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Mayor Hiromi Tsukuda,
Distinguished guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,

I would like to extend my heartfelt
congratulations on the occasion of the 69th Anjin
Festival. I also would like to express my respect
for the people of Ito City who have, over many
years, contributed to international friendship



through this festival, rooted in the traditions and
culture of the region.

Anjin played an active role as an advisor to
Tokugawa Ieyasu on diplomatic issues. He also
built the first western-style sailing ship in Japan
with local shipwrights here in Ito City. The ship
rescued the Governor-General of the Philippine
1slands from a shipwreck and took him to Mexico
via North America. This marked the first step
towards relations between Japan and the
American Continents, which are expanding and
deepening even today. From Anjin’s day to the
present, the sea has connected peoples and
promoted trade, thus contributing to the
prosperity of humanity.

The exchange brought by Anjin still continues
today. Twin town exchange between Ito and the
Medway Towns in the UK, the birthplace of Anjin,
1s one example. I hope that the exchanges
between the two areas will continue and that both
will further develop through this interaction. The
Ministry of Foreign Affairs will support such
friendly exchanges between local governments to
contribute to regional revitalization, one of the
major agenda of the Abe Administration.



Exchanges between nations are also active.
Imperial and Royal wvisits, as well as summit

meetings, are frequent between Japan and the
UK, the Netherlands, the US and Mexico.

I believe that the international goodwill growing
from visits between countries will further
strengthen the ties between people. I hope that
Anjin will continue to be a guide to friendly
relations, thus contributing to further promoting
travel and new friendships within Japan, and
between Japan and other countries.

I would like to conclude my remarks with my
wishes for the further development of friendship
between the people of Ito and people from other
countries, and for continuing success for all of you.

Minister for Foreign Affairs
Fumio Kishida



