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In the month of August last the Undersigned found it
necessary to complain to His Excellency of the opposition
offered by the local authorities at Niigata to the shipment of
Rice in foreign ships and His Excellency informed him in his
reply of the 22™ August that this contravention of the

agreement made between the Japanese Government and all the

foreign Representatives relative to the transport of Rice
between the open Ports in Japan would be corrected.

The Undersigned regrets to say however, that he continues
to receive from Her Majesty’s Consul at Niigata unfavorable
accounts of the conduct of the local authorities, not only with
reference to the exportation of Rice, which they still interfere
with, but also as regards their general disposition towards
foreigners.

It appears that instead of exerting themselves to facilitate
friendly intercourse between Japanese and foreigners, and to
encourage the growth of commerce at this new Port, they view
with disfavor the readiness shown by the people themselves to
profit by the opening of Niigata to foreign trade, and they
actually place impediments in the way of the transactions of the
native and foreign merchants.

It is necessary, therefore, that the Undersigned should inquire
whether this conduct is the result of ignorance or of design on
the part of the authorities in question, and to point out to His
Excellency that in any case it is incumbent on the Japanese
Government to confide the management of foreign affairs in that
quarter to officers who will faithfully act up to the spirit of the

Treaties, and who will set an example of friendliness and good
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faith towards foreigners instead of taking advantage of their
distance from the seat of Government to act according to their
own private aims, and feelings.

The form in which the local government is at present
constituted seems to contribute to this unfavorable state of
affairs.

Although Niigata and Ebisuminato in Sado form one Port, the
officers stationed at the latter place do not appear, in matters of
Customs and Foreign Trade, to be under the orders of those at
Niigata, and the officers at Niigata are again subordinate to
those of the small inland town of Suibara. If this arrangement
should continue, it may become requisite for Her Majesty’s
Consul to proceed frequently to that town in order that he may
have access to the principal functionary there, whenever want
of authority on the part of the officers stationed at Niigata may
render such a step necessary.

The Undersigned feels compelled also to observe that most of
the difficulties of which he has to complain appear to emanate
from the latter town. He is informed that the officers of Suibara
have arrested a number of Niigata merchants who had gone
there to buy rice, and it is also stated that they have stopped

the mouth of the cross stream connecting the Akanokawa with

the Shinanogawa in order to prevent rice boats from going to
Niigata.

The Undersigned feels convinced that on being informed of
the above circumstances, the Japanese Government will speedily
take measures to remove these causes of complaint. Owing to
the want of a harbor at Niigata, the foreigners who are
endeavouring to open commerce at that Port have already to
contend with serious physical difficulties, and it would be hard
indeed that these should be increased by want either of proper

arrangements or of a good disposition on the part of the local

(&)

Government.
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