for which on conviction the person
would be required to register under that chapter.

OEHIFTIL, FEENRDOZ L 2MBH LT B0, IS 25860 DH5H
&L RARS0H MITEATWAEE, TOSREFILTOMORELT IO E 2 ERE L
Hobfma LTI,
(DA FFH62TEIC L DMIRIEE & L TEFEINTWD I &,
QFDFEICEESE, ZOHEDBRENLEL SN TV DETHIRIC OV TUEEN
mEonez b,

() The notice required to be made under Subsection (b) must be made as soon as
practicable but not later than the 40th day after the date the conservator of the
child begins to reside with the person or the 10th day after the date the marriage
occurs, as appropriate. The notice must include a description of the offense that is
the basis of the person's requirement to register as a sex offender or of the offense
with which the person is charged.

@OMEIZBWTERD LN DWMAIL, T OREENEDOF L ATE LIk %, EHR
ARECH DR D FL |, K400 LANIC, XIS 10 B DANIC 72 S s it iudia & 72
WV, ZOGERINIIMEILIES & L CRENBE L STV A EDOEBIERTH 254 DL
HWEHE, IZOFIGREONTRL OB HEEE G A TORITZ R 57220,

(d) A conservator commits an offense if the conservator fails to provide notice in the
manner required by Subsections (b) and (c). An offense under this subsection is a
Class C misdemeanor.

d) REZR, (D)EEP(C)EIZEL Y MLEL SND FIETEBMETDRWES,
TRiE IIFRICHTDN D, AHICE T 5RIE, CROBEFRTH D,

153.131%:(b) &
BOMRER DR
B, HFEREE
BUE SN DTN
T, LFEREFE 0BT
WERERTBE 72 4 e I ©
HHZEEHELTH
5, ZOZ &, HFH
IRFEN T DI BEOFIZE
W23 5 &3 HHEEN B
HZEEENRT D,

153.132%

SUBCHAPTER C. PARENT APPOINTED AS SOLE OR JOINT MANAGING CONSERVATOR
CHi HMIIIFREEREE & L TRIESTDH

Sec. 153.131. PRESUMPTION THAT PARENT TO BE APPOINTED MANAGING
CONSERVATOR. (a) Subject to the prohibition in Section 153.004, unless the
court finds that appointment of the parent or parents would not be in the best
interest of the child because the appointment would significantly impair the child's
physical health or emotional development, a parent shall be appointed sole
managing conservator or both parents shall be appointed as joint managing
conservators of the child.

153.131% EHREEL L TEESIIHICEHT 5H#EA

(a) 153.004%:D%EIE%FIHRIC, BT D & T ORI UL EINREELE LL
#7225 & WS BT, BHFTSE ORI L < ZWBHOEL B OREEOFREICHE D2
ERBELRWVIRY O L OBINEMEBR#ES & L TRMEIN D0, XUXmBIA 1O
HFEEHMGER & L TR INR TR 570,

(b) Itis a rebuttable presumption that the appointment of the parents of a child as
joint managing conservators is in the best interest of the child. A finding of a
history of family violence involving the parents of a child removes the presumption
under this subsection.

(b) FOMPEBILFEERRES & L TRESND 2 &P FOREOFIRICHE 5 &\
92 &iE KEEARERHEERITH D, KARD T TR, FOBZ &AL FIENRE S OR
BORET, ZOHEERZ PR 5,

Sec. 153.132. RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF PARENT APPOINTED SOLE
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HUME PRERGERE O
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Shb,

153.133%

SR OE BT
WS SO DR
LTI

SRR OB
b, FOREEETT
B, —hORHF
DA E S D,

MANAGING CONSERVATOR. Unless limited by court order, a parent appointed
as sole managing conservator of a child has the rights and duties provided by
Subchapter B and the following exclusive rights:

(1) the right to designate the primary residence of the child;

(2) the right to consent to medical, dental, and surgical treatment involving
invasive procedures;

(3) the right to consent to psychiatric and psychological treatment;

(4) the right to receive and give receipt for periodic payments for the support of
the child and to hold or disburse these funds for the benefit of the child;

(5) the right to represent the child in legal action and to make other decisions of
substantial legal significance concerning the child;

(6) the right to consent to marriage and to enlistment in the armed forces of the
United States;

(7) the right to make decisions concerning the child's education;

(8) the right to the services and earnings of the child; and

(9) except when a guardian of the child's estate or a guardian or attorney ad
litem has been appointed for the child, the right to act as an agent of the child in
relation to the child's estate if the child's action is required by a state, the United
States, or a foreign government.

163.132% HMEBREEL L TRESKIBEOENEETS
BT L D HIRENZRVRY . TOBEMERR#ES & L TS 2 8lE. BAEilC
HIE SN DR & T, ORI 2 bR 2 /3 5,
D7 DOEDFEEERET DHER
=, WFHEHE K MR EERALE % & ANPGRS R T 2 MR,
(BVFEAPEY K VLB ROTR IR R 3 D HERIL,
WTFDOEEEZZITEY 2R O LFAT 6 UHEICE &2 MR, KO ORE T
EDT=DIZZ NS DEEZREFT 20 3UT3H 5 HEF,
GHEDFFR 2BV T2 REET MR, KO 2 RENRIEOEE /LD
D PRTE %3 D HEF,
(GBI R T DR, R OVERE D ERE~O ABKRIZRE T 2 MR,
(NFDHE B LI ET DHEF,
Q)T DMK OFTFHT 2R, NS
O FOMPEDH AT L ITB AN, I F OOl H#ELTRANE AT S
NDEEERNT, TOFFRRIM, EREXIISNE OB HRD 5T DA,
FOWMFEIZE L CHORIA L LTI S HER,

Sec. 153.133. PARENTING PLAN FOR JOINT MANAGING
CONSERVATORSHIP. (a) If a written agreed parenting plan is filed with the
court, the court shall render an order appointing the parents as joint managing
conservators only if the parenting plan:

(1) designates the conservator who has the exclusive right to designate the
primary residence of the child and:

(A) establishes, until modified by further order, the geographic area within
which the conservator shall maintain the child's primary residence; or

(B) specifies that the conservator may designate the child's primary
residence without regard to geographic location;

(2) specifies the rights and duties of each parent regarding the child's physical
care, support, and education;

(3) includes provisions to minimize disruption of the child's education, daily
routine, and association with friends;

(4) allocates between the parents, independently, jointly, or exclusively, all of
the remaining rights and duties of a parent provided by Chapter 151;

(5) is voluntarily and knowingly made by each parent and has not been
repudiated by either parent at the time the order is rendered; and

(6) is in the best interest of the child.
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153.134%
HHPFTOMFTITLD
[ PR

INVEIL, FLRfREEN
T DB OFZE I
ETAHEER A FFo T
WA=, FHIFTIER
R EFERREICERE L
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T DB OFZE I
ERRET UL, LR
HEmMmLDIENTE
D,

LarL, ZoOHER

163.133% HEEBEFRECOVTOESIHE
@EFHIC L DAE L EBEHENEHFNCIRH S A5E. BHPNE, #BEFHE K
DL THHIHEARIIOHR, Mz LFAEHARES L L TRET 2089250 ET O L
35,
WD FOFEAHERBERET DHEMOER ZROREE B4 LTV 5E, KO
A) ERHIMBICLVERINRORY | (REEN - OE DR Z RFF
9" FPH CHIFR AR 2R E LTV D, XU,
BHFLINLEIZ D BT, FOTEAFEEIECTIEIEDOTE HIE
FERFELTND,
QFoH Eotitih, BEE., MOHBICHETIEHOEN L BHTE2HELTCND,
B TDHEE. BFEL., KOKEL ORBEIZOWTRALZ HR/NNRIZT 2 Bk &
G TS,
DI51FICHE SN TV D EOFE Y OWER| & FH O T MM oy LT, R
T, XITOEDFETFPTHINEE DY TTND,
G)BEBUZ LY HEIHOBERIATbN, T LTRENEVNEShI L& DL
HOBUT L > THEfE STz, IETNT
B) - DOIHEDOHILICH > TN D,

(b) The agreed parenting plan may contain an alternative dispute resolution
procedure that the parties agree to use before requesting enforcement or
modification of the terms and conditions of the joint conservatorship through
litigation, except in an emergency.

L) EEL-REFEICIE, BEOLEERE, Szl L CLFERGEOHIM & Rt
AT L AT A RO DA, ML FENHND Z & E2EE LIl Oy Gk Fii 4 2815 C
BLIENTED,

() Notwithstanding Subsection (a)(1), the court shall render an order adopting the
provisions of a written agreed parenting plan appointing the parents as joint
managing conservators if the parenting plan:

(1) meets all the requirements of Subsections (a)(2) through (6); and
(2) provides that the child's primary residence shall be within a specified
geographic area.

(0 @EQEIZb b, FHHPFNIBEFHENLULFO X 5> THLGE, Wiz LEAE
R L L TR T 2B L-EHORFTHEOREE AT M2 S VIES AR
TR 5720,

1) @HEQR)ENBE)EDRDZETIZTEHZLTWVS, kX

(2) TOEEIERDFHEOMBOFTEICRTIUE ROV EHEL TV,

Sec. 153.134. COURT-ORDERED JOINT CONSERVATORSHIP. (a) Ifa
written agreed parenting plan is not filed with the court, the court may render an
order appointing the parents joint managing conservators only if the appointment is
in the best interest of the child, considering the following factors:

(1) whether the physical, psychological, or emotional needs and development of
the child will benefit from the appointment of joint managing conservators;

(2) the ability of the parents to give first priority to the welfare of the child and
reach shared decisions in the child's best interest;

(3) whether each parent can encourage and accept a positive relationship
between the child and the other parent;

(4) whether both parents participated in child rearing before the filing of the
suit;

(5) the geographical proximity of the parents' residences;

(6) if the child is 12 years of age or older, the child's preference, if any, regarding
the person to have the exclusive right to designate the primary residence of the
child; and

(7) any other relevant factor.
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153.135%
H[REBRIRE O HE
T, M7 LR
DREFHEE RO D b
DTIL72UN,

163.134% BHIFTHHIC L D HERRE
() FEICL Y GE LB BTrtEEHPNCRE SN2 0EE, BRI ToHE
HEZE LT, BEAFOREOFIEICHE > BEICOHR, Wt LEERRL#ES
ETLREOMBTESWVIET I ENTE D,

(DILFEFHET D EE ORIEIC L0 . ORI, KRR, UIEHEOLEN: &
FKEOBREEZITLTHA D DEMN,

QFDIEACFE IO ML 52D 2 L & FORBEOFRITHE - HHEMAICE
52 LEoTEBDHOLE

@FHANT Lo & ORBBIIBREIEE L., ZITAND Z LN TE D0EM,
(DFF 2 ORFLHN T OEBITHE BN L TV D ED,
GYBRDOIEE D BEBERT X |

O FN12BLL ETHHEE. b LONIZF DT DEELZIEET D HMAER %
FEOF KT 2 T ORI, NT

(NZ Do HR,

(b) In rendering an order appointing joint managing conservators, the court shall:

(1) designate the conservator who has the exclusive right to determine the
primary residence of the child and:

(A) establish, until modified by further order, a geographic area within
which the conservator shall maintain the child's primary residence; or
(B) specify that the conservator may determine the child's primary
residence without regard to geographic location;

(2) specify the rights and duties of each parent regarding the child's physical
care, support, and education;

(3) include provisions to minimize disruption of the child's education, daily
routine, and association with friends;

(4) allocate between the parents, independently, jointly, or exclusively, all of the
remaining rights and duties of a parent as provided by Chapter 151; and

(5) if feasible, recommend that the parties use an alternative dispute resolution
method before requesting enforcement or modification of the terms and
conditions of the joint conservatorship through litigation, except in an
emergency.

(o) EFRELE DR E2MSTHICHD . HHFNILLTOZ &2 LaTiEgd
AN
WD FOFEBHEEE ST DHMOERN 2 RFOREE LB ET 2 L. KO
AERDLMBTEEINRVIRDY | REZE RO X DR 2RI D EPHO
HEFERZRET D & XX,
BHFLINLEIZ D BT, (REEN T O T AERERETHIENTE D
ZEEHRTAHZ L,
(2) TOHEMMEE, BEERLOEEICHET 2O ERE 2 ETHZ &,
@) T DHEE. BEEL., LROKEL ORBORALE H/NRIZT 2RO &2 G2 &
WD151EITRE SN TV AHITE SN TV AR & BEOETIZOWT, WHET
M LT, HFET, UIOE D OFEDMTIMNCONTHIDETEZ &, WTIT,
G)ARETHNIE, BADBEELIS ., Finzim L CHEREOHIF LR OBIT & &
HAERDDANZ, BIOMPRERIFIEEZ L EEDHNDL L 2BODH 2 L,

Sec. 153.135. EQUAL POSSESSION NOT REQUIRED. Joint managing
conservatorship does not require the award of equal or nearly equal periods of
physical possession of and access to the child to each of the joint conservators.

163.135% KON WELEE

LFFHRRGEIL, SERAREE DTN ENANE L XITTEFE L HEIC T L EE
L2 RS 28R OMN 5 2R 5 b O TIHRu,
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Sec. 153.138. CHILD SUPPORT ORDER AFFECTING JOINT CONSERVATORS.
The appointment of joint managing conservators does not impair or limit the
authority of the court to order a joint managing conservator to pay child support to
another joint managing conservator.

153, 138% HAREECHETDTORERSS
IZJMﬁ'f%i%%‘@igﬁt_ ﬁ#ufﬂfzﬁ%lj@ Iﬂﬁ@@{%iga) 7’—‘_ :\ %@ﬁﬁg’%ﬁﬂ\ 5

Hﬂ'sfif%é%% unnﬂ’é*@ﬁﬁ%%ﬁafm’fa" SOFHIIR LAz,

153.191%
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SUBCHAPTER D. PARENT APPOINTED AS POSSESSORY CONSERVATOR
Dffi REHR#EEL L TRBESH IR

Sec. 153.191. PRESUMPTION THAT PARENT TO BE APPOINTED
POSSESSORY CONSERVATOR. The court shall appoint as a possessory
conservator a parent who is not appointed as a sole or joint managing conservator
unless it finds that the appointment is not in the best interest of the child and that

parental possession or access would endanger the physical or emotional welfare of
the child.

153.191% RIBEREHICEE SN IHDHTE

FAFTIEZ OREDF ORBEOFIRIZHE DRV ERBESHRVIRY | R OB OREX
THE R RN F O R UTHEREIEALZ E T 5 LFRELRWVIRY | B X33 R HE
R L LT s vBle, FET55#EE & L TEM LRITHER 520,

Sec. 153.192. RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF PARENT APPOINTED POSSESSORY
CONSERVATOR. (a) Unless limited by court order, a parent appointed as
possessory conservator of a child has the rights and duties provided by Subchapter
B and any other right or duty expressly granted to the possessory conservator in
the order.

(b) In ordering the terms and conditions for possession of a child by a parent
appointed possessory conservator, the court shall be guided by the guidelines in
Subchapter E.

163.192% RIEREEHICEG SN-HOEF EEHF
@FHFMFITLVHIRSNARVIRY | FLRET L R#EE L L TRIES BT,
BEICHIE SN TV ORI L B2 A L, FICR 0 CTRET D REH ICHICAT G &
NI OMOMER| & BHZ2HT D,

O FRER#EE ML INTHIC L 5 F L OREOMM LR E MBI HIHz, #
HIFTZERICH DA R T A AEDRITIUTIR B0,

Sec. 153.193. MINIMAL RESTRICTION ON PARENT'S POSSESSION OR
ACCESS. The terms of an order that denies possession of a child to a parent or
imposes restrictions or limitations on a parent's right to possession of or access to a
child may not exceed those that are required to protect the best interest of the child.

163.193% HORE. XIEEEXRICET S&IERDH IR
O LY oBIcx L, FLOREEZEET DMmmOHE., T+ L oRESRLIEFIC
A"(;M‘/Z)%ﬂODFI%?”FIJ B L, BRES L IR &2 iR & O WL, F DR EFOFEE
ZRETHIEDICKRO NI HIH A IR B2,

153.251%

BT OB %
S EDHZ L, N
DHERTHD LR,
FEAER) 72 [F) R D 7=
DDA RTA VDR

SUBCHAPTER E. GUIDELINES FOR THE POSSESSION OF A CHILD BY A PARENT
NAMED AS POSSESSORY CONSERVATOR

Efi REREEL SNTEZHIZEDPFLEORBIZOWVWTDOH A R4V

Sec. 153.251. POLICY AND GENERAL APPLICATION OF GUIDELINES. (a)
The guidelines established in the standard possession order are intended to guide
the courts in ordering the terms and conditions for possession of a child by a parent
named as a possessory conservator or as the minimum possession for a joint
managing conservator.
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(b) It is the policy of this state to encourage frequent contact between a child and
each parent for periods of possession that optimize the development of a close and
continuing relationship between each parent and child.

(¢) It is preferable for all children in a family to be together during periods of
possession.

(d) The standard possession order is designed to apply to a child three years of age
or older.

163.251% B3R, RU—MMAHA FS5 4 > DER
QEENZFRIBEGFICBNWTREIND T A R7 A4 0%, FEERES EAFT LRz
Bl IR FEHRES & L THRIERORENG 26N HIZ X 51 & OFEO IR
BTN N ﬁ#”)“ﬁﬁ’nnw#éﬁ% FELTERSNTND
() FEOHIEIZ>WTIE, %&%ﬁ&@*ﬁ%ﬁ’)&m%fﬁl;éﬁél&\ Thbbe
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@FREBEOHRF, 2 TOTIEIFHEOFTHIZND Z ENEE LU,
(EHER 72 R EmMAIE, 3L BT ﬁfﬁ INBHZERBEENTND

Sec. 153.252. REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTION. In a suit, there is a rebuttable
presumption that the standard possession order in Subchapter F:

(1) provides reasonable minimum possession of a child for a parent named as a
possessory conservator or joint managing conservator; and

(2) isin the best interest of the child.

153.2525% RAEFTREZHETE A
Fr AR T, FHIC & D IRAER 22 RS 1
O RER#ES UL RE B RES & a4 éht%ﬂ (ZHAKIR, FRN 2 RER G2 b

N kb\b}iémﬂﬁéfﬂ%fﬁﬁlm\&)& A0
Q) FDEEDOHIEITIE 5 &\ ) SGERTREZRHEE RN H 5,

Sec. 153.253. STANDARD POSSESSION ORDER INAPPROPRIATE OR
UNWORKABLE. The court shall render an order that grants periods of possession
of the child as similar as possible to those provided by the standard possession order
if the work schedule or other special circumstances of the managing conservator,
the possessory conservator, or the child, or the year-round school schedule of the
child, make the standard order unworkable or inappropriate.

163.253% F#EY). RIFERTAARLGEENLBRIFR T
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Sec. 153.254. CHILD LESS THAN THREE YEARS OF AGE. (a) The court shall
render an order appropriate under the circumstances for possession of a child less
than three years of age. In rendering the order, the court shall consider evidence of
all relevant factors, including:

(1) the caregiving provided to the child before and during the current suit;

(2) the effect on the child that may result from separation from either party;

(3) the availability of the parties as caregivers and the willingness of the parties
to personally care for the child;

(4) the physical, medical, behavioral, and developmental needs of the child;

(5) the physical, medical, emotional, economic, and social conditions of the
parties;

(6) the impact and influence of individuals, other than the parties, who will be
present during periods of possession;

(7) the presence of siblings during periods of possession;
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(8) the child's need to develop healthy attachments to both parents;
(9) the child's need for continuity of routine;
(10) the location and proximity of the residences of the parties;
(11) the need for a temporary possession schedule that incrementally shifts to
the schedule provided in the prospective order under Subsection (d) based on:
(A) the age of the child; or
(B) minimal or inconsistent contact with the child by a party;
(12) the ability of the parties to share in the responsibilities, rights, and duties
of parenting; and
(13) any other evidence of the best interest of the child.

153. 254% 3@mEKBDF
@FHFNEISEARTE O T ORFIZ DN T, BREICE U Tl ethaZ2 50 E S 20t
2BV, MO WELL kwf\%M%iuT®_&%aﬁAT®%$#5g#®
AEHLE B RE L2 uE e B,
(WBAEDOFFRLIRT, KOZOMHM, Flcfitsh T o s,
Q)% Bin> E%Eéhtrf*%%k LTHBIVEL T ~DRE,
@) FZEEMFEEZ L TCWAENRHEEEZITH) LT 2N EER
DT oHEE, EREN, THRNEOREEN=—X
G)UFEZOHIRN, RN, HHEN. BRENEROHSAIRI,
@M FEFLSMC, FEHH—HCND s LW EANORE L ER.
(ﬂﬁ%@%@ﬁ%ﬁ%@ﬁﬁ\
() F-HMEFHEIC I IET B - OIS BRI KT 535,
(9T IT B B 3B OfkREE,
umé$%@ﬁim@u%aﬂé
QDD Z EZ2BEE 2T, (AMEIZRIT DIFROMBITHEEIND A7 ¥ 2 — Mt
L. ZEXPMZ N EERRERA 7Y 22— VOB

(A) T4, X

(B) MHEHIZLDTERIER, L IR EH O,
(1DFEBFOEME, MR OBEBICOVTHIEENSHETE DHEH, T
(13) T DI FEOFIZRIT DOV T DO Z DM OFEIL,

(b) Notwithstanding the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, in rendering an order
under Subsection (a), the court shall make findings in support of the order if:
(1) a party files a written request with the court not later than the 10th day
after the date of the hearing; or
(2) a party makes an oral request in court during the hearing on the order.
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() The court shall make and enter the findings required by Subsection (b) not later
than the 15th day after the date the party makes the request.
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(d) The court shall render a prospective order to take effect on the child's third
birthday, which presumptively will be the standard possession order.
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Sec. 153.255. AGREEMENT. The court may render an order for periods of
possession of a child that vary from the standard possession order based on the
agreement of the parties.
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Sec. 153.256. FACTORS FOR COURT TO CONSIDER. In ordering the terms of
possession of a child under an order other than a standard possession order, the
court shall be guided by the guidelines established by the standard possession order
and may consider:

(1) the age, developmental status, circumstances, needs, and best interest of the
child;

(2) the circumstances of the managing conservator and of the parent named as a
possessory conservator; and

(3) any other relevant factor.
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Sec. 153.257. MEANS OF TRAVEL. In an order providing for the terms and
conditions of possession of a child, the court may restrict the means of travel of the
child by a legal mode of transportation only after a showing of good cause contained
in the record and a finding by the court that the restriction is in the best interest of
the child. The court shall specify the duties of the conservators to provide
transportation to and from the transportation facilities.
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Sec. 153.258. REQUEST FOR FINDINGS WHEN ORDER VARIES FROM
STANDARD ORDER. Without regard to Rules 296 through 299, Texas Rules of
Civil Procedure, in all cases in which possession of a child by a parent is contested
and the possession of the child varies from the standard possession order, on
written request made or filed with the court not later than 10 days after the date of
the hearing or on oral request made in open court during the hearing, the court
shall state in the order the specific reasons for the variance from the standard
order.
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SUBCHAPTER F. STANDARD POSSESSION ORDER
Fifi  BRERRREGS

Sec. 153.3101. REFERENCE TO "SCHOOL" IN STANDARD POSSESSION
ORDER. In a standard possession order, "school" means the primary or secondary
school in which the child is enrolled or, if the child is not enrolled in a primary or
secondary school, the public school district in which the child primarily resides.
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Sec. 153.311. MUTUAL AGREEMENT OR SPECIFIED TERMS FOR
POSSESSION. The court shall specify in a standard possession order that the
parties may have possession of the child at times mutually agreed to in advance by
the parties and, in the absence of mutual agreement, shall have possession of the
child under the specified terms set out in the standard possession order.
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Sec. 153.312. PARENTS WHO RESIDE 100 MILES OR LESS APART. (a) Ifthe
possessory conservator resides 100 miles or less from the primary residence of the
child, the possessory conservator shall have the right to possession of the child as
follows:

(1) on weekends throughout the year beginning at 6 p.m. on the first, third, and
fifth Friday of each month and ending at 6 p.m. on the following Sunday; and
(2) on Thursdays of each week during the regular school term beginning at 6
p.m. and ending at 8 p.m., unless the court finds that visitation under this
subdivision is not in the best interest of the child.

153.312%& 1002 A JLLINICEET 58
@FEBEREEN, TOEZLFEEIHL00 A VEUNIEATW LA, [RERES
I, KOWY L FETLDHENZRSObLO LT 5,

DIFEZE LT, A DOHEL, HIXRVHESEMEH OFREFHTIAED | IROHIER D
FHEBIFICH D DB IAR, OIS

QYFEHIFTDSF DELR D O F Tl WA T DI B OFARITHE D22 LFRE L 722
RO FRERFICIAE Y PR8I I D 2 B E AR OB W O AMEH,

(b) The following provisions govern possession of the child for vacations and certain
specific holidays and supersede conflicting weekend or Thursday periods of
possession. The possessory conservator and the managing conservator shall have
rights of possession of the child as follows:

(1) the possessory conservator shall have possession in even-numbered years,
beginning at 6 p.m. on the day the child is dismissed from school for the school's
spring vacation and ending at 6 p.m. on the day before school resumes after that
vacation, and the managing conservator shall have possession for the same
period in odd-numbered years;

(2) if a possessory conservator:

(A) gives the managing conservator written notice by April 1 of each year
specifying an extended period or periods of summer possession, the
possessory conservator shall have possession of the child for 30 days
beginning not earlier than the day after the child's school is dismissed for
the summer vacation and ending not later than seven days before school
resumes at the end of the summer vacation, to be exercised in not more
than two separate periods of at least seven consecutive days each, with
each period of possession beginning and ending at 6 p.m. on each
applicable day; or

(B) does not give the managing conservator written notice by April 1 of
each year specifying an extended period or periods of summer possession,
the possessory conservator shall have possession of the child for 30
consecutive days beginning at 6 p.m. on July 1 and ending at 6 p.m. on
July 31;
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(3) if the managing conservator gives the possessory conservator written notice
by April 15 of each year, the managing conservator shall have possession of the
child on any one weekend beginning Friday at 6 p.m. and ending at 6 p.m. on the
following Sunday during one period of possession by the possessory conservator
under Subdivision (2), provided that the managing conservator picks up the
child from the possessory conservator and returns the child to that same place;
and
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(4) if the managing conservator gives the possessory conservator written notice
by April 15 of each year or gives the possessory conservator 14 days' written
notice on or after April 16 of each year, the managing conservator may designate
one weekend beginning not earlier than the day after the child's school is
dismissed for the summer vacation and ending not later than seven days before
school resumes at the end of the summer vacation, during which an otherwise
scheduled weekend period of possession by the possessory conservator will not
take place, provided that the weekend designated does not interfere with the
possessory conservator's period or periods of extended summer possession or
with Father's Day if the possessory conservator is the father of the child.
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Sec. 153.313. PARENTS WHO RESIDE OVER 100 MILES APART.
153.313% 100~ 1 /L UL EEER TS

Sec. 153.314. HOLIDAY POSSESSION UNAFFECTED BY DISTANCE PARENTS
RESIDE APART.
153.314%c MWENEENL TEDS LTWA Z L ITITE L Z I VMR o R JE

Sec. 153.315. WEEKEND POSSESSION EXTENDED BY HOLIDAY.
153.3155% RIRIZ LV iER S5 K O[EE

Sec. 153.316. GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.
153.316% fEUEHAR &R

Sec. 153.3162. ADDITIONAL PERIODS OF POSSESSION OR ACCESS AFTER
CONCLUSION OF MILITARY DEPLOYMENT.
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Sec. 153.317. ALTERNATIVE BEGINNING AND ENDING POSSESSION TIMES.
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SUBCHAPTER G. APPOINTMENT OF NONPARENT AS CONSERVATOR

GHi BThWE="Fz#EAFL LTEMmT DL

SUBCHAPTER H. RIGHTS OF GRANDPARENT, AUNT, OR UNCLE
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SUBCHAPTER I. PREVENTION OF INTERNATIONAL PARENTAL CHILD ABDUCTION
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SUBCHAPTER J. RIGHTS OF SIBLINGS
JE STk O HER]

SUBCHAPTER K. PARENTING PLAN, PARENTING COORDINATOR, AND PARENTING

FACILITATOR
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SUBCHAPTER B.

SUBCHAPTER L. MILITARY DUTY
Lfi PR

CHAPTER 156. MODIFICATION
MODIFICATION OF CONSERVATORSHIP, POSSESSION AND ACCESS, OR
DETERMINATION OF RESIDENCE
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§ 156.101. Grounds for Modification of Order Establishing Conservatorship or
Possession and Access

(a) The court may modify an order that provides for the appointment of a
conservator of a child, that provides the terms and con-ditions of conservatorship, or
that provides for the possession of or access to a child if modification would be in the
best interest of the child and:

(1) the circumstances of the child, a conservator, or other party affected by the
order have materially and substantially changed since the earlier of:

(A) the date of the rendition of the order; or
(B) the date of the signing of a mediated or collaborative law settlement
agreement on which the order is based;

(2) the child is at least 12 years of age and has expressed to the court in
chambers as provided by Section 153.009 the name of the person who is the child's
preference to have the exclusive right to designate the primary residence of the
child; or

(3) the conservator who has the exclusive right to designate the primary
residence of the child has voluntarily relinquished the primary care and possession
of the child to another person for at least six months.
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(b) Subsection (a)(3) does not apply to a conservator who has the exclusive right to
designate the primary residence of the child and who has temporarily relinquished
the primary care and possession of the child to another person during the
conservator's military deployment, military mobilization, or temporary military
duty, as those terms are defined by Section 153.701.
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§ 156.102. Modification of Exclusive Right to Determine Primary Residence of
Child Within One Year of Order

(a) If a suit seeking to modify the designation of the person having the exclusive
right to designate the primary residence of a child is filed not later than one year
after the earlier of the date of the rendition of the order or the date of the signing of
a mediated or collaborative law settlement agreement on which the order is based,
the person filing the suit shall execute and attach an affidavit as provided by
Subsection (b).
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(b) The affidavit must contain, along with supporting facts, at least one of the
following allegations:

(1) that the child's present environment may endanger the child's physical
health or significantly impair the child's emotional development;

(2) that the person who has the exclusive right to designate the primary
residence of the child is the person seeking or con-senting to the modification and
the modification is in the best interest of the child; or

(3) that the person who has the exclusive right to designate the primary
residence of the child has voluntarily relinquished the primary care and possession
of the child for at least six months and the modification is in the best interest of the
child.
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(c) The court shall deny the relief sought and refuse to schedule a hearing for
modification under this section unless the court determines, on the basis of the
affidavit, that facts adequate to support an allegation listed in Subsection (b) are
stated in the affidavit. If the court determines that the facts stated are adequate to
support an allegation, the court shall set a time and place for the hearing.
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(d) Subsection (b)(3) does not apply to a person who has the exclusive right to
designate the primary residence of the child and who has temporarily relinquished
the primary care and possession of the child to another person during the
conservator's military deployment, military mobilization, or temporary military
duty, as those terms are defined by Section 153.701.
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§ 156.103. Increased Expenses Because of Change of Residence

(a) If a change of residence results in increased expenses for a party having
possession of or access to a child, the court may render appropriate orders to
allocate those increased expenses on a fair and equitable basis, taking into account
the cause of the increased expenses and the best interest of the child.
(b) The payment of increased expenses by the party whose residence is changed is
rebuttably presumed to be in the best interest of the child.

(c) The court may render an order without regard to whether another change in the
terms and conditions for the possession of or access to the child is made.
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§ 156.104. Modification of Order on Conviction for Child Abuse; Penalty
156.1045%% L bEFOATRHRRICHES A OLHE ;

§ 156.1045. Modification of Order on Conviction for Family Violence
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§ 156.105. Modification of Order Based on Military Duty
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TITLE 5. THE PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP AND THE SUIT AFFECTING THE PARENT-CHILD
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SUBTITLE A. GENERAL PROVISIONS
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§ 105.001. Temporary Orders Before Final Order

(a) In a suit, the court may make a temporary order, including the modification of
a prior temporary order, for the safety and welfare of the child, including an order:

(1) for the temporary conservatorship of the child;

(2) for the temporary support of the child;

(3) restraining a party from disturbing the peace of the child or another party;

(4) prohibiting a person from removing the child beyond a geographical area
identified by the court; or

(5) for payment of reasonable attorney's fees and expenses.
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(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), temporary restraining orders and
temporary injunctions under this section shall be granted without the necessity of
an affidavit or verified pleading stating specific facts showing that immediate and
irreparable injury, loss, or damage will result before notice can be served and a
hearing can be held. Except as provided by Subsection (h), an order may not be
rendered under Subsection (a)(1), (2), or (5) except after notice and a hearing. A
temporary restraining order or temporary injunction granted under this section
need not:

(1) define the injury or state why it is irreparable;

(2) state why the order was granted without notice; or

(3) include an order setting the cause for trial on the merits with respect to the
ultimate relief requested.

()5

(c) Except on a verified pleading or an affidavit in accordance with the Texas Rules
of Civil Procedure, an order may not be rendered:

(1) attaching the body of the child;

(2) taking the child into the possession of the court or of a person designated by
the court; or

(3) excluding a parent from possession of or access to a child.
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(d) In a suit, the court may dispense with the necessity of a bond in connection with
temporary orders on behalf of the child.
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(e) Temporary orders rendered under this section are not subject to interlocutory
appeal.
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(f) The violation of a temporary restraining order, temporary injunction, or other
temporary order rendered under this section is punishable by contempt and the
order is subject to and enforceable under Chapter 157.
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(g) The rebuttable presumptions established in favor of the application of the
guidelines for a child support order and for the standard possession order under
Chapters 153 and 154 apply to temporary orders. The presumptions do not limit the
authority of the court to render other temporary orders.
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(h) An order under Subsection (a)(1) may be rendered without notice and an
adversary hearing if the order is an emergency order sought by a governmental
entity under Chapter 262.
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§ 156.006. Temporary Orders
(a) Except as provided by Subsection (b), the court may render a temporary order
in a suit for modification.
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(b) While a suit for modification is pending, the court may not render a temporary
order that has the effect of changing the designation of the person who has the
exclusive right to designate the primary residence of the child under the final order
unless the temporary order is in the best interest of the child and:

(1) the order is necessary because the child's present circumstances would
significantly impair the child's physical health or emotional development;

(2) the person designated in the final order has voluntarily relinquished the
primary care and possession of the child for more than six months; or

(3) the child is 12 years of age or older and has expressed to the court in chambers
as provided by Section 153.009 the name of the person who is the child's preference
to have the exclusive right to designate the primary residence of the child.
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(c) Subsection (b)(2) does not apply to a conservator who has the exclusive right to
designate the primary residence of the child and who has temporarily relinquished
the primary care and possession of the child to another person during the
conservator's military deployment, military mobilization, or temporary military
duty, as those terms are defined by Section 153.701.
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§ 157.371. Jurisdiction

(a) The relator may file a petition for a writ of habeas corpus in either the court
of continuing, ex-clusive jurisdiction or in a court with jurisdiction to issue a writ of
habeas corpus in the county in which the child is found.
(b) Although a habeas corpus proceeding is not a suit affecting the parent-child
relationship, the court may refer to the provisions of this title for definitions and
procedures as appropriate.
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§ 157.372. Return of Child

(a) Subject to Chapter 152 and the Parental Kidnapping Prevention Act (28
U.S.C. Section 1738A), if the right to possession of a child is governed by a court
order, the court in a habeas corpus proceeding involving the right to possession of
the child shall compel return of the child to the relator only if the court finds that
the relator is entitled to possession under the order.
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(b) If the court finds that the previous order was granted by a court that did not give
the contestants reasonable notice of the proceeding and an opportunity to be heard,
the court may not render an order in the habeas corpus proceeding compelling
return of the child on the basis of that order.
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§ 157.373. Relator Relinquished Possession; Temporary Orders

(a) If the relator has by consent or acquiescence relinquished actual possession
and control of the child for not less than 6 months preceding the date of the filing of
the petition for the writ, the court may either compel or refuse to order return of the
child.
(b) The court may disregard brief periods of possession and control by the relator
during the 6-month period.
(¢) In a suit in which the court does not compel return of the child, the court may
issue temporary orders under Chapter 105 if a suit affecting the parent-child
relationship is pending and the parties have received notice of a hearing on
temporary orders set for the same time as the habeas corpus proceeding.
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§ 157.374. Welfare of Child

Notwithstanding any other provision of this subchapter, the court may render an
appropriate temporary order if there is a serious immediate question concerning the
welfare of the child.
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§ 157.375. Immunity to Civil Process

(a) While in this state for the sole purpose of compelling the return of a child
through a habeas corpus proceeding, the relator is not amenable to civil process and
is not subject to the jurisdiction of any civil court except the court in which the writ
is pending. The relator is subject to process and jurisdiction in that court only for
the purpose of prosecuting the writ.
(b) A request by the relator for costs, attorney's fees, and necessary travel and other
expenses under Chapter 106 or 152 is not a waiver of immunity to civil process.
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§ 157.376. No Existing Order

(a) If the right to possession of a child is not governed by an order, the court in a
habeas corpus proceeding involving the right of possession of the child:

(1) shall compel return of the child to the parent if the right of possession is
between a parent and a nonparent and a suit affecting the parent-child relationship
has not been filed; or

(2) may either compel return of the child or issue temporary orders under
Chapter 105 if a suit affecting the parent-child relationship is pending and the
parties have received notice of a hearing on temporary orders set for the same time
as the habeas corpus proceeding.

(b) The court may not use a habeas corpus proceeding to adjudicate the right of
possession of a child between two parents or between two or more nonparents.
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§ 157.377. to 157.420. [Reserved for expansion]
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