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Our Knowledge of Japan Before Versus After Visiting Japan... LESSONS LEARNED

Perspective Before Visiting Japan (key themes)

= POPCULTURE:

= Discovered the depth and unique nature of
the alliance between Japan and the United
States.

= Learned the far reaching implications of
recent national security legislation, the
reinterpretation of Article 9 of the
Japanese Gonstitution, and the revision of
bilateral defense guidelines.

* These changes wil | have a profound impact
on the U.S.-Japan alliance, allowing both
parties to reevaluate the scope of the
alliance and maximize opportunities.

= Anime, Sushi, Miyazakifilms
=  STRATEGIC/SECURITY:
= U.S.-JapanAlliance
= Advanced technology
= CULTURAL:
= A polite and respectful culture
= Demographics

Perspective After Visiting Japan (key themes)

= STRATEGIC/SECURITY: g :

= A nationthat promotes peace and stability:
= Article 9
= CULTURAL:

= A polite and respectful culture

= A clean, quiet, efficient, and safe nation

= Demographics (diversity, including Tokyo vs. Hiroshima
(cities vs. rural regions)

= Shintoism, Buddhism, and religious influences (the
interest in harmonious coexistence)
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SPREADING THE WORD

* What: Photo essay on New ist with i ions and descriptions of

meetings and sites

* How: Post on Atlantic Council website and share on Facebook and Twitter

* Why: To share our experiences and impressions of Japan with our colleagues and
fellow international relations researchers through an easy to follow, visually
attractive medium

* When: Mid-March

* Who: Team effort to assemble the essay

* Audience: Atlantic Council colk and
foreign government), researchers, and private sector partners

li k (US and

ACTION PLAN: DUE DATES & POINT PERSONS
INTERNAL:

* Memo March 5

* Chapter Engagement (DC, NYC, TX, SF) March 25

* Truman Asia Expert Group Engagement March 10
EXTERNAL:

* Op-Eds Staggered March 20 - April 20

* Social Media Now — March 10 and ongoing
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* External Collaboration Pending Asia Group discussion
* Qur “day jobs” (informal) Ongoing

All tasks have point persons assigned. All delegation members have
assignments.
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What we think now
We can sense the “two lost decades,” especially
outside Tokyo, but were still very impressed with the
technology we saw
We were surprised by the consensus view of China
presented by the speakers we met with
We were also surprised by the confidence in Japan's
political stability expressed by our speakers
We gained a deeper understanding and appreciation
of the importance for Japan of the U.S.-Japan
alliance, and how invested Japanese are in U.S.
domestic politics
We deepened our understanding of the tension
betv Japan's cc 1t to pacifism and its
threatening environment
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Moving forward

Several group members are incorporating
lessons from this trip into ongoing research on
Chinese coercion, maritime domain awareness,
military cooperation, Asian economic architecture
and Japan-Korea & U.S.-India-Japan relations

We will look for further opportunities to
collaborate with Japanese experts organizations
on future research

Beyond specific projects, we will incorporate
what we've learned into our ongoing research.

. We All Hope to Return To Japan!
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