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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

AKBIE, NBFEDFEN-LET, BEEICETIER VRO ODLITY
TDBIZETHEDKE —FFELENDIER — IICHEBLLV =2, #HIC
HYNESTENET,

At the outset, I would like to thank you all for attending this international symposium on the law
of the sea, titled “The Rule of Law in the Seas of Asia: Navigational Chart for the Peace and
Stability,” hosted by Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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For all of us living in Asia, a region bridged by the seas and oceans, the peace and stability
therein is directly connected to the well-being and prosperity of ourselves. The region is now
the growth center of the global economy. Therefore, the peace and stability in the seas of Asia
is the vital foundation for the well-being and prosperity not only of the region, but also of the

international community as a whole.

LOLGADL, s5EF, 7OT 0BT, BERETEECLRERENSFLIEHMN
BZ, BRHESLERGEDLEL > TIERLTWET , SO LG, FFFSA
DX J)F-ZAT7A—=T2ENT, RIEEKRE(L, NBIZBTHEDXED
ZRANZERBLV-LELE. 345, £—I2, BRIFKRIZEDVTERER
IARSIE BIIC, BRIFBELDERERBT OICHPBEZANGNIE,
ZLTHZIS, MF(E, FMAICRRITANEETT . cO=ZRAZK, 727
HEZETEZDOEREMND, hBOLEEATONTEYFET,

In recent years, however, we are withessing scenes in the Seas of Asia that indicate increasing
tensions between States. The international community looks at these circumstances closely
with serious concerns. Against this backdrop, Prime Minister Abe advocated the “Three

Principles of the Rule of Law at Sea” in May last year, at Shangri-La Dialogue. The three



principles consist of; (1) States should make and clarify their claims based on international law;
(2) States should not use force or coercion in trying to drive their claims; and (3) States should
seek to settle disputes by peaceful means. These principles have received earnest support

from many States concerned, including those in Asia.
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The rule of law is wisdom that the mankind has acquired after ranges of experiences throughout
the history. The idea of the rule of law has, I am convinced, taken roots in the soil of Asia. What
we need today for achieving the peace and stability of the seas of Asia is the respect for and
thorough adherence to the rule of law at sea. This will be achieved by further intensifying and
deepening dialogues among governments and also in various fora. In this way we will be able to
make the law of the sea, as well as the “rule of law”, our common “navigational chart” that

guides all of us.
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With that in mind, we have invited renowned experts in the field of the law of the sea from home
and abroad. I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to the keynote speaker and the
panelists for their contributions. We would like the audience to actively participate in the
discussion during the Q&A sessions. It would be our utmost pleasure if this symposium serves

as a forum for deepening the common understanding on the rule of law at sea.
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To conclude my speech, I wish we will have fruitful and lively discussions on the rule of law at

sea. Thank you.
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