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P EMGRANDUM CF CCRVEESATICH

T A series of discussions has taken place between the Foreign
Ministry and the American Embassy on the views of the Japanese
Ato:ﬁic Energy Commissiocn released on Miay 28, concerning the
investigation of radioactivity at the Fort of Sasebo. In particular,

in respect of the points about which the Commission considers that

the Government should take appropriate measures, the Foreign Minister
requested strongly, with a view to resolving the concern of the Japanese
public, that (1) reactor coolant will not be discharged from nuclear
powered warships while in Japanese ports, that (2) the control should
be reinforced so that no radioactive materials will be discharged

from any systems other than reactor coolant, such as draining system,
and that (3) the United States will conduct environmental radiation
monitoring while nuclear powered warships are in Japanese ports

and fuarni-sh the Japanese side whenever necessary with the results

of such monitorings.

5 The Ambassador stated that although the United States
Government is convinced that the May 6 zbnormal readings at Sasebo
could not have been caused by the operation of any US nuclear powerd
warships, it takes note of the request made by the Foresign Minister
and will do its best to contribute to the dissolution of the concern

of the Japanese public in the light of the views of ithe Japanese Atomic

Znerecy Commission.
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3. With particular respect to poiats (1) and (2) made by the Foreign
_ Minister, the Ambassador referred to the Statement on Cperation of

U, 8. Nuclear Fowered Warships in Foreign Forts attached to the

Note Verbale of 24 August 1964, ad stated that the commitments made
therein have been scrupulously adhered to in all visits to Japanese ports
and will continue to be scrupulously adhered to in future visits, With
respect to point (1), he stated that discharges of reactor coolant during
port visits are the exception; discharge of coolant in Japanese ports

will therefore not ordinarily be made; this is in accordance with

preseﬁt practice, Furthermore, the Ambassador stated, with respect

to point (2), that strict controls for handling of radicactive waste of

all types have consistently been, and will continue to be, adhered to
by U.8. nuclear powered warships in Japanese portis,
4. The Foreign Minister referred to the steps tzken by the Japanese
Government to improve its radiation monitoring arrangem ents in Japanese
ports, The Ambassador stated that the United States will continue to
conduct regular analysis of water and bottom mud samples and will
furnish the results to the Japanese authorities, and that it will continue

to be responsible for radiological control on board the ship and for

environmental monitoring in its immediate vicinity.
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