4+  Omnership of Dokto Tsland

The Islend of Dokto {otherwise ealled Liancourt and
Teka Shima) is in the Sea of Japan spproximately midmay betwaen
Korea and Honshu (131.80F, 36.20N). This Islend is, in fact, only
a group of berren, uninhabited rocks, #hen the Treaty of Peace with
Japan was being drafted, the Hepublic of Kored asserted its claims
to Dokto but the United States concluded that they remsined under
Japanege govereignty and the Island was not included among the
Islands that Japan released from its ownership under the Peace Tresty.
The Republie of Korea has been confidentially informed of the United
States position regarding the islands but our position has not been
made publics Though the United States considers that the islands are
Japanese territory, we have declined to interfere in the dispute, Our
positlon has been that the dispute might oroperly be referred to the
International Court of Justice and this suggestion has been informally
conveyed to tiae Republic of Korea,



