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Between March 12th and the latter part of May,
nearly 700 Japanese, men, women and children, includ-
ing the men and officers of the garrison, and the consul
and his family, were massacred by the Bolsheviki in
the most revoltingly cruel manner. Faced by such an
event, the Japanese government felt it incumbent upon
them to take steps to uphold the honour and prestige
of this country, but, in the absence, at the moment,
of any responsible government to whom representations
might be made, the Japanese government have been at
a loss as to the proper line of action they should follow
to achieve their end. In these circumstances, the Ja-
panese government have come to the decision, pending
the establishment of a legitimate government, and a

satisfactory settlement of the present affair, to occupy

such points in the province of Saghalien as they may
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deem necessary.

Having regard to the comovlete evacuation of the
Zabaikal provinces by the Czecho-Slovak troops, the
Japanese Government have decided to withdraw their
troops from these regions in conformity with their re-
peated declarations.

The districts round Vladivostok, however, stand on
a different footing. Not only is the menace from those
quarters against Korea still present, but the situation
tends rather to agravate. Moreover, there is a large
number of Japanese residents in the neighborhood and -
Habarovsk constitutes a point of strategic importance
on the way to the province of Saghalien. In view of
these considerations, the Japanese government find them-
selves compelled, until such time as peace and order
shall have been completely secured, to maintain a sufh-
cient number of troops in these regions.
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