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e His Excellency Mr. Aliyev,/ President of the Republic of
Azerbaijan,/ Distinguished Colleagues,/ Ladies and
Gentlemen. | am deeply honored/ to have an opportunity
to give a speech/ on behalf of the Government of Japan,/

at this important and commemorative ceremony.

eFirst of all,/ | would like to congratulate all parties/ on the
successful extension of the Production Sharing
Agreement/ of the Azeri-Chirag-Gunashli oil field until

2050,/ which is said to be a "contract of the century."

eThe ACG oil field is extremely important for Japan/ for

diversifying energy sources/ in order to secure stable

energy supply.
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eFrom Japan,/ INPEX and Itochu Corporation has
participated/ in the ACG oil field development. | sincerely
hope/ that these Japanese companies will continue to
cooperate/ with the Government of Azerbaijan and the

consortium/ to achieve success in the project.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

eJust last week,/ Japan and Azerbaijan celebrated/ the 25"
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations.
The cooperation between the two countries/ has evolved
dramatically in the last 25 years. The range of our
interactions has widened in recent years/ from political
and economic area/ to include exchanges among
parliaments and municipalities of both countries. There is

no doubt/ that the long-term cooperation on the ACG/




TLEZ—FHWAONI=2 &%, KEELCELE |  has helped to bolster this bilateral relations. Thus,/ | am
ER delighted to welcome the extension at this ceremony/ on
the occasion of the 25" anniversary of the diplomatic

relations.

QL EHRIBY, MENKEFRBIL2 5FEZEH#ICT 1) | @Prime Minister Abe as well exchanged letter with
IOKMMEEEBEZRML, TRILXF—HFTDT | President Aliyev on the occasion of the 25" anniversary
TILNNA DY VIZEITHEERTEDFTEADE | of the diplomatic relations, and on that letter he
[CERLTWET, welcomed activity of Japanese companies in the energy

sector.

OEAEIE. ZEIINAL O UDMIILIE, #2554 > | eSince Azerbaijan’s independence,/ Japan has provided a
TS58E, #8Y—ERXAOHREICEALESE., #5H| support of approximately 114.7 billion yen,/ or 1.1 billion
1, 14 7/EABH. FILIZHBRETSEHM1 18| US dollars in total,/ focusing on the development of

FILBEEDOXEZE L TEE L, BEEMIZIE, economic infrastructure/ and improvement of social
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services in Azerbaijan.
For example,/ Japan has promoted large-scale national
projects/ for enhancing economic and social infrastructure,/
such as the construction of Simal Gas Thermal Power
Plant/ as well as the improvement of rural water supply and
sewage systems. In addition,/ Japan has implemented a
total of 222 projects in rural areas/ through grassroots grant
aid,/ such as improvement of kindergartens, public health
centers, water-drawing spots,/ which directly contribute to

the people's lives.

Ladies and gentlemen,
«Japan has also emphasized/ the importance of human
resource development itself. We have implemented JICA

trainee projects,/ through which about 640 people visited
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Japan from Azerbaijan,/ along with government
scholarship and various other visiting programs. Japan
intends to continue to implement proactively/ such human

resource development and exchange programs.

eFurthermore,/ in addition to governmental schemes,
training programs provided by private sector/ such as
INPEX and JGC have contributed to the development of
the wealth of talent in Azerbaijan. For example,/ between
SOCAR and INPEX,/ training programs for SOCAR
young engineers have started in 2016. | am pleased to
acknowledge/ that for this year’s program,/ SOCAR
trainees are currently visiting Japan. | hope/ that such
exchange will further promote/ multilateral cooperation

between Azerbaijan and Japanese companies.




SEOBHERZF T VRILE L, F1-. 413ZE1%4% | eIn closing,/ | hope that the cooperative relationship

32 5EFEEZ#IC, MEOHABERLS, HHWPSB|  between the two countries/ will further develop in every
SPFIZEVWT—RBRHBELZIDIZEEL T Z & | field,/ building on the symbolic extension of the contract/
THIHFLET, and the 25th anniversary of establishment of the

diplomatic relations.

@ “HEHYUNES TETNVELT, e Thank you for your kind attention.




