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The Family Code of the Philippines: Executive Order No.209.
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A marriage contracted by any party who, at the time of the celebration, was psychologically incapacitated to comply with the
essenttial marital obligations of marriage, shall likewise be void even if such incapacity becomes manifest only after its
solemnization .
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Title 11 Legal Separation

Art63,
The decree of legal separation shall have the following effects:
(1) M
M

(3) The custody of the minor children shall be awarded to the innocent spouse, subject to the provisions of Article 213 of this
Code; and
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TITLE IX PARENTAL AUTHORITY
Chapter 1. General Provisions
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Art. 209,

Pursuanttothe natural rightand duty of parents over the person and property of theirunemancipated children, parental authority
and responsibility shall include the caring for and rearing them for civic consciousness and efficiency and the development of
their moral, mental and physical character and well-being.
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Art.210.
Parental authority and responsibility may not be renounced or transferred except in the cases authorized by law. (313a)
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Chapter 5. Suspension
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Art. 213,
In case of separation of the parents, parental authority shall be exercised by the parent designated by the Court. The Court shall
take into account all relevant considerations, especially the choice of the child over seven years of age, unless the parent chosen
is unfit.
No child under seven years of age shall be separated from the mother, unless the court finds compelling reasons to order
otherwise.
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Art.214.
In case of death, absence or unsuitability of the parents, substitute parental authority shall be exercised by the surviving
grandparent. In case several survive, the one designated by the court, taking into account the same consideration mentioned in
the preceding article, shall exercise the autthority.
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Chapter 2. Substitute and Special Parental Authority
Art.216.

Indefault of parents or ajudicially appointed guardian, the following person shall exercise substitute parental authority over the
child in the order indicated:
(2) The surviving grandparent, as provided in Art. 214;
(2) The oldest brother or sister, over twenty-one years of age, unless unfit or disqualified; and
(3) The child's actual custodian, over twenty-one years of age, unless unfit or disqualified.
Whenever the appointment or a judicial guardian over the property of the child becomes necessary, the same order of
preference shall be observed.
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Chapter 3. Effect of Parental Authority
Upon the Persons of the Children
Art. 220.
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The parents and those exercising parental authority shall have with the respect to their unemancipated children on wards the
following rights and duties:
(2) To keep them in their company, to support, educate and instruct them by right precept and good example, and to provide
for their upbringing in keeping with their means;
(2) Togive them love and affection, advice and counsel, companionship and understanding;
(3) To provide them with moral and spiritual guidance, inculcate in them honesty, integrity, self-discipline, self-reliance,
industry and thrift, stimulate their interest in civic affairs, and inspire in them compliance with the duties of citizenship;
(4) To fumish them with good and wholesome educational materials, supervise their activities, recreation and association with
others, protect them from bad company, and prevent them from acquiring habits detrimental to their health, studiesand morals;
(5) To represent them in all matters affecting their interests;
(6) To demand from them respect and obedience;
(7) Toimpose discipline on them as may be required under the circumstances; and
(8) To perform such other duties as are imposed by law upon parents and guardians.
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Chapter 4. Effect of Parental Authority Upon
the Property of the Children
Art. 225,
The father and the mother shall jointly exercise legal guardianship over the property of the unemancipated common child
without the necessity of a court appointment. In case of disagreement, the father's decision shall prevail, unless there is ajudicial
order to the contrary.
Where the market value of the property or the annual income of the child exceeds P50,000, the parent concemed shall be
required to fumish a bond in such amount as the court may determine, but not less than ten per centum (10%) of the value of
the property or annual income, to guarantee the performance of the obligations prescribed for general guardians.
A verified petition for approval of the bond shall be filed in the proper court of the place where the child resides, or, if the child
resides in a foreign country, in the proper court of the place where the property or any part thereof is situated.
The petition shall be docketed as a summary special proceeding in which all incidents and issues regarding the performance
of the obligations referred to in the second paragraph of this Article shall be heard and resolved.
The ordinary rules on guardianship shall be merely suppletory except when the child is under substitutte parental authority, or
the guardian is a stranger, or a parent has remarried, in which case the ordinary rules on guardianship shall apply.
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Chapter 5. Suspension or Termination of Parental Authority
Art. 228,
Parental authority terminates permanently:
(2) Upon the death of the parents;
(2) Upon the death of the child; or
(3) Upon emancipation of the child.
BEE BOEFOELERUET
$228%

BOMERL, ROBEITKNHKT T %,

(1) REFDFEE

(2) TOFELE Xt

(3) FtFIcETs L

Art. 229,
Unless subsequently revived by a final judgment, parental authority also terminates:
(2) Upon adoption of the child;
(2) Upon appointment of ageneral guardian;
(3) Upon judicial declaration of abandonment of the child in a case filed for the purpose;
(4) Upon final judgment of a competent court divesting the party concemed of parental authority; or
(5) Upon judicial declaration of absence or incapacity of the person exercising parental authority.
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Art.23L
The court in an action filed for the purpose in a related case may also suspend parental authority if the parent or the person
exercising the same:
(2) Treats the child with excessive harshness or cruelty;
(2) Givesthe child corrupting orders, counsel or example;
(3) Compelsthe child to beg; or
(4) Subjects the child or allows him to be subjected to acts of lasciviousness.
The grounds enumerated above are deemed to include cases which have resulted from culpable negligence of the parent or
the person exercising parental authority.
Ifthe degree of seriousness sowarrants, or the welfare of the child so demands, the court shall deprive the guilty party of parental
authority or adopt such other measures as may be proper under the circumstances.




The suspension or deprivation may be revoked and the parental authority revived in a case filed for the purpose or in the same
proceeding if the court finds that the cause therefor has ceased and will not be repeated.
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Art.232.

If the person exercising parental aLthority has subjected the child or allowed him to be subjected to sexual abuse, such person
shall be permanently deprived by the court of such authority.
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Code of Muslim Personal Laws of the Philippines, Presidential Decree No.1083
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Presidential Decree No. 1083
A decree to ordain and promulgate a code recognizing the system of Filipino Muslim laws, codifying Muslim personal
laws, and providing for its administration and for other purposes.

KiEs 10835
T4V EVDLRY LEOHIEERAEL, LRV LGEREHILL, % OifT2HET 5%
HEED, FAiT 5720 DKRHFHE.

TITLEV Parental Authority
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CHAPTER | Nature and Effects
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Art 71,
Who exercises.— (1) The father and the mother shall jointly exercise just and reasonable parental authority and fulfil their
responsibility over their legitimate and acknowledged children. In case of disagreement, the father's decision shall prevail
unlessthere isajudicial order to the contrary.
(2) The mother shall exercise parental authority over her children bom out of wedlock, but the court may, when the best
interests of the children so require, appoint a general guardian.
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Article 72. Duty to parents.
(2) Children shall respect, revere, and obey their parents always unless the latter cast them into disbelief.

(2) Grandparents are likewise entitled to respect and reverence, and shall be consulted whenever practicable by all members
of the family on all important questions.
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Atrticle 73. Duty to children.
Every parent and every person exercising parental authority shall see to it that the rights of the children are respected, and
their duties complied with, and shall particularty by precept and example, imbue them with religious and civic attachment
to the ideal of permanent world peace.
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Art. 74. Effects upon person of children.
The parents have, with respect to their unemancipated children:
() The duty to support them, have them in their company, educate and instruct them in keeping with their means and
represent them in all actions which shall redound to their benefits; and
(b) The powver to correct, discipline, and punish them moderately
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Article 75. Effects upon property of children
() The father, or in his absence the mother, shall be the legal administrator of the property of the child under parental
authority. If the property is worth more than five thousand pesos, the father or the mother shall give a bond to be approved
by the court.
(2) The court may appoint a guardian (wasi) in the absence of one who is natural or testamentary.
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Article 76. Parental authority non-transferable.
Parental authority can neither be renounced nor transferred except as otherwise provided in this Code and the general
principles of Islamic law.
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Article 77. Extinguishment of parental authority.
(1) Parental aLthority terminates upon the death of the parents or the child, or upon emancipation.
(2) Subject to Article 78, the widowed mother who contracts a subsequent marriage shall lose parental authority and custody
over all children by the deceased husband, unless the second husband is related to them within the prohibited degrees of
consanguinity.
(3) The court may deprive a person of parental authority or suspend the exercise thereof if he treats his children with
excessive harshness, gives then corrupting or immoral orders and counsel, or abandons them.
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CHAPTERII Custody and Guardianship
Art. 78. Care and custodly.

(1) The care and custody of children below seven years of age whose parents are divorced shall belong to the mother or, in
her absence, to the matemal grandmother, the patermal grandmother, the sister and aunts. In their default, it shall devolve
upon the father and the nearest patemal relatives. The minor above seven years of age but below the age of puberty may
choose the parent with whom he wants to stay.

(2) The unmarried daughter who has reached the age of puberty shall stay with the father; the son, under the same
circumstances, shall stay with the mother.

o EHRURE
57 8% AERUEHE

(1) WSO L 7= 7 MRl 71 b ORE R OBREHCRD 5B 5, BAREDEE
Uk, RS OMR, 5O, RROMBUIA ISR 5B, T OBEREEAI
1%, REPELEDORXARIFECENRONS, TR LETH 2BEEHIGEL T nTEdH i,
RS B8R 2 2 LACE 5,

(2) BRIMCEL - RISONUE, R, BT LFET 205 FBIARIOS LTk, B AR
+3.




Title VI Transitory and
Final Provisions
Foihm ROEHIE KR
OBRAHBEE

REOWERIE, FHRIE
EEKOFER & fiFaic

ET WA DI 43
(WG Z AR
#, HAMBRHRA:
R 17 4F) 257-306
HicE T
%,

—fRIC T4 25—
Lkl ERBT B L
i3, HiA =T —
LIERAET,

A AT —ETIE,

B (puberty)

1, HSIRDIATREZ:
(e Th 5,

3FLD - HEELE AHEAE6035 1974F12H10H
Child and Youth Welfare Code of the Philippines
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- Art. 2. Titleand Scope of Code.
ROMY TH 5, “The Code shall be known asthe "Child and Youth Welfare Code”. It shall apply to persons below twenty-one years of
Preliminary /5 age except those emancipated in accordance with law. "Child™ or "minor” or “youth" as used in this Code, shall refer to
. such persons.
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) 7 adopted children. In case of disagreement, the father's decision shall prevail unless there is a judicial order to the contrary.
Section A. In General In case of the absence or death of either parentt, the present or surviving parent shall continue to exercise parental authority
W1 R over such children, unless in case of the surviving parent's remarriage, the court, for justifiable reasons, appoints another
. ] person as guardian.
Section B Adoption In case of separation of his parents, no child under five years of age shall be separated from his mother unless the court finds
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Art. 18. Grandparents.
Grandparents shall be consulted on important family questions but they shall not interfere in the exercise of parental aLthority

by the parents.
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Art. 19. Absence or Death of Parents.
Grandparents and in their default, the oldest brother or sister who is at least eighteen years of age, or the relative who has
actual custody of the child, shall exercise parental autthority in case of absence or death of both parents, unless a guardian has
been appointed in acoordance with the succeeding provision.
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Art 20. Guardian.
The court may, upon the death of the parents and in the cases mentioned in Arts. 328 to 332 of the Civil Code, appointa
guardian for the person and property of the child, on petition of any relative or friend of the family or the Department of
Social Welfare,

F2 05 BRA
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Art. 21. Dependent, Abandoned or Neglected Child.
The dependent, abandoned or neglected child shall be under the parental authority of a suitable or accredited person or
ingtitution that is caring for him as provided for under the four preceding articles, after the child has been declared
abandoned by either the court or the Department of Social Welfare.
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Art 22 Transfer to the Department of Social Welfare.
#2245 HAEHF~OXEE 0

Art. 23, Case Study.
235K r—R 2274 ()

Art. 24. Intervention of Department of Social VWelfare.
H245% HEEHRONA @)

Art. 25. Hearings Confidential.
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B2 5% FEOFHOER ()

Art. 26. Repealing Clause.
$2 65 BEEEIOFELE )

Chapter 2 RIGHTS OF PARENTS
F2E MHOER
Art. 43, Primary Right of Parents.
The parents shall have the right to the company of their children and, in relation to all other persons or ingtitutions dealing
with the child's development, the primary right and obligation to provide for their upbringing.
$4 3% FREVEEORE
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Art. 44. Rights Under the Civil Code.
Parents shall continue to exercise the rights mentioned in Articles 316 to 326 of the Civil Code over the person and
property of the child.
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Art. 45, Right to Discipline Child.

Parents have the right to discipline the child as may be necessary for the formation of his good character, and may therefore
require from him obedience to just and reasonable rules, suggestions and admonitions.
$4 5% BRI OHEMN
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Chapter 3 DUTIES OF PARENTS
Art. 46. General Duties.
Parents shall have the following general duties toward their children:
(2) Togive him affection, companionship and understanding;
(2) Toextend to him the benefits of moral guidance, self-discipline and religious instruction;
(3) Tosupervise his activities, including his recreation;
(4 Toinculcate in him the value of industry, thrift and self-reliance;
(5) Tostimulate his interest in civic affairs, teach him the duties of citizenship, and develop his commitment to his country;
(6) To advise him properly on any matter affecting his development and
well-being;
(7) To always set a good example;
(8) To provide him with adequate support, as defined in Article 290 of the Civil Code; and
(9) Toadminister his property, if any, according to his best interests, subject to the provisions of Article 320 of the Civil Code.
HIE MHORY
4 65 —IHIER;
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Art. 47. Family Affairs.
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Whenever proper, parents shall allow the child to participate in the discussion of family affairs, especially in matters that
particularly concem him.
In cases involving his discipline, the child shall be given a chance to present his side.

AT FROWH
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Art. 48 Winning Child's Confidence.
Parents shall endeavor to win the child's confidence and to encourage him to conduct with them on his activities and
problems.

F4 8% FoOESEHOES
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Art.57. Marriage.
Subject tothe provisions of the Civil Code, the child shall have the prerogative of choosing his future spouse. Parents should
not force or unduly influence him to marry a person he has not freely chosen.
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Chapter4 LIABILITIES OF PARENTS
Art.58. Torts.
Parents and guardians are responsible for the damage caused by the child under their parental authority in accordance with
the Civil Code.
H4H WBOTE
H58% FETR
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Art 59,60
%59, 60% ()

Title VVIII Special Categories of Children
Chapter 1 Dependent, Abandoned and Neglected Children

HF8E WlkAh7TT)—DT LD
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Art141-152
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Art. 153, Change of Custody.
The Department of Social Welfare shall have the authority to change the custody of a child committed to and duly licensed

child placement agency or individual if it appears that such change is for the best interests of the child. However, when
conflicting interests arise among child placement agencies the court shall order the change of commitment of the child.

¥$153% E#EOLHE
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Art. 154 Voluntary Commitment of a Child to an Institution.
%1545 BREEHOERAA ()

Art.155. Commitrment Must Be in Writing
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Art. 156, Legal Custody.
F15 6% HAEEFCLHENEE @)

Art. 157. Visitation or Inspection.
#1574 FUTEEIHAERERIC X 2RRUEE #8)

Art. 158. Report of Person or Institution
$158% WEEE ()

Art. 159. Temporary Custody of Child
Subject to regulation by the Department of Social Welfare and with the permission of the court in case of judicial
commitment, the competent authorities of any duly licensed child placement agency or individual to which a child has been
committed may place him in the care of any suitable person, at the latter's requeest, for a period not exceeding one month at
atime.
The temporary custody of the child shall be discontinued if it appears that he is not being given proper care, or at his own
request, or at the instance of the agency or person receiving him.
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Art160. Prohibited Acts.
#1605 %k @)

Art161 Duty to Report Abandonment
B16 15 EEREORE (1K)

Art162. Adoption of Dependent or Abandoned or Neglected Child
B162% RRFEEORT, EEUIA/L7 T @)

Art163.
Restoration of Child After Involuntary Commitment

#1635 THEELFEROTORR (8

Art164. Restoration After Voluntary Commitment
$164% HEFRERORE )

Art. 165 Removal of Custody

A petition to transfer custody of a child may be filed against a person or child welfare agency to whose custody a child has
been committed by the court based on neglect of such child as defined in Article 141(3). If the court, after notice and hearing,
is satisfied that the allegations of the petition are true and that it is for the best interest and welfare of the child the court shall
issue an order taking him from the custody of the person or agency, as the case may be, and committing him to the custody
of anather duly licensed child placement agency or individual.

The license of the agency or individual found guilty of such neglect may be suspended or revoked, as the court may deem
proper, in the same proceeding.

#1655 HESORT

FOBHOEEOHCIE, FHTNC X o TR S W2 TOEHT 2 53T & b Ehbi 4
MFAELTC 514 1455 3 FICERINATFISNT 242717 FRERE LTS, #H
Frid, AR e Y Y v 7ok, B COFRSBEIETH ) FOREOFIIT L RALIC S &
s 2 5500CiE, 20T %2 ORFEE LU OB T IEL L, ZOWRMIC X - T, o
Y2 ENR S B B IR 3 S RT3 2 L ST E B,

IV P OFEDRD - AN OCEEE OBSE, BHFTNEY) L 2T AICE, 2 O
CFfxichne, — e mos s ns,

12




Art. 166. Report of Maltreated or Abused Child.
Al hospitals, clinics and other institutions as well as private physicians providing treatment shall, within forty-eight hours
from knowledge of the case, report in writing to the city or provincial fiscal or to the Local Council for the Protection of
Children or to the nearest unit of the Department of Social \Welfare, any case of amaltreated or abused child, or exploitation
of anemployed child contrary to the provisions of labor laws. It shall be the duty of the Council for the Protection of Children
or the unit of the Department of Social Welfare to whom such a report is made to forward the same to the provincial or city
fiscal.
Violation of this provision shall subject the hospital, clinic, institution, or physician who fails to make such report to a fine of
not more than two thousand pesos.
In cases of sexual abuse, the records pertaining to the case shall be kept strictly confidential and no information relating
thereto shall be disclosed except in connection with any court or official proceeding based on such report. Any person
disclosing confidential information in violation of this provision shall be punished by a fine of not less than one hundred
pesos nor more than five thousand pesos, or by imprisonment for not less than thirty days nor more than one year, or both
such fine and imprisonment, at the discretion of the court.
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Art166-167
#$H166%—167% @

AHAEST76105 20034%F RAFEGRE (200345H26H)
Republic ActN0.9208 Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act of 2003

fig @t

& X

An Act to Institute Policies to Eliminate Trafficking in Persons Especially Women and Children, Establishing
the Necessary Institutional Mechanisms for the Protection and Support of Trafficked Persons, Providing
Penalties for Its violations, and for other
BRE~DNSFOEMEEFIC LY, NHIGHEEEORERVSHRD 7230 iC B2 HIBEA Ty = X 2
WL, FRCRERVZMED AT 2B T 3 7 DBEE R RE T 5 70 kiR

Section 1. Title.
This Act shall be known as the "Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act of 2003".

F1%k EBD
AiEE, 2003 ERAHEEE (Anti-Traffickingin Persons Act) | &9,

Section 2. Declaration of Policy.
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Itis hereby declared that the State values the dignity of every human person and guarantees the respect of individual rights.
In pursuit of this policy, the State shall give highest priority to the enactment of measures and development of programs that
will promote human dignity, protect the people from any threat of violence and exploitation, eliminate trafficking in persons,
and mitigate pressures for involuntary migration and servitude of persons, not only to support trafficked persons but more
importantly, to ensure their recovery, rehabilitation and reintegration into the mainstream of society.
It shall be a State policy to recognize the equal rights and inherent human dignity of wormen and men as enshrined in the
United Nations Universal Declaration on Human Rights, United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, United
Nations Convention on the Protection of Migrant Workers and their Families. United Nations Convention Against
Transnational Organized Crime Including its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially
Women and Children and all other relevant and universally accepted human rights instruments and other intemational
conventions to which the Philippines is a signatory.
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Section 3. Definition of Terms.
Asused inthis Act:
(a) Trafficking in Persons - refers to the recruitment, transportation, transfer or harboring, or receipt of persons with or without
the victim's consent or knowledge, within or across national borders by means of threat or use of force, or other forms of
coercion, abduction, fraud, deception, abuse of power or of position, taking advantage of the vulnerability of the person, o,
the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person for the
purpose of exploitation which includes at a minimum, the exploitation or the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual
exploitation, forced labor or services, slavery, servitude or the removal or sale of organs.
The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of a child for the purpase of exploitation shall also be considered
as "trafficking in persons' even if it does not involve any of the means set forth in the preceding paragraph.
(b) Child - refers to a person below eighteen (18) years of age or one who is over eighteen (18) but is unable to fully take
care of or protect himselffherself from abuse, neglect, cruelty, exploitation, or discrimination because of a physical or mental
disability or condition.
(c) Prostitution - refers to any act, transaction, scheme or design involving the use of a person by another, for sexual
intercourse or lascivious conduct in exchange for money, profit or any other consideration.
(d) Forced Labor and Slavery - refer to the extraction of work or services fromany person by means of enticement, violence,
intimidation or threat, use of force or coercion, including deprivation of freedom, abuse of authority or moral ascendancy,
debt-hondage or deception.
(€) Sex Tourism - refers to a program organized by travel and tourism-related establishments and individuals which consists
of tourism packages or activities, utilizing and offering escort and sexual services as enticement for tourists. This includes
sexual services and practices offered during rest and recreation periods for members of the military.
(f) Sexual Exploitation - refers to participation by a person in prostitution or the production of pomographic materials as a
result of being subjected to a threat, deception, coercion, abduction, force, abuse of authority, debt bondage, fraud or through
abuse of a victim's vulnerability.
(0) Debt Bondage - refers to the pledging by the debtor of hisher personal services or labor or those of aperson under hisher
control as security or payment for a debt, when the length and nature of services is not clearly defined or when the value of
the services as reasonably assessed is not applied toward the liquidation of the debt.
(h) Pomography - refers to any representation, through publication, exhibition, cinematography, indecent shows,
information technology, or by whatever means, of a person engaged in real or simulated explicit sexual activities or any
representation of the sexual parts of aperson for primarily sexual purposes.
(i) Council - shall mean the Inter-Agency Council Against Trafficking created under Section 20 of this Act.
3% (FEEOER)

AFECRUTOLEY LT 2,

(@  AEHU|(Trafficking in Persons) - #5# ORI Z3E%D A #E CEINES M 2250

b3, B, FhHXFZ oot FE, FEK Rt Ao, Ao

WesstE ORI FEAE HI T2, Ao#hE, B8, Bl AT AN, N3,

14




B & b E RV Ge, % Ofhofelkic X 2 MEIFERL HaHI5E), ahF 8
IR, OGE RAE, BEERRHIOGER 2 S UHED $5 2 L HME LTARX
fid 2 B DEERTE 5 0O LESTA DR 2\ ),

PR R BN & 32 BN 2 NOfEs, 8, (iE, INASUEZ T AL, HiE
ICED B TFERA ST RVIEATH->TH, [AHEE LaaTdh0LT 3,

(b)  RE(Chid) - 18 FAMOE, X, WA IR LREC X Y, Ef,
RV b, HlER TR, HERCUIFEIRS S H b %+ B T & 7o 18 %2
LoFEEGS,

(© 7% (Prostitution) - £8%, FIZ5% OOIH & 5 [#a2 1 LTI B WA A7 S
HTAEHNE T2, &2Tofrh, BB, FFRXEERE A AZFIAT 2L %
&) B,

(d) k5518 B G (Forced Labor and Slavery) - #5[K, %77, g3, HHORFE
Eh At BT UIEH], M I ETENHER OB, SHIcH o (A, ok
L&D, Whk2EHNODOFHENE 72 I OEHE S,

(& v 7RY—Y X 2L(SexTourism) - ikl TCEDEBHEDAFBIAT MBI X b A X
N7 a7 LG, BOEE~DOFHRE LR — v 22 AR 28
HD72HD 3y 7 —Y RATEEZ 5, RO U CIREMRIRIABAIC IR At X L 214
B — 2 R OHRATE D ZhICEENE b DL T3,

(©  PEAFEILSexual Exploitation) - 38, fal, BUTE, HEL il HEHOEMH, S5
Fo CHM, FEICUINER DSt oBAEE T o /5% & L Ch SNl T4
MiFFN ) Y oBhEICEE T3 2 RS,

(g  EFIC X 2 ¥ (Debts Bondage) - fE55# 4%, {RAFXILEHOIRF & LT, EFeH
NOEFE, FHENIIMEHEOFHITICH 2HICL 2 I NLDTAENT DT, %
T DIART S OHEE ASHRE IS B 8 © T I WA U AT ELE X N 185550
MEA L HEBORBEZICHETON TN EER NI,

() Hv/ (Pomography) - i, [E/R, Wb, TeaZeBlfT, Rz o U35
B L B 7, BAEZAMERATRICIEE S 25 (W 2 FE LMD ARV, IC
XY mEnsLToRME, dFEL LTHNERND 00 AOHIRT IR 22T o
FHE D,

() FES(Cound) - A 20 Lo 2T A N3, RAHEG FHRkET#S (Inter-
Agency Council Against Trafficking) % \» 9

Section 4. Acts of Trafficking in Persons.
It shall be unlawful for any person, natural or juridical, to commit any of the following acts:
(a) To recruit, transport, transfer; harbor, provide, or receive a person by any means, including those done under the pretext
of domestic or overseas employment or training or apprenticeship, for the purpose of prostitution, pomography, sexual
exploitation, forced labor, slavery, involuntary servitude or debt bondage;
(b) To introduce or match for money, profit, or material, economic or other consideration, any person or, as provided for
under Republic Act No. 6955, any Filipino woman to a foreign national, for marriage for the purpose of acquiring, buying,
offering, selling or trading himv/her to engage in prostitution, pomography, sexual exploitation, forced labor, slavery,
involuntary servitde or debt bondage;
(c) Tooffer or contract marriage, real or simulated, for the purpose of acquiring, buying, offering, selling, or trading them to
engage in prostitution, pomography, sexual exploitation, forced labor or slavery, involuntary servitude or debt bondage;
(d) To undertake or organize tours and travel plans consisting of tourism packages or activities for the purpose of utilizing
and offering persons for prostitution, pomography or sexual exploitation;
(e) To maintain or hire a person to engage in prostitution or pomography;
(f) To adopt or facilitate the adoption of persons for the purpose of prostitution, pomography, sexual exploitation, forced
labor, slavery, involuntary servitude or debt bondage;
(9) To recruit, hire, adopt, transport or abduct a person, by means of threat or use of force, fraud, deceit, violence, coercion,
or intimidation for the purpose of removal or sale of organs of said person; and
(h) To recruit, transport or adopt a child to engage in ammed activities in the Philippines or abroad.
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Section 5. Acts that Promote Trafficking in Persons.
The following acts which promote or facilitate trafficking in persons, shall be unlawful:
() To knowingly lease or sublease, use or allow to be used any house, building or establishment for the purpose of
promoting trafficking in persons;
(b) To produce, print and issue or distribute unissued, tampered or fake counseling certificates, registration stickers and
certificates of any govemment agency which issues these certificates and stickers as proof of compliance with govemment
regulatory and pre-departure requirements for the purpose of promoting trafficking in persons;
(¢) To advertise, publish, print, broadcast or distribute, or cause the advertisement, publication, printing, broadcasting or
distribution by any means, including the use of information technology and the intemet, of any brochure, fiyer, or any
propaganda material that promotes trafficking in persons;
(d) To assist in the conduct of misrepresentation or fraud for purposes of facilitating the acquisition of clearances and
necessary exit documents from govermnment agencies that are mandated to provide pre-departure registration and services
for departing persons for the purpose of promoting trafficking in persons;
(e) Tofacilitate, assist or help in the exit and entry of persons from/to the country at intemational and local airports, territorial
boundaries and seaports who are in possession of unissued, tampered or fraudulent travel documents for the purpose of
promoting trafficking in persons;
(f) To confiscate, conceal, or destroy the passport, travel documents, or personal documents or belongings of trafficked
persons in furtherance of trafficking or to prevent them from leaving the country or seeking redress from the govemment or
appropriate agencies; and
(9) To knowingly benefit from, financial or otherwise, or make use of; the labor or services of a person held to a condition
of involuntary servitude, forced labor, or slavery.
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Section 6. Qualified Trafficking in Persons.
The following are considered as qualified trafficking:
(8) When the trafficked person is a child;
(b) When the adoption is effected through Republic Act No. 8043, otherwise known as the "Inter-Country Adoption Act
of 1995" and said adoption is for the purpose of prostitution, pomography, sexual exploitation, forced labor, slavery,
involuntary servitude or debt bondage;
(c) When the crime is committed by a syndicate, or in large scale. Trafficking is deemed committed by a syndicate if carried
out by a group of three (3) or more persons conspiring or confederating with one another. It is deemed committed in large
scale if committed against three (3) or more persons, individually or asa group;
(d) When the offender is an ascendant, parent, sibling, guardian or a person who exercises authority over the trafficked
person or when the offense is committed by a public officer or employes;
(€) When the trafficked person is recruited to engage in prostitution with any member of the military or lavww enforcement
agencies,
(f) When the offender is a member of the miilitary or law enforcement agencies; and
() When by reason or on occasion of the act of trafficking in persons, the offended party dies, becomes insane, suffers
mutilation or is afflicted with Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) or the Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome
(AIDS).
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Section 7. Confidentiality.
BTH BERD 0

Section 8. Prosecution of Cases.

Any personwho has personal knowledge of the commission of any offense under this Act, the trafficked person, the parents,
spouse, siblings, children or legal guardian may file a complaint for trafficking.
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Section 9. Venue.
A criminal action arising from violation of this Act shall be filed where the offense was committed, or where any of its
elements occurred, or where the trafficked person actually resides at the time of the commission of the offense: Provided,
That the court where the criminal action is first filed shall acquire jurisdiction to the exclusion of other courts.
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Section 10. Penalties and Sanctions.
#1105 EHIRVHEER) G

Section 11. Use of Trafficked Persons.
F1 1% GAFIEEOFH) W)

Section 12. Prescriptive Period.
125 )

Section 13. Exemption from Filing Fees.
135 GRMEMAORER) 6F)

Section 14. Confiscation and Forfeiture of the Proceeds and Instruments Derived from Trafficking in Persons.
F1 45 \HAG2b4 L7-FARSR IO - 500 ()

Section 15. Trust Fund.
F15% (Gt B

Section 16. Programs that Address Trafficking in Persons.
#8165 NFBGIOHAT 2/ ur5s) )

Section 17. Legal Protection to Trafficked Persons.
B/1 7% GAEEE R 2E0RE (%)

Section 18. Preferential Entitlement Under the Witness Protection Program.
#5184 GENFET 1S McHo L BSEIER) ()
Section 19. Trafficked Persons \Who are Foreign Nationals.
Subject to the guidelines issued by the Council, trafficked persons in the Philippines who are nationals of a foreign country
shall also be entitled to appropriate protection, assistance and services available to trafficked personsunder this Act: Provided,
That they shall be permitted continued presence inthe Philippines for alength of time prescribed by the Council as necessary
to effect the prosecution of offenders.
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Section 20. Inter-Agency Council Against Trafficking.
#2005 (RASEG RS 08

Section 21. Functions of the Council.
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Section 22, Secretariat to the Council.
$224% GReasrR) &)

Section 23. Mandatory Services to Trafficked Persons.
B2 3% BNFIG NS 22H0Y—ER)  (#)

Section 24. Other Services for Trafficked Persons.
F2 4% HAHIEE I 3 20ftiod—r2) @)

Section 25. Repatriation of Trafficked Persons.
The DFA, in coordination with DOLE and other appropriate agencies, shall have the primary responsibility for the
repatriation of trafficked persons, regardless of whether they are documented or undocumented.
If, however, the repatriation of the trafficked persons shall expose the victims to greater risks, the DFA shall make
representation with the host govemment for the extension of appropriate residency permits and protection, as may be legally
permissible in the host country.
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Section 26. Extradition.
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Section 27. Reporting Requirements.
B2 TR EEER) 0B

Section 28. Funding.
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Section 29. Implementing Rules and Regulations.
82 9% RERVHAOER) @)

Section 30. Non-restriction of Freedom of Speech and of Association, Religion and the Right to Travel.
#3 0% GHRkURtL SERUBEIOBEICTT 28H) 0
Section 31. Separability Clause.
H3 1% TR @
Section 32. Repealing clause
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Section 33. Effectivity.
%3 3% ko) %)
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Special Protection of Children Against Abuse, Exploitation and Discrimination Act

figt

B

%* X

REPUBLIC ACT 7610

19




HEE H7610%
AN ACT PROVIDING FOR STRONGER DETERRENCE AND SPECIAL PROTECTION AGAINST
CHILD ABUSE, EXPLOITATION AND DISCRIMINATION, PROVIDING PENALTIESFORITS
VIOLATION, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES
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ARTICLEI
TITLE, POLICY, PRINCIPLES AND DEFINITION OF TERMS

BIE RE B FHIKUHHROER

SECTION 1. Title.
This Act shall be known as the “‘Special Protection of Children Against Child Abuse, Exploitation and Discrimination
Act”
F1k EH
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SEC. 2. Declaration of State Policy and Principles.—
It is hereby declared to be the policy of the State to provide special protection to children from all forms of abuse, neglect,
cruelty, exploitation and discrimination, and other conditions prejudicial to their development; provide sanctions for their
commission and carry out a program for prevention and deterrence of and crisis intervention in situations of child abuse,
exploitation and discrimination. The State shall intervene on behalf of the child when the parent, guardian, teacher or person
having care or custody of the child fails or is unable to protect the child against abuse, exploitation and discrimination or
when such acts against the child are committed by the said parent, guardian, teacher or person having care and custody of
the same.
Itshall be the policy of the State to protect and rehabilitate children gravely threatened or endangered by circumstances which
affect or will affect their survival and normal development and over which they have no control.
The best interests of children shall be the paramount consideration in all actions conceming them, whether undertaken by
public or private social welfare institutions, courts of law, administrative authorities, and legislative bodies, consistent with
the principles of First Call for Children as enunciated in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Every
effort shall be exerted to promote the welfare of children and enhance their opportunities for a useful and happy life.
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SEC. 3. Definition of Terms. -
(8) “Children” refers to persons below eighteen (18) years of age or those over but are unable to fully take care of themselves
from abuse, neglect, cruelty, exploitation or discrimination because of aphysical or mental disability or condition;
(b)“Child abuse” refers to the maltreatment, whether habitual or not, of the child which includes any of the following:
(2) Psychological and physical abuse, neglect, cruelty, sexual abuse and emotional maltreatment;
(2)Any act by deeds or words which debases, degrades or demeans the intrinsic worth and dignity of a child asahuman
being;
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(3)Unreasonable deprivation of his basic needs for survival, such as food and shelter; or

(4) Failure to immediately give medical treatment to an injured child resulting in serious impairment of his growth and
development or in his permanent incapacity or death.
(c) Circumstances which gravely threaten or endanger the survival and normal development of children” include, but are
not limited to, the following:

(1) Being in community where there is ammed conflict or being affected by armed conflict-related activities;

(2) Working under conditions hazardous to life, safety and morals which unduly interfere with their normal development;

(3) inorfending for themselves in the streets of urban or rural areas without the care of parents or a guardian or any adult
supervision needed for their welfare;

(4) Beingamember of an indigenous cultural community and/or living under conditions of extreme poverty or inan area
which is underdeveloped and/or lacks or has inadequate access to basic services needed for a good quality of life;

(5) Being a victim of man-made or natural disaster or calamity; or

(6) Circumstances analogous to those abovestated which endanger the life, safety or normal development of children.
(d) “Comprehensive program against child abuse, exploitation and discrimination’ refers o the coordinated program of
services and facilities to protect children against

(2) Child prostitution and other sexual abuse;

(2) Child trafficking

(3) Obscene publications and indecent shows;

(4)Other acts of abuse; and

(5) Circumstances which threaten or endanger the survival and nomal development of children.
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ARTICLEII

PROGRAM ON CHILD ABUSE, EXPLOITATION AND DISCRIMINATION
SEC. 4. Formulation of the Program.
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ARTICLE IlI
CHILDPROSTITUTION AND OTHER SEXUAL ABUSE (%)

HBIE REEFERUZOMMERERS @)

ARTICLE IV
CHILD TRAFFICKING
SEC. 7. Child Trafficking.
Any person who shall engage in trading and dealing with children including, but not limited to, the act of buying and selling
of a child for money, or for any other consideration, or barter, shall suffer the penalty of reclusion temporal to reclusion
perpetua. The penalty shall be imposed in its maximum period when the victim is under twelve (12) years of age
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SEC. 8. Attempt to Commit Child Trafficking.
There is an attempt to commit child trafficking under Section 7 of this Act:

() When a child travels alone to a foreign country without valid reason therefor and without clearance issued by the

Department of Social Welfare and Development or written permit or justification from the child’s parents or legal
guardian;

(b) When a pregnant mother executes an affidavit of consent for adoption for aconsideration;

(c) When aperson, agency;, establishment or child caring institution recruits women or couples to bear children for the
purpose of child trafficking;

(dl) When adoctor, hospital or clinic official or employee, nurse, midwife, local civil registrar or any other person
simulates birth for the purpose of child trafficking; or

(&) When aperson engages in the act of finding children among low-income families, hospitals, clinics, nurseries, day-
care centers, or other child-caring institutions who can be offered for the purpose of child trafficking.

A penalty lower by two (2) degrees than that prescribed for the consummated felony under Section 7 hereof shall be
imposed upon the principals of the attempt to commit child trafficking under this Act
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ARTICLEV
OBSCENE PUBLICATIONS AND INDECENT SHOWS
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ARTICLEVI
OTHER ACTS OF ABUSE
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ARTICLEVII
SANCTIONS FOR ESTABLISHMENTS OR ENTERPRISES
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ARTICLE VI
WORKING CHILDREN

H8E REDYE 8)

ARTICLEIX
CHILDREN OF INDIGENOUS CULTURAL COMMUNITIES
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ARTICLEX
CHILDREN INSITUATIONS OF ARMED CONFLICT
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ARTICLE XI
REMEDIAL PROCEDURES
SEC. 27. Who May File a Complaint.
Complaints on cases of unlawful acts committed against children as enumerated herein may be filed by the following:
(8) Offencled party;
(b) Parents or guardians;
(c) Ascendant or collateral relative within the third degree of consanguinity;
(d) Officer, social worker or representative of a licensed child-caring institution;
(e) Officer or social worker of the Department of Social Welfare and Development;
(f) Barangay chairman; or
(9) tleast three (3) concermed, responsible citizens where the violation occurred.
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SEC. 28. Protective Custody of the Child. —
The offended party shall be immediately placed under the protective custody of the Department of Social Welfare and
Development pursuant to Executive Order No. 56, series of 1986. In the regular performance of this function, the officer of
the Department of Social Welfare and Development shall be free from any administrative, civil or criminal liability. Custody
proceedings shall be in accordance with the provisions of Presidential Decree No. 603.
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SEC. 29. Confidentiality.
At the instance of the offended party, his name may be withheld from the public until the court acquires jurisdiction over the
case.
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SEC. 30. Special Court Proceedings.

Casesinvolving violations of this Act shall be heard in the chambers of the judge of the Regional Trial Courtduly designated
as Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court.
Any provision of existing law to the contrary notwithstanding and with the exception of habeas corpus, election cases, and
cases involving detention prisoners and persons covered by Republic Act No. 4908, all courts shall give preference to the
hearing or disposition of cases involving violations of this Act
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ARTICLE XIl COMMON PENAL PROVISIONS
SEC. 31. Common Penal Provisions.

() The penalty provided under this Act shall be imposed in its maximum period if the offender has been previously
convicted under this Act;
(b) When the offender is a corporation, partnership or association, the officer or employee thereof who is responsible for the
violation of this Act shall suffer the penalty imposed in its maximum period;
(c) The penalty provided herein shall be impased in its maximum period when the perpetrator is an ascendant, parent,
guardian, stepparent or collateral relative within the second degree of consanguinity or affinity, or a manager or owner of an
establishment which has no license to operate o its license has expired or has been revoked;
(dl) When the offender is a foreigner, he shall be deported immediately after service of sentence and forever barred from
entry to the country;
(€) The penalty provided for in this Act shall be imposed in its maximum period if the offender is a public officer or
employee: Provided, however, That if the penalty imposed is reclusion perpetua or reclusion temporal, then the penalty of
perpetual or temporary absolute disqualification shall also be imposed: Provided, finally, That if the penalty imposed is
prision correctional or arresto mayor, the penalty of suspension shall also be imposed; and
(f) Afine to be determined by the court shall be imposed and administered as a cash fund by the Department of Social
Welfare and Developmentand disbursed for the rehabilitation of each child victim, or any immediate member of his family
if the latter is the perpetrator of the offense.
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ARTICLEXIII
FINAL PROVISIONS

Bl2E BHEE )

24




