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The Chinese Eastern Railway being an indispensable factor in the economic development of Siberia, as
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well as Northern Manchuria, and constituting an essential link in a trans-continental railway system of inter-
national importance, the nations represented at this Conference are interested in its preservation, its efficient
operation, and its maintenance as a free avenue of commerce, open to the citizens of all countries without

favour or discrimination.

The status of the Chinese Eastern Railway is determined by the contract concluded in 1896 between
China and the Russo-Chinese (Russo-Asiatic) Bank and the contract concluded in 1898 between China and the
Chinese Eastern Railway Company, and subsequent contracts between China and that Company. The neces-
sary funds for its construction were furnished by the Russian Government and it was built under the direction
and supervision of that Government, acting through the Chinese Eastern Railway Company.

The railway is in effect the property of the Russian Government. China has certain ultimate reversion-

ary rights which are provided for in the original contract of 1896.

The absence of a recognized Russian Government since 1917 has made imperative for some time past
certain measures providing for the preservation and continued operation of the railway. Early in 1919—
as a consequence of assistance which has been given to Russia, at her request, in the operation of the entire
trans-Siberian system, including the Chinese Eastern Railway—certain powers, which are represented at this
Conference, undertook to continue this assistance upon definite terms.. An agreement was concluded in u.m:z-
ary, 1919, between the United States and Japan, under the terms of which China, France, Great wlﬁ&:
and Italy subsequently co-operated. The fundamental purpose of the arrangement thus brought about was

explicitly declared to be the temporary operation of the railways in question with a view to their ultimate

return to those in interest without the impairing of any existing rights.
The trusteeship thus assumed continues in force. Changes which have intervened since 1919 vender

‘necessary readjustments in its mode of operation.
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