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Du.s:t Palace.

alada Villa,

Bangkok, 10th June, B.E. 2534 (1991).

Your Majesty,

7 ermnely please
I am extremel pieas d EO !

Lﬂ
will be convenient for Your esty and Her Majesty the Empress to visit
Thailand from the twenty-szxrh to the thirtieth of September, 1991,

r“’ learnt f,rgm my Governmen! that it

The Queen and I, therefore, take grear pleasure in extending our cordial

. _ - invitation to Your Majesties to visit our country during the afore- -mentioned
- ( - ¢ period M_@‘iﬁ'i staying at the Boromabiman Mansion wm‘un the
| Grand Palace.  The Thai Government and people will also join us on this
t . oceasion to welcome Your Majesties and all the members of your party with
-~ varmest hospitality. We. feel confident that this visit will not only mark a
‘momentous milestone in the annals of relations between our two countries,
 but will also surely result in the further strengthening of the close bonds of

. friendship and understanding happily existing between our two countries and '
peoples.  Thus all of us look forward with eager anticipation to.welcoming

Your Majesties in Bangkok on that forthcoming occasion.

I take this opportunity to express our best wishes for the good health
. and happiness of Your Majesty and all members of the Imperial Family as
“1/7 well as for the increasing prosperity and well-being of Japan and the Japanese
s . . people

Yours sincerely,

His Majesty the Emperor of lapan,
The Imperial Palace,

T TS
TOKYO.
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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION

Press Conference Prior to the Visit to the Peép}e's

Republic of China by

Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress of Japan

5

15 October 1992
[Questions by Imperial Household Journalists]

Question 1.

This will be the firét visit by the Emperor of Japan tp
China in the long histéry of Japan-China relations. What
does His Majésty think is the significance of this?

Furthermore, what do Their Majesties plan for this

1 the

"
i X

1
3 A

long-awaited visit to China?

tﬁmpéror]
Answer 1,

Japan and China are very close neighbourg and share a very
long historj of excﬁange, From long ago, the Japanese
people ﬁavé studied China's culture. From kanji, or
VChinese characters, the Japanese derived kana, phonetic
letters unique to Japan, and in this way many aspects of
Japan's culture were éreated. I have heard that, as a

result, many ‘similar and dissimilar aspects have been

intertwined in our nations' cultures. As such, I think it



is extremely important for interested people in our nations

to deepen understanding awmong themselves and enhance our
friendly relations. I will be happy if this visit serves
as an opportunity to help accomplish that.

This will be a short trip to a limited ares. Through
exposure to China's culture and history, and in my

encounters with many Chinese people, I intend to work to

~contribute io deepening mutual understanding and enhancing

friendly relations.

[Empress]
My feelings are the same as those voiced by His Majesty.
I look forward to the coming trip and hope that with all ny

beart I may fulfill my mission.

]



Question 2.
It was reported that when Prime Minister Li Peng of China
visited Japan, His Majesty stated that "It is regrettable

that, in recent times, there was a period of unfortunate

“history." What are,youh feelings as vyou approach this

trip to China?

[Emperor]
Answer 2.

1 H ~
apan ‘maintained

Since a long time ago, Japa and China have
peaceful exchange. 'However, ‘in recent times there was a

period of unfortunate history.

After the war, looking back on the past, Japan resolved
that., it would live as a nation of peace, and has since

worked fop the peace and prosperity of the world. Now, on
the occasion of .the 20th énniversary of the normalization
of relations between Japan and China, I ﬁm going to visit
China. It is my hope that this visit will provide an
oppoptunity‘fo increaselunderstanding for Japan as it is
now, a nation aspiring for world'peace and, in cooperation
with neighbouring.gountries, stfiving to contribute tolfhé
internatiénal community; and, thereby, to enhance fgiendly

relations based on mutual trust.



P

Question 3.
In both Japan eand &brqad there have been many opinions
expressed against this trip. How does Your Majesty feel

about this?

[Emperor]

Answer 3.

Freedom of speech is one of the principles of a democratic

[

society.

"There are many opinions concerning this visit to China.

However, I think that. the government, aware of that fact,

made the decision regarding this visit after giving it

‘serious consideration. :

It is for me to act in accordance with the decisions of the

government and therein, to do my very best.



Question 4.
What kind of impression do Your Majesties have of China and
the Chinese people? Furthermore, now: that the visit is

‘approaching, how are your preparations proceeding? Are

there any books that you are reading now?

Answer 4,

[Emperor] -

(%]
[
o3

4]

f
[
-

Slia

jead

e wa

I have heard about China, read books and

e
m
d
¢
@
@

gen

)

rally been interested in that country.

“There is much to learn from China's ancient classics and
history. I am fond of the word chujo, which incorporates
sincerity towards oneself with consideration for others.

You find this word in the_AnaiectsAof Confucius. When I

was little, Grand Master of the Crown Prince's Household

Hozumi was writing a new’éomment&ry cn the Discourses of.
Mencius and, later on, when I was older, I read i£ with
deep interest. The Japanese people have benefitted from
such .wealth of Chinese culture. I have deep respect for

China, which has fostered such culture since long ago.

Furthermore, I feel close to the Chinese people‘whom I have

known.

As for my preparations, since my days are busy filled with



many official events, I only have the time to look through
some books that I have read in the past and others which I

have not read.
[Empress]

When I was in primary school, we were taught in musiec class
a song on the Yantze river. The song depicted the river

Y

with its abundant water. flowing majestica}ly across thé
continent, irrigating its fertile land. As I sang this
song, even to the small child that I was, the feeling of
vastness and grandeur it ﬁonveyed was impressive, This
impression has remained with me and comeés to mind whenever

I think of China and its people.

As to the preparations ﬁor.the coming trip, 1 am afraid
that there is not enéugh time fo prepare myself as well as
{ should like to, but His Majesty abpve all, and many
people from various fields, are being my teachers.

Recently, I started reading a collection of folk tales from

the various regions and provinces of China.



ST

If an opportunity for such a visit presents itself, T wo

Question 5.

During your. days as Créwn Prince and Crown Princess, a
scheduled visit to the Republic of Korea was postponed
once ., President Roh ‘Tae Woo has since extended an

invitation. . What does Your Majesty think of this?

[Emperor]

Answer 5§,
The'Republic of Korea is a very'close neighbour of Japan

and there have been’many chapters in our long history of

exchange,. I am glad, that in recent .years, cooperative

relations have progressed and that our friendly relations

have deepened. As is the case with China, my visits abroad

like to fulfill'my mission with all my heart.

-



-

. Question 6.

Did LEmperor Showa ever talk to you about China? What do

you think of Emperor Showa's strong desire £0‘visit China?

Answer 6.
{Emperor]
I did not hear him talk much about China. I understand

that the matter of a visit was in his thoughts.

1



Question 7.
Right after your return fron China, the period of press
restraint concernihg the selection of the future Crown

Princess expires. What is your outlook for this?

Answer T.
|Emperor]

I am deeply. appreciative Qf the members of the press for

[

the underst

=
jt

=]

n ng t

displayed in exercising

3
3

ot s

Stra n

o+

con

0

tno o+
erning ir

-

1é coverage of the selection of the
future Crown PnincésslA_The matfé§é,of,the CrOWn Prinﬁe-ére 
being seen to through the efforts of the Grand Steward of
the Imperlal Household, Grand Master of the Crown Prlnce S
nousenoid and other related people in accordance with the’
wishes of the Crown Prince. I think it is important for us

to follow that quietly;



[Questions by the Foreign Press]
Question 1.
‘Do you think that China's official renunciation of claims

for war® reparations in the 1970s

t the time of the

-

a
normalization of relations between Japan and China was an

.
2t of magnanimity?

\'}

Answer 1. |

{Emperor]
e~ K _
This i

s a matter that concerns the government and I w1ll

therefore refrain from respondlng



Questioh 2.

How does Your Majesty seé relations between the Imperial
Family and China during the following thrée periods?

1) ancient times,

2} from the Meiji-Réstoration to the end of World War II

3} now

Answer 2.
[Emperor]
On relations between the Imperial Family and China, long
- ago the Emperor -dispatched envoys, andvWith\them Japanese
stﬁdeﬁfs .ﬁé éhé.mSui Aéﬂd  Téné dynaét;es,“ énd' thﬁs maéé
efforts_‘to see to it that they 1learned. about China's
_culture.‘ After the dispatch of the Tang envoys was

discontinued, contact between the Imperial Family and Chi

ot
jos
[

i

ceased to exist as political control in Japan came into the

hands of the Shogun. The deep influence that China's

culfure exerted on t

O™ B oawm vy "
B ure exerte a e Imyc; i air

ial iily is evident from, for
example, the fact that until the éeignrof Emperor Komei,
the enthronement ceremonies were carried out using raifuku,
cereﬁqnial attire brought to "Japan from China: After the
Me1ji Restoration, influenced by many developments in the
world,lrela£ions between our countries underwent various
changes, and during that time there was a period of
unfortunate history. With'?espect to the post-war period,
I am happy to see that our relations have grown closer and

closer since their normalization, I earnestly hope that,

grasping the past and moving beyond it, our. countries will

11
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Question 3.

i address my question to botﬁ of Your Majesties; During
the coming trip to China, is there anything that you are
particularly looking forward to, anyone whom you hope to

meet or anywhere yod would like to go?

Answer 3. )

{Emperor]

I am Jooking forward. to meeting many Chinese people during
" the f;ﬁp‘501CHina“ Howevéfl'aé the visit will be a éhort 
one, it is a pity that there will not be time for fullr
conversations, Furthermore, although thev places to be.
visited are limited, I think that seeing China, a nation
about which I have vet ﬁo 1earﬁ, ana Whicﬁ has greatly
influenced Japan's culture, with my own eyes, and deepeniﬁg

bl

+
my understandin tnink

Yy un z, ndeed. be significant when I
of China in the future. Xian, which was once called
Changan, and to which énvoys weré dispatched during the
reigﬁ of the Tang dynasty, is included in this trip and, I
am sure my thoughts will hark back to those envoys while I
@m there.

[Empress]

As China is a country I have never visited; eVErything will

be a new experience ‘for me and I look forward to it.

My wish is that the people I shall meet and the places I
shall wvisit during this trip will remain as fond memories

in the years to come,.
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[Related Question]
When you met Prime Minister Li Peng, did you say "that you

. regret” [zannen] or "that it is regrettable?" [ ikan)

Answer
[Emperor]
I think I recall that at that time I sa

[ zannen]

14
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FROM FPC JAPAN | o
_ - 0] 1992 8218 (4) 15:04/3% 15: oz/rﬁéf 552322@)&

F.P.C, Press Release No, 0%¥*.17 August 25, 1992
F.P.C, Translation of S Forelgn Press Center
Foreign Ministry Release Japan (MPL)

Visit to China by Their Majesties the Emparor aﬁd
Empress of Japan

The President of the People's Republic of China has
extended an invitation to Their Majesties the Emperor and

Japan to pay a visit to China.

i In view of éhe friendly relations ~traditionally
existing between Japan and China, the Government . of Japan
- advised Theéeir Majesties the Emperor and Empress to pay an
R official visit to China in the autumn of this vear and
-Their‘Majestles have accepted the invitation. The itinerary
of the visit will be finalized after consultations with the
Government of the People's Republic of China. Tt is
expected that the trip will be from October 23 to 28. |

Today, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs established a
preparatory committee within that Mlnlstry, headed by the
Vice-Mlnlster for Foreign Affairs,

(END)
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ahslatlcn Qf Foreign Press‘Center

2 oaeem AAT by Baloaasd Tavwavh  § AT
LLiil HJ.LH-B\-.LJ DL OO (A= A=t T S i S L

Ttinerary of the visit to China by Th31r Ma]estlas
the Emperor and Empress of Japan

BEIJING

petober 23 (Fri.) - 25 (8un.)

walcoming Ceremony (In front of the Eastern
Entrance of the Great #all of the People)

Make a call on President Yang Shangkun
(Great Hall of the People)

Recelive Premier Li Peng and his wife
(Disoyutai State Gues sthouge

rarewell ¢all by President Yang Shangkun
: ' {Diaoyutal State Cuesthouse)
Welcoming Dinner hosted by President Yang Shangkun
(Great Hall of the People)
Dinner hosted by General Secretary Jiang Zemin
(Diaoyutai State Guesthouse)
Reception hosted by Japanese Ambassador

Lo 4 om om

T m s} A .
\LIL.L.{IO. woo i nwy

|
—

=1
_ _ Visit Great Wall at Badaling
: Visit Gugong Palace Museum
Visit Chinese academy of hcxences
{H.M. the Emperor)
visit Beljing Beihal Kindergarten
(H.M. the Empress)

XIAN
-~ October 25 (Sun.) -~ 27 (Tue.)
Welcoming Dinner hosted by the Governor of Shaanxi
L ‘ . (Hyatt Hotel)
FA Evening of Culture (Hyatt Hotel)
. visit the Big wild Goose Pagoda '
Vigit Shaanxi Provincial Museum
(the Forest of Steles)
Visit Shaanxi History Museum _
Vigit the West Gate B
SHANGHAT

October-27 (Tue.} - 28 (Wed.)

Welcaming Dinner hosted by the Mayor of Shanghail
, {Jin Jlang Towear)
Talks with academic and cultural circles in
Shanghai -

Visit the Shanghai Jiao Tong Unlver81ty
Vigit a farm village

(END)
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