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Department of Defense Brief to
Minister of Foreign Affairs Yohei KONO
29 Sep 94; 1630-1800 hours
Rwanda Refugee Crises Area

as of ;_b_ep.zi
Maeda-san,

Below is the list of participants and itinerary for the brief to Minister Kono. As
discussed, please provide the address, name, room number and person at the Japan UN
that we can coordinate with should this be necessary at the last minute.

Also, if there are any aspects of this issue that Minister Kono would hke addressed
) in detail, please let me know as soon as possible.

Sakoda
US Participants
Joseph Nye; ASD/ISA
Robin H. Sakoda; ISA/AP

Vince Kern, ISA/Africa

Tentative Iti : .
1400 Depart National Airport via US Alr 6470
1459 Arrive LaGuadia Airport
) 151541615 Movement from Airport to Japan UN
_ 1615-1630 Prepare for Brief to Minister Kono ('ﬁ"‘ /i?f"f-] )
_M630-1800 Rwanda Refugee Crisis Area Brief
1800-1900 Movement from Japan UN to Airport
1900 Depart LaGuadia via US Air 6521
2011 Arrive National Airport

CC:
ISA, ASD (ATTN: COL Shaffer)

ISi' DAiD Kei
3 )
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UN reporte revenge massacres of Hutus by Rwanda's arny

By Stephanie Nelkehay

GENEVA, Sept 23 (Reuter) - The United Nations refugee agency
said on Friday it had reports that Rwandan Patriotic Army (RPA)
forces massacred thousands of Hutus in revenge killings and it
was no longer urging refugees to return to the country.

U.N. and government officials were to meet in Kigali later
in the day to discuss conducting a joint investigation inte the
eyewitnese accounts of the reported deaths.

"“Although these alleged incidents were not carried out
simultaneously or throughout the entire affected geographical
areas, an unmistakeable pattern of killings and persecution by
the RPA aimed at Hutu populations in certain parts of the
country was the unavoidable conclusion drawn from the reports
that are available to us,'! spokesman Ron Redmond told a news
briefing. : '

““Estimates suggest that the number of victims may have been
in the thousands each month,'! Redmond added, referxing to the
two-month period since late July.

"YRedmond said that due to the reports, the U.N. High
Conmissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) had stopped giving aid to
refugees wishing to return to Rwanda 10 days ago.

-The reports came largely from 300 interviews conducted from
AL:LSt 1 to September 5 by UNHCR's special repatriation team,
which travelled through much of Rwanda and alsc visited teeming
refugee camps in Tanzania, Burundi and Zaire.

Redmond said the accounts, recorded at ““different border
points'' from newly-arriving refugees as well as from former
refugees who had flad again, have been transmitted to U.N.
headquarters in New York and to the Kigali government. ,

The Rwanda Patriotic Forces (RPF), who captured Kigali last
July and set up the government, have vowed not te retaliate for
the estimated one million minority Tuteis killed during two
months of civil war.

~ Rwanda's government has acknowledged that some 60 to 70
H\ _As were killed by RPA soldiers in various parts of the
country, and it has reportedly apprehended seven RPA suspects,
according to the UNHCR spokesman. ' :

Redmond said the agency had some reports of RPA soldiers
being assisted by Tutsl refugee returnees.

““Floating bodies, many bound by the hands and feet
indicating death by execution, were retrieved from the Kagera
River at an average rate of five bodies a day during the last
week of August and the first week of September,’'' he said,
referring to Rwanda's border river with Tanzania.

""First hand eye witness accounts provided by interviews have
been deemed detailed and credible,!' lie added.

"“The most important elements of the information provided,
including seme crucial details, were corroborated independently
by interviewees in several refugee camps outside Rwanda as well
as by others inside the country,'' Redmond said.

He said the independent information reaching UNHCR offices
in Rwanda had ~“recently documented persistent eyewltness reports
of massacres by RPA socldiers in Rwanda.'!

" "TAs soon as the information became known to us, all UNHCR
encouragement for (voluntary) repatriation was suspended. The
government in Kigali has agreed tc conduct, together with the
U.N., an invastigation,'' Redmond added.

“*We are not encouraging people to go back at this time.'!
REUTER

Reuters News Service
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U.N. deploys troops as killings reported in Rwanda

By Manocah Esipisu

KIGALI, Sept 23 (Reuter) - United Nations troops were being
flown to southeast Rwanda on Friday as raeports of more killings,
worsening security and incursions by the feared Hutu militiamen
‘emarged.

""There is a mess thg;gé_ﬂg_haxg_reports_ot_atrocities'that
we need to investigate and also relief agencles feel that UNAMIR
(U.N. Assistance Mission in Rwanda) forces must be deployed on
the ground for them to work,'' one U.N. officer said.

U.N. spokesman Pierre Mehu said the U.N. had received
“allegations of reprisal killings by forces of the Tutsi-
dominated Rwanda Patriotic Froent (RPF) and of incursions into
Rwanda by Interahamwe Hutu militiamen who had harassed farming
communities neighbouring the horder.

Mehu said security in the areas bordering the Tanzanian
frontier had deteriorated and the U.N., previously represented
there only by an observer mission, had decided to send troops.

One hundred and twenty soldiers were due to land by
hecopter in the area on Friday.

/A U.N. military officer said: ~“We have had allaegations of
hundreds killed (by RPF forces). But these are allegations. We
wi investigate.!'!

. JHe said roads to the zone ware in ruins and the security
situation there could be classified as one of " ‘maximun
uncertainty''.

_ “"There 1s a desire to help the relief groups get their job
done. We are sending in a company of Canadian and Australian
forces that will stay for at least two weeks before they are
replaced by African forces,'' he said.

' Major Wilson Rutayisire, spokesman of Rwanda's new rulers,
told reporters that Interahamwe militia, accused of playing a
leading part early this year in massacring upto one million
Rwandans, mainly Tutsi people, persistently crossed into Rwanda
from the northwestern Tanzanian camp of Ngara tc harass ordinary
Rv )dans and loot food stores.

He said the militiamen aimed to convince Rwandans around
Rusumo, Kibungo and Akagera national park that security was
hclzless and their safety lay in joining the militiamen and
ousted Hutu government in exile in neighbouring states.

Rutayisire said militia raiders had killed several farmars
and forced survivors to leave. This was why large numbers of
people from that region had crossed into Tanzania and Burundi.

He said the government dominated by the RPF welcomed the
deployment of U.N. forces ~“so that they can also independently
examine reports that our boys have been involved in atrocities
and have caused anarchy therae'’,

The RPF alsc planned to increase its own security presence
in the trouble spots and patrol borders to try to contain the
Interahamwe menace, Rutaylsire said.

""The militia are undermining the efforts of the government
at reconciliation. Their work is deliberate and is a campaign
meant to be a deterrent to those refugees who may wish to return
to thelr homes,'' the government spokesman said,

““The militia have spread the rumour that they are planning a

grand offensive and that they will kill whomever they f£ind on

return. They have used the Akagera park forest as their safe
paseage route,'' Rutayisire added.

In the Rwandan capital Kigali RPF soldiers arrested a
Rwandan UNAMIR employee on Thursday on suspicion of taking part

' Reuters News Service
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in' the April-May massacres.
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July 22, 1994

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

I write to inform you of our efforts to assist in the
international response to the Rwandan refugee crisis and to urge
you to support a greatly enhanced international effort to deal
with this tragedy.

This morning I announced an immediate and nassive increase
in the American response, 1ncludlng an additionad $75 million in
cash and commodities to assist in the relief effort.

I also ordered our Defense Department to establish and
manage an airlift hub in Uganda, which will be used as a staging
area for around-the clock shipments of relief supplies to the
refugees. Consultations are underway now with the Government of
Uganda.

I directed our military to assist in expanding airlift

-operatlons near the refugee camps in Goma and Bukavu by
‘providing personnel and equ1pment to enable airfields to operate

on a 24-hour basis. We must increase the capacity to receive,
transfer and distribute goods at these airfields, as our aim is
to move food, medicine and other supplies to those in need as
quickly as possible.

Finally, I directed the military to establish a safe water

"supply and to distribute as much water as possible to those at

risk. ©Safe water is essential to stop the outbreak of cholera
and other diseases ‘that  threaten the refugees.

These efforts only address four of eight essential “Service
Packages" identified by the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, and the overall relief task is more than the civilian
relief organizations and the U.S. and French military units can
handle. In particular, the UN has identified road servicing and
road security, site preparation, provision of domestic fuel and
sanitation facilities as additional essential "Service

‘Packages.“ If you have military units than can operate with

ours and the French to deliver these packages, assist in
providing and delivering parts of the packages to which the U.S.
has already committed, and/or prov1de other humanitarian relief
(such as medical care and engineering services), I urge you to
have your military commander immediately contact the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and General George
Joulwan at the U.S. European command. I also urge that you make
financial assistance available to the UN and non- governmental

organlzatlons which are respondlng to this crisis.

/

His Excellency
Tomiichi Murayama,
Prime Minister of Japan, -
Tokyo. ..

P
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Second, we must make it possible for the refugees to return
home as quickly as possible. For them to have confidence. that
they can do so in safety, the UN peacekeeping force UNAMIR must
be fully functioning. Unfortunately, it has taken months to
deploy, due in part to a lack of - equipment for African nations
that have pledged -to join UNARMIR. The United States has
proposed the "Adopt a Battalion" plan whereby nations would pair
with African units to ensure they are equipped and can deploy.
We have paired with the Ghanaian battalion, and have delivered
50 armored personnel carriers for that unit lasfimonth. I urge
you —- either alone or in concert with others --,to offer to the
UN to deploy a peacekeeping contingent of your own forces to
UNAMIR or to offer to pair with and equip one of the African
nations that have offered to join. Every day that UNAMIR is not

‘yet fully functioning is another day that refugees 'will be

unable to return. As a result, many will die in the terrible
conditions their exile has caused. :

I deeply appreciate your careful consideration of these
concerns. ' '

Sincerely,
/s/

Bill Clinton
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