New Light of Myanmar (August 9, 2014)

{3, Hiw ure nebation: be-
[weeery B vanmar and Jopan?

A "This vea:, Japan and
Myunmuy coiebue the O0F
anniversary of the establish
menl of diplomaliz relaions
herweer e twi COUNLMZS.
Niy only hus o economic
relatiorshin develaped rap-
idly since ihe mansilion o
sivibiar rule in 2011, bl our
conmriss hove had a long
Distory of mutual appres-
tion that forms the comers
stone Tor this. Que bilateral
rejetionship is about 1o leap
forward into @ new phase ina
wide rang of arzas including
polilicwseconty. economics!
poononts  cooparation, and
euliyre/human exshange. As
Myanmar take: tie char of
ASEAN for the ficst ume.
Japan will continug W give
jrs, full support and coopera-
uen,”
“This visi. will be my
econd since visiting By
anmar far the first me o
Marsh. In the four months
gince  liwn  the  Protocol
Amenduny the Agreement for
Ajr Services pehweet Japan
and Myanmws, which enables
multiple wirfing companies
from both countrnies o ops-
ate, and the Japan-Myanmar
biiatz=ral invesimenl agroe-
ment that prometes Jurther
eoonomie Exchanpe,  wam
inty offect, Tha Japan-Dy-
anra relatiansiic conlinucs
tes deveiop anc evalve on &
graily pasis like the wowes and
cilis i Myanmar, Armidel
fese developments.  Jupan
inteceds 1 comlinus 10 supEot

it= progress of Mwunmar's
dernnerans and eronomis Te-
forms, and the improvement
o people’s livelboods.”

(.. How do vou sec e
Japan-ASEAN relanonship”

A. "lnoremased  stability
and procpenty of ASEADN,
whith is the driving forse
for various regional Soopor-
aon that is progressing ic
Eist Asie 16 edrzmely im-
morant nos only i Japan's
poace ang prospReine bul also
- the sty it prosneri-
v af the region 45 & whols.
Pusex| on this Tecoamition
Jepom has actively SUppOTes
th= ectablishment of an ASE-
AN gommurity b 2005, 1n
perticular, we ae  MAOVINg
[erwird with oupportion i
srengihcning  connechivith.
disasier manwgenean,  and
meople-li-people  exchanas,
witich are aress e hold the
Beey L COIMLENIS Sualding.”

1. this cont=at at the
LEESAN-Janan  Commame-
slive Summil & SHnumsiae

Minister
af Forgign
Affairs
of Japan
M Funti
Kirhida
orate the 400 Year of ASE-
AN-Japan ° Friendshie  and
Cocperation . held in Tokyo
last year, the heads of stale
of Japan and ASEAMN adopt-
ed e Visign Falgment o
ASEAN-lapan  Friendship
and Cooperion, and agreed
o advance cooperlion from
o medivm o long-term e
gpective in foor principles,
“Poliizal ard Secunmty Co-
aperation’™. "Econamy and

Econpmie  Cooperation”,
Cooporation: 1owards  Bet-
e Cwalite of Lafe™. “Pewe
plesu-Peopr: and  Culral
Exchanga”.

*To abrance e £o-
operation szl forth @G the
Vision  Stksment.  Japan
sel up a USE 100 million
lapan-ASEAN  Imegralion
Fund (IATF .00 w1 the ASE-
A% Sgorstariat and made
e zomwmabmznn of 2 trillion
ven in ODA over the nex?!
five vears. Surtheimnode, we
Jaunziied & 30 biliian ven
“Wa Progeis Towad mder-



‘active Asia through Fusion
wie are implementing arts and
culturdl exchange with ASE-
AN member states. and sup-
port for Japanese lanouage
lzarners.”

Moving forward, Ja-
pan will seadily make ef-
forts with follow-ups 1w the
ASEAN-Japan  Commetn-
orative Summl. and further
srengthen  foendly  coop-
gramve  relanonships  with
ASEAN member stales as o
partier tha shares wniversal
valuess of fresdom. damoc-
racy, fundamenial  hooman
rightz, and rle of law.™

£ Whar is vour ¢pinion
of the simuation in the South
China 5ea?

A. “The ssuss imvolv-
ing the South China Sea are
comoems af the enting intsr-
natondd commumty, incled-

ing Japan, and are dirsedy .

Imked 1o regional peace and
stability. Jepan cannod Tec-
opnize # wnilateral change
tr the status quo by fores or
ooercion. We belizve that 5 15
important o the formatian of
un intemational order o the
megon that each county ab-
stns from arelatsral actions
that increass 1=nsion. and acts
based an the principle of the
rule of law.™

“Based on thiz view,
Prime Mimsier Abe deliv-
ered a kevnotr address a1 the
recent Shangri-La Dislooue:
He proposed three principles
of the ruie of law at ses (that
i1} States shell make and
clarify therr claims based on

irtemationsl faw, [2) Sues
stall mod use force or cosr-
cion in trving o deive their
clums, and (3} States shali
se=k to sette disputes by
peaceful meansh =nd a re-
mm 1 the 2007 Declaration
o the Conduetl of Perties in
tkr South Chune Sea. with all
concemed paries  agresing
¥t underiiks  onilaeral
azlions associated with a per-
manenl phvsical change,™
“4y last year's ASRE-
Adw-lapan  Commemorative
Smrmd! and vanous other
opporunines.  Japan  and
ASEAN have had & shared
uaderstanding regarding
rearitirne issues. Maving for-

ward, fapan will cantinue

d=epen communicaton d
croperation with ASEAN."

. Wha is the position
of the Japanese gowvemment
on ASEAN-rslated Foreign
Ministers' Mestings”

A. "The ASEAN-re-
lmwed  Foreign Mingsters'
Mestings are important op-
parTunities o promote Japan
ant ASEAN couperalian. as
well as conhdence-building
among the various counlriss
in the Asia-Pucific region
Jzgpan would like wm ake
these important opportuni-
ties o actively promote its
views towaerd the realizadion
of peace and prosperity in
the remion. amd comfitm its
parmerships with participal
irer partes.

“Ewery year al 1he ASE-
AN Regional Forum (ARF).
fiwele discussion 15 held re-
gerding the regional sscunt

simations, 1cluding North
Korea and = South China
Sea. 1 also wanl to cooper-
ate clogely with the ASEAN
Charr. Myammar, and camy
oul candid discussions re-
sarding thess issuey thal are
egpecially imponant w the
region., Funtnermore, | wiold
like to éxplan Japan s etforis
al the ARF™

“The Ex1 Aziy Summil
(EAS) 15 4 [rameword that
should be Iuaher developed
as o j=aders-led  premisr fo-
rum for discuszion of mol
only  esonoric and  soeial
1ssues, sbu ako polincal and
secunily [ssees, AL the next
EAS  Forean  Minisiers'
Miesting, in addition 1o the re-
gional situaton., Japan would
like 1o pave the wav o the
sengthening af the EAS and
link the resels o wop-level
discusgions.”

“In ASEAN + 3 (lapan,
Ching. and s0K} coopera-
tiom. we would like 1o dissuss
pracucal coDperaton in van-
ous arsgs. incjuding Anancial
and food secunny,”

“41 the Mekong-Japan
Forsign Mirrsters’ Meetmg.
we wonld Lke o confim
the proeress and direction of
Mekong-Japen Cooperation
haszd on the Tolkwo Strate-
gy 2012 for Mekong-Japan
Cooperation and the Aston
Flan.”

“I am koking forward
i having fraak exchamres of
views with Foretan Minister
U Wunna Meaung Lwin and
all of the other foreism min-
isters,”



