Japan will continue its efforts to further deepen its

wide-ranging cooperative relationship with Myanmar

YTamcow, 12 Nov—Japanese Prime Minister Mr Shinze dbe pme
interview fo the Global New Light of Myanmar. The following is the ful text

qf the interview. —Ed

GNLM: How are relations be-
tween Myanmar and Japan?

Prime Minister Mr Shinze
Abe: This vear Japan and Myamuar
celebrate the S0th snniverszary of the
establishment of diplomatc rela-
tioms betwreen the two countries. I am
pleased to have this opportumity to
visit Myanmar again n this memora-
ble year after mry official visit in May
last year, which was the first visit fora
Japanese Prime DImister for 36 years.

President 17 Thein Ssin also wis-
ited Japan last December in order to
attend the ASEAN-Tapan Commem-
orative Summit Meeting which I co-
coumiries have become closer through
the nmaneal visits of me and President
U Thein Sein.

I personally feel a desp connec-
tion with Myanmar. This is becanse
three pemerstons of my family: my
erandfather, former Prime Dinister
Nobusnke Kishi; my father, fommer
Foreizn Minister Shintare Abe; and
myself have had the opportonines of
visiting Myanmar :nd oy wife, Akie,
b=z been supporting child education
in Myanmear a5 her research subject.

A large number of Japanese com-
pamies are now paving close attention
to Myanmar All-Tapan imitiatives,

invalving public and private sectors,
are starting to make achievements in
3 wide range of areas, inchidimg n-
frastractore development in the Thil-
gwa Specidl Economic Zone (SEZ)
and other locations, fnancial sector,
comnmnicytion sector and postal ser-
vices,

Furthermaore, the foumdation of
economic relations which enables
our TwWo CouDiries to cooperate and
erow together, has rapidly developed
through the entry into force of the Ja-
pan-Myanmar Bilateral Investment
Apreement, the granting of permis-
sion to the three Japanese banks o
open branches in Myanmar by the
Government of Myanmar, and the
commencement of efforts aimed at
the agreement of a tax comvention.

Tuming our sttention to peo-
ple-to-people exchanges there are
numerous admirers of Myanmar in
Japan. Since last year, the Myan-
mar Festival has been held in Tokyo
for the purpose of immoducing My-
ammar to Japsnese people and ex-
panding exchanges between the two
coumtries. This year, approximately
59,000 pecple attended the festival.

Recently the TV dramas and an-
imations (anime) fom Japan started
their broadcast in Myanmar This

Japanese Prime Minister
My STango Abe.

reminds me that in 1933, spproecimately
B0 years ago, the late film director Nyi
Pu, who is known as the father of cin-
ema in Myanmar, shot the film “Tapan
Yin Thwe" in Japsn, which enjoyed
ereat popularnty n Myanmar for several
years.

Sharing our culral values, Ja-
pean-Miyammar relations have developed
znd evolved day by day. This year is im-
portant not only because we celebrate the
Gieh ammiversary of the establishment of
our diplomatic relations but also becanse
Myanmar assumes the Chair of ASEAN.

(See page 7)
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Japan will contimue 1ts
efforts to further despen
Is wide-ranging coopem-
thve relationship with My-
anmar, and the public and
the privaie seciors of Japan
will support the progress of
the various reforms in this

coumnirles for responding to
the challenges they are fac-
Ing

At the summits, Japan
will explain Is views on
further development of the
reglonal order centered on
ASEAN. Japan also wish-
o5 o work together with
Prestdent L Thein Sein, the
ASEAN Chalr, and to con-
tribute ti the muccess of the
summit.

2015 will be a land-
mark year In which the
ASEAN Community will
be established and the East
Asla Summpt (EAS) will
celebrate s 10th anniver-
sary. We will actively com-
municate Japan's Initlatives

of peace and prosperity In
this region throwgh swpport
for the ullding of the ASE-
AN Community and other
measures, as well as ghve
diraction for strengthening
the EAS.

At the ASEAN-Japan
Summit, we hope to agree
on the further enhancement
of the Japan-ASEAN rela-
tionship and the promotion
of cooperation in the felds
of mariiime security, Infra-
stucture, connectivity and
culture, allding on the out-
comes of the ASEAN-Japan
Commemorative  Summbt
Maeting in December last

We believe that the
EAS 15 a framework which
we should develop further
a5 @ premiber fonmm led by

heads of states for the dis-

osslons  abmit not  only
economic and social 1ssues
but also political and secu-
rity areas. In the upooming
EAS it 1s important for us to
respond fo the urgent chal-
lenges such as Fhola and
I5IL. Morever, we Intend
o0 discss our  Inltlathves
50 that our collaboration s
despened even further.

In addition, we would
also like to confitm the
progress and the direction
of cooperation at the Me-
kong-Japan Summit Meet-
ing and the ASEAN Pls
Thres (Japan, China and the
Republic of Korea) Sum-
mit.

| am looking forward to
holding wide-ranging and
productive disoussions with
President 1T Thein Sein and
the other leaders. —GNVIM




