Message for the World Assembly for Women in Tokyo 2014
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UK Prime Minister’s Special Representative on
Preventing Sexual Violence in Conflict
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| congratulate the Government of Japan on hosting the World Assembly for Women and send my warmest wishes to everyone taking part.
There is no greater strategic prize for the 21st century than the full social, political and economic empowerment of all women
everywhere. We must all work towards a world where women take their rightful place, in which hundreds of years of
marginalisation are overturned and in which girls are born not into a world of narrow hopes and lesser protections, but into a
world of equal treatment and boundless opportunity.

Every country including my own has far more to do, and every individual can play their own part in their families, their
workplaces, their communities, and their national politics. We must turn commitments that exist on paper into education, jobs,
equal participation and leadership positions for women. We need to turn women'’s invisible presence in many countries around
the world into a visible force in every society: with women fully represented in every peace process, in every government, in all
walks of life. And we need to tackle violence against women in all its forms, including the pervasive sexual violence that is an
atrocious scar on humanity. | am delighted that Japan is such a strong partner in this effort and | look;forward to our countries
doing even more together.




