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By Talstiro Iywamura
“Asahi Shimbun Eduona! Wriler’

Prime’ Mlmster Kiichi Mi-
vazawa is faced with the dil-
ficult lask of deciding wheth-
er or not to have the Emper-
or visit China this fall to
commemorate the 20th an-
niversary of.the normaliza-
~ tion-of- daplomahc relations
‘between Japan and, China.

The subject has been &

long-pendmg issue between

the two nations and Miyaza- .

wa must either comply with
China’s strong. request -for
 the visit or decide against it,
at least for’the time being,

taking into consideration op--

posmg and circumspective
views held by some members
of his L\beral Democratzc
Pariy.”

I believe the prime minis--

ter should decide on havmg
the Emperor visit China.
This-is-because it is not
GESH"&DIE toturn the QU{‘.'.SUGH
of whether ‘the Emperor

shou]d or shouid not visit Chi-

na itself into a diplomatic is-;

sue from the point of view of
establishing a stable, long-

lasting relationship w;th the
- country. -

With the time needed on
both'sides fo prepare for the

Emperor’s visit in-Septem-.
.ber-which marks the 20th an-
niversary of the normaliza-

tion of diplomatic relations
Miyazawa is expected to
makethe decision this week,
as Wan Li, eHairman of the
National People's Congress,
China's Parliament, is visit-

- ing Tokyo: There's little time

left to consider the matter.
China has repeatedly invit-

_ed the Emperor to .visit the

country. It hopes to realize

" mutual visits by the supreme

ledders of both countries to
mark _Lhe‘zoth anniversary,
upgradipg the-level of mutu-

.al wsxts of hlgh rankmg offi-

L}d).‘:r d])u -‘:“U\VHJS L“!: Ris%! Jd
the Izrm Japan -China friend-

Shlp Ithopes,_therefore to

invite the Emperor to Beijing -
znd, in return,.plans to have
President -Yang- Shangkun.

visit Tokyo.

China "asked for the Em- -

nprnrq visit in Anru} 393(1

Just before the outbreak of
the military crackdown on

pro‘democracy’ activists-in-
_ Tiaranmen Square. Premier .
.. LiPeng, who was visiting To-

kyo at the'time, brought*up

the subject with then-Prime

Minister Toshiki Kaifu, who
replied,
the matter with pieasure.”
But the Tiananmen Square
incident led Japan to with-
hold visits to China by gov-
ernment officials for some
time. At the 1980 surnmit of

the seven Western industrial- =~

ized countries held in
Houston, Xaifu advocated a

.bLt’.p“U)’ bLep lliL!.I'lg OI eco-

nomic sanctions agamst Chi-

na u_y YYL::LC.‘Z n .‘aLdLLb J.ﬂ lJJ.L
he visited Beijing himself,

“We will consider-

.




LS

Prime Minister John Major
and Italian Prime Minister
Giulio Andreotii, taking the
initiative to improve rela-
tions with China afler
Tiananmen Squ’are

prlnr to visits h}.r Rriticsh

Since W estern LUUHEHES'

did not express opposing
views against Japan's move,
the Miyazawa administra-
tion look a positive atlitude to
materialize the Emperor's
visit te China. And in the
spring Foreign Minister
Michio Watanabe toid China
that the government would
seriously consider realizalion
of .the Emperor's visit to
China,

But right after that it was
revealed that China had

uuuuu REAL ULHNORU 107

lands, which lie south of Oki-
nawa, Japan's seuthérnmos!
prefecture, as its own in iis
newly established Jaw con-

cponod oul the Senkalar Teu

cerning lerrilorial waters,

Japan has maintained its
sovereignly over the islands.

In addition, the move with-
in China o collect signatures

lo "demand reparahons for
cthas Tanmamars inusaslas

uu.. Japdlicst mvamuu Ul L-ll] .

na in World War 11 and the -

hy Mhi
repeated reguests by China

‘for Japan lo be cautious
aboul 2 move that could lead
to the dispatch of Japanese
forces overseas, referring to

the U.N. peacekeeping oper-’

ations bill that has been
deliberated in the Diet, have,
together with China's move
on the Senkakue Islands,
caused some members of the
LDP lo oppose the Em-
peror's visit lo China,

The LDP General Council,
which is the'organ lo decide

party policies, has met sever-

al imes lo discuss the i issue,
and ils chairman Koko Sa[o
has advised Miyazawa thal
the problem of the Em-
perot's China visil needs

some more consideralion-

with circumspection,

" Al the root of such an’as-
‘serlion by LDP members lies
the wariness thal the Em-
peror’s visil lo China could
lead lo a silualion in which
China may demand (hat the
Emperor apologize ‘for
Japan's invasion in the pasl.

Japan's Constitution spells
‘oul clearly thal the Emperor
has nathing to do with poli-
‘lics, The LDP members
maintain thal if the Emper-
or is asked (o cormmenl on
war responsibililies and he
answers in any way, il would
be a way o use him politi-

~allo

Frankiy speaking, | be.
lieve the Jate Emperor Hiro-
hite, posthurnously known as
Emperor Showa, who was
the supreme leader of Japan
up {o ihe end of World War 11,
should have apologized as a

person for war responhlum-

ties and the invasion when he .

was alive,
Mhen Deng Xlaopmg who

was then dpm]tv nramn min-

ister of Chma visited Japan
in 1978, Emperor Showa said
that “an unhappy era once
existed beftween Japan and
China in the past.' Butl if he
had gone on further to make
such a statemnent as, I am
truly sorry. 1 can't die in
peace without making an
apology,”

P TP I I LU 3 T T
4llve, [CAWOUIQ 6L fave peen
‘necessary for Japan lo be on
the defsngive about! how Chi-

P AR Taia T % QAAVUL LYY W IET

na would broach the subject

on ‘the occasion of the Em< ‘

peror's visit to China.

Bui,; unfortunately, Em-
peror Showa died without
speaking oul his true feel-
ings. And Emperor Akihitois
being asked to make up for
whal his falher never got
around {o.

Japan's Consiitution de-
scribes the Emperor as “'the

symbol of lhe unity of the

people' and not the head of

. slale. Since he Holds the po-

silion of lhe symbol of the
unily of lhe people, who have
dilferent opinions, thereis a
Jimit to whathe cansay, and
much rmore s6 when it comes
to political preblems.-

But whether or not to make
frank apologies to China,
South Korea and other coun-
Iries that were victims of

< t
Japan's aggressive acls in

lhe past is a humanilarian
queslion that transcends pol-
itics. .

And if so, lo realize the
LEmperor's ws:t to China this
fai on the occasion the 20th
anniversary of normalized
retations belween Japan and

China, complying with Chi- -

na's strong request, and lo
have him speak in his own
words about the past and (u-
ture relalions between Japan
and China would no doubt be
lo the benelil of a long-lasting
{uture relalionship belween
the {wo counlries, but never
to ils disadvantage.

I believe the LDP should
censider the Emperor's visil

“to China from such a broad

ouliook and hepe (hat Prime
Ministm :\Iiyazawa will ar-

1|v<.. ala \‘vl)l. Ul,Ll:alUtl

—Asalhi Hoews Srevica

when he was still .
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o1 BO-JdAPAN-CHINS 42— ‘
EC—JAPAN-CHINA ' ’
JAraN EMPEROR TO WVIBIT CHINA IN OOTORER - REPORT .

TORYO: July 132y Reutsr -~ The Japan government has deoides
to send Empsror Akibhoto to China in 1 Gotober to mark the
200h anniversary of the astablishment i raness i
Kyodo news agsnoy reported on Sunday.
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‘Akihito to visit Chma m 1ate October’ |

EMPEROR Akihito will
visit China in late October lo
mark the 20th anniversary
of the establishment of Sino-
Japancse ties, according fo
the l\;-an}neus agency.

Kyodo said ibe emperor
was expected o spend sbout
six days on the mainland
sherdly silter Empress
Niichike's birthday on Octo-
ber 20.

Beijing hag jovited the
empersr on sevéral occa-
sions but the Japanese Gor-
crnment has only said i1
would give the matier “seri-
ous consideration™.

Some leaders of the el
ing Liberal Demicratic Par-
1ty (LDYP) fear Empcrﬂrl

Akibito would face criticism
in Beijing ever the bratal 2¢-
(ions of the Ymperial:Japs-
nese arry in China in the
19305 and [948s; polably in
Ngn;mg »hcre sold:crs
5!3”],"[['({.‘0 mnk ll} (ﬂUUS‘SfIUb
of civilians, mostly women
and children.

Many LDDP lawmakers
are said 1o be concerned that
an imperial Irlp might en-
courage Chinn’s parliament
ts demand USSIS0 million
{11K$1.4 bitlien) i repara-
tions for civilian Josses dur-
ing Japan's occupzation of
vas! areas of northera and
eastern China,

Nevertheless, the Prime

Minister Mr Kiichi Miya-

Emperor Akihito
awa, whe is also LDP presi-
dent, has satd il was desir- -
adle That Emperor, Akihito,..
son of wartime emperor Hi-
rohilo, should go to Beijing,

“11 is imporiant that I[hr
emperor] shonld visit with
the blessings of many
people,” hc said,

" A survey recently pub-
Jished by the deily Niton
Keizai Shimbun showed 70
peér cen? of voters guestioned
would approve such a visir,
while only 18 per cent would
oppese il

Chinese leaders, incud-
ing Communist Party chief
My Jianp Zemin, have said
tee spfferings Japan inflict-
¢d on China eariier this cen-
tury should not be forgotien
bus should serve as lessons
from which o_baild betller
relations in the fuiure]
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