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It is recognized, however, that the interests of other Powers in the Far East made it appropriate that

they should be invited to participate in the discussion of Pacific and Far Eastern Problems, and, with the ap-
proval of the five Powers, an invitation to take part in the discussion of those questions has been extended to
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Belgium, China, the Netherlands, and Portugal.

The inclusion of the proposal for the discussion of Pacific and Far Eastern questions was not for the
purpose of embarrassing or delaying an agreement for limitation of armament, but rather to support that
undertaking by availing ourselves of this meeting to endeavor to reach a common understanding as to the
principles and policies to be followed in the Far East and thus greatly to diminish, and if possible wholly
to remove, discernible sources of controversy. It is believed that by interchanges of views at this opportune
time the Governments represented here may find a basis of accord and thus give expression to their desire to
assure enduring friendship.

In the public discussions which have preceded the Conference, there have been apparently two competing
views: one, that the consideration of armament should await the result of the discussion of Far Eastern ques-
tions, and another, that the latter discussion should be postponed until an agreement for limitation of arma-
ment has been reached. I am unable to find sufficient reason for adopting either of these extreme views. 1
think that it would be most unfortunate if we should disappoint the hopes which have attached to this meet-
ing by a postponement of the consideration of the first subject. The world looks to this Conference to relieve
humanity of the crushing burden created by competition in armament, and it is the view of the American
Government that we should meet that expectation without any unnecessary delay. (Applause). It is, there-
fore, proposed that the Conference should proceed at once to. consider the question of the limitation of
armament.

This, however, does not mean that we must postpone the examination of Far Eastern questions, These

questions, of vast importance, press for solution, It is hoped that immediate provision may be made to deal
with them adequately, and it is suggested that it may be found to be entirely practicable through the dis-
tribution of the work among designated committees to make progress to the ends sought to be achieved with-

out either subject being treated as a hindrance to the proper consideration and disposition of the other.
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