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Background & Objectives
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In December, 2015, a resolution jointly proposed by 142 countries to designate November 5 as “World Tsunami Awareness
Day,” was adopted by consensus at the United Nations General Assembly. Japan took a leading role for the creation of “World
Tsunami Awareness Day” to raise public awareness of the risk caused by tsunamis and to enhance tsunami countermeasures.
The designation of November 5 comes from the famous “Inamura-no-hi” story about Hamaguchi Goryo, a village leader in
Hirogawa-cho, Wakayama Prefecture, who saved the lives of village inhabitants by setting fire to his sheaves of rice, thus
quickly disseminating information about a giant Tsunami triggered by the Ansei Nankai Earthquake on November 5 in 1854.
This led to the evacuation of the village to high ground, and he then made an effort to build back better. In later years, “Inamura-
no-Hi no Yakata”, or the Hall of the Fire of Rice Sheaves, was established in Hirogawa-cho in Wakayama Prefecture to hand
down the experiences and lessons learned from the tsunamis they experienced to future generations.

Tsunami museums have been established around the world, such as the Pacific Tsunami Museum in Hawaii and the Aceh
Tsunami Museum in Indonesia, preserving images of tsunami damage and records of measures taken. It is important to pass on
these records kept in tsunami museums to the next generation, to share these experiences and lessons learned with the world,
and to prepare against future tsunamis, which may strike at any moment.

In light of the above, the First World Tsunami Museum Conference was held in Ishigaki City, Okinawa Prefecture, Japan, on 5
November 2017, to share knowledge and experiences among the participating tsunami museums around the world. The
Conference held active discussions on key challenges and actions to effectively pass down the lessons learned from the
damages caused by tsunamis to the future generations.

Considering that the year 2018 commemorates the 25" year since the Hokkaido-nansei-oki Earthquake in 1993 (230 people
dead or missing), the conference this year will focus on “chronological perspective” and discuss the evolving roles and
challenges of tsunami museums at each phase of post-disaster period and onwards, as well as discussion of the efforts and
activities to preserve experiences of, and lessons learned from disasters.
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Organizers United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) Office in Japan, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(MOFA) of Japan, Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA)

Co-organizers (tentative) International Council of Museums Asia-Pacific Alliance (ICOM-ASPAC), Japanese National Committee for
ICOM, Tokyo National Museum

Supporters (tentative) National Resilience Promotion Headquarters, Cabinet Office of Japan, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure,
Transport and Tourism (MLIT) of Japan, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
(MEXT) of Japan, Japanese Association of Museums, Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)

Cooperation International Research Institute of Disaster Science (IRIDeS) Tohoku University
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Theme (tentative): “Roles of Tsunami Museums from chronological perspectives - keeping the
memories and lessons alive and passing them down for future generations”

Program
09:30 Opening

Part 1: Passing down lessons and communicating about the of disasters

threats of disasters from generation to generation

Moderator: Dr. Yuichi Ono, Professor of IRIDeS, Tohoku National Museum
University

12:00 Session 1:“Importance of communication and the
09:50 “Importance of passing down experiences and role of UNESCO at the time of disasters”

communicating about threats of tsunami
generations”

Dr. Fumihiko Imamura, Director of IRIDeS, UNESCO
Professor of Tsunami Engineering, Tohoku
University 12:20 Session 2:” Efforts to preserve cultural assets after
the Great East Japan Earthquake (tentative title)”
10:00 Session 1: “How should disasters and threats of Presentation by Dr. Nobuyuki Kamba, Honorary
tsunami be recorded and communicated? * member of Tokyo National Museum

<Presentations>

+ Japan (Okushiri Tsunami Museum) 12:40 Panel Discussion (tentative)
* Indonesia (Aceh Tsunami Museum) Panelists:
* China (5.12 Wenchuan Earthquake Memorial - Presenters of Session 1 and 2
Museum) - Dr. Mitsuru Haga, Professor, Tohoku University
- Mr. Tomohiro Akutsu, Chief, Preservation Section,
10:45 Session 2: “Efforts and measures by National Archives of Japan
governments to preserve records and memories
of tsunami” 13:20 Closing Remarks
<Presentations> * Moderator Wrap-up, Dr. Yuichi Ono, Professor of
» Ms. Kazuko Kohri, Mayor of Sendai City IRIDeS, Tohoku University
» Mr. Ricardo Toro Tassara, National Director, » Dr. Johei Sasaki, Executive Director, Kyoto National
National Office of Emergency of the Interior Museum

Ministry (ONEMI), Chile

11:15 Panel Discussion
Panelists: Presenters of Session 1 and 2
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11:45 Break
Part 2: Towards conservation and inheritance of the memories

Moderator: Mr. Yuji Kurihara, Executive Vice Director, Kyoto

between Presentation by Ms. Mirta Lourenco, Chief, section
for Media Development and Society, CI/FEM, ClI,

* Dr. Hiroyuki Shimatani, Executive Director,
Kyushu National Museum

13:30 Closure
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