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With a view to applying more effectually the principle of the open door or equality of opportunity for the
trade and industry of all nations, the Powers represented in this Conference agree not to seek or to support
their nationals in asserting any arrangement which might purport to establish in favor of their interests
any general superiority of rights with respect to ‘commercial or economic development in any designated
region of the territories of China, or which might seek to create any such monopoly or preference as would
exclude other nations from undertaking any legitimate trade or industry or from participating with the Chi-

nese Government in any category of public enterprise; it being understood that this agreement is not to be so
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construed as to prohibit the acquisition of such properties or rights as may be necessary to the conduct of

a particular commercial or industrial undertaking.
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I. With a view to applying more effectually principles of Open Door or equality of opportunity in China
for trade and industry of all nations, the Powers other than China represented at this conference agree.

(a) Not to seek or to support their nationals in seeking any arrangement which might purport to es-
tablish in favor of their interests any general superiority of rights with respect to commercial or economic
development in any designated region of China.

(b) Not to seek or to support their nationals in seeking any such monopoly or preference as would de-
prive other nationals of the right of undertaking any legitimate trade or industry in China or of participating
with the Chinese Government or with any Provincial Government in any category of public enterprise or
which by reason of its scope, duration or geographical extent is calculated to frustrate the practical applica-
tion of the principle of equal opportunity.

It is understood that this Agreement is not to be so construed as to prohibit acquisition of such proper-
ties or rights as may be necessary to conduct of particular commercial industrial or financial undertaking or
to encouragement of invention and research.

II. The Chinese Government takes note of the above Agreement and declares its intention of being
guided by the same principles in dealing with applications for economic rights and privileges from governments
and nationals of all foreign countries whether parties to that Agreement or nct.

III. The Powers including China represented at this Conference agree in principle to the establishment
in China of a Board of Reference, to which any question arising on above Agreement and Declaration may be

referred for investigation and report. (A detailed scheme for the constitution of the Board shall be framed

concession which appear inconsistent with those of another concession or with the principles of the above
Agreement or Declaration may be submitted by the parties concerned to the Board of Reference when es-

tablished for the purpose of endeavoring to arrive at a satisfactory adjustment on equitable terms.
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The representatives of the Powers assembled at the present Conference at Washington, to wit, the
United States of America, Belgium, the British Empire, China, France, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands and
Portugal.

Desiring to povide a procedure for dealing with the questions that may arise in connection with the
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execution of the provisions of Articles 3 and 4 of the treaty to be signed at Washington on February 6th,

1922 with reference to their m.@:%& policy designed to stabilize the conditions in the Far East, to safeguard
the rights and interests of China, and to promote the intercourse between China and other Powers upon a
basis of equality of opportunity, resolve that there shall be established in China a Board of Reference to
which any questions arising in connection with the execution of the aforesaid articles may be referred for the
investigation and report. The Special Conference provided for in Article II of the treaty to be signed at
Washington on February 6th, 1922 with reference to the Chinese customs tariff, shall formulate, for an ap-
proval of the Powers concerned, a detailed plan for the constitution of the board.
(JeHER)
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