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AIDE-MEMOIRE

Recently there have been discussions between representatives of

" the Embassy and representatives of the Gaimusho regarding.visits to
Japan by U. S. nuclear-powered naval surface warships, While these
warships differ from other surface ships of the U, S, Navy only in the
propulsion system, and while visits by them are not.subject to prior .-
consultation under the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security, the
U. S, Government is aware of the concern of the Japanese people, as it
was in the case of the visits-by nuclear-powered submarines (SSNs), and
has therefore chosen to discuss this matter with the Government of
Japan before exercising its treaty rights, With respect to matters

that do involve prior consultation, the United States Government, as
stated in the joint U, S, -~ Japan communique of Jznuary 19, 1960, has
no intention of acting in a manner contrary to the wishes of the Japanese

Government,

. The representatives of the Embassy pointed out that the STATEMENT
BY U. 5. GOVERNMENT ON OPERATION OF U. S. NUCLEAR-POWERED
WARSHIFS IN FOREIGN PCRTS applies not only to its nuclear-powered
submarines but to its nuclear-powered surface warships as well while
operating in Japanese ports and waters,

They stated that reactor safety and operations and liability and
compensation aspects of the Aide-Memoire of August 17, 1964 realating to
SSN visits, including that of radicactive waste disposal, are equally
applicable to U, S, nuclear-powered surface warships. Ia connection
with the fact that the same safety criteria are applied with regard to
visits of U. 8, nuclear-powered warships to Japanese ports as are
applied in the case of their visits to U. 'S, ports, they siated that,
based on a safety analysis in which the maximum credible accidents
are assumed, nuclear-powered warships do not present unreasonable
radiation or other nuclear hazards to the civilian population in the
neighborhoed of their mooring locations. The representatives of the
Embassy also stated that port traffic considerations for nuclear—
powered surface warships are the same as for conventional powered
warships of similar configuration, '

Zmbassy of the United States of America’

Tokyo, October 20, 1967,



