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Seoul, April 7th, 1920.

My dear Mr. Matsudaira,

I had to wait a long time till the news I had asked
for through your kind medium reached me from Harbin.

This morning only I got at last a letter from my sec-
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retary Alferiev, General Horvath having omitted to
inform him earlier of my arrival at Seoul and of my
request to be informed of the state of thing at Harbin.
I have to thank you once more very much for having
wired to your Consul-General.

Thinking that it might interest you to know what
has been going on at Harbin, I shall give you an extract
of Alferiev’s letter.

The center of the opposition to General Horvath
was the so-called ““United Conference of the Professional
Unions’’. This socialistic-bolshevik organization and its
paper ‘“Vpered’’ (Forwards) were considered as illegal,
but both were very popular among the workmen and,
besides, the Chinese were playing a double game sup-
porting the said ‘“‘Conference’” at each meeting of which
a Chinese representative used to be present. This was
evidently the chief reason why General Horvath refrain-
ed from taking any active measures against this organ-
The role of the Chinese in this

e

ization and its paper.
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matter is quite clear: through “our friend”” Li-Kia-Ao
they had entered into contact with the Vladivostok rulers
and were supporting the ‘‘Conference’” as long as they
thought it necessary for their purpose, i. e. for foment-
ing trouble in order to have a reason to intervene.
Our foolish people did not understand this and thought
the Chinese had taken faith in their socialistic ideals.
They found out the truth only when the Chinese flags
were hoisted on the Russian offices and the Chinamen
became extremely arrogant.

The strike on the railway broke out on March 14th.
At first not much attention was paid to it, as it
seemed that it was not serious. But soon it appeared
that the strike was rapidly spreading, chiefly owing to
the miserable financial state of the railway, the workmen
and employees not having been paid for 2 and partly
even for 3 months! The electric light, the telephone &c.
stopped working and the streets were covered with

pamphlets abusing General Horvath and the higher

our silly socialists.

It seems, further, that some agreement has been
eached between Horvath and the Chinese authorities
and that the Russian police and railway guards will be
somehow reestablished. There is one question only to
which I find no answer in Alferiev’s letter, namely :
what role our Consulate-General at Harbin has been
playing in all these events.

Yesterday I received a telegram from General Ko-
lobof informing me that Horvath is going to Peking
and wishes me to accompany him. So I am leaving
to-morrow evening Seoul for Mukden where I shall meet
the General. I don’t know what for he is going to the
Chinese capital, but I suppose he wants to confer with
our Minister, Prince Koudacheff. There is a rumor that
the board of directors of the railway is to be transfered
to Peking, but I am not sure it is so. I will let you
know from Peking.

In the Oussuri and Amour Districts matters seem
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railway officials. This lasted till the Chinese threw off
their mask and occupied the headquarters of the railway
guards pulling down the Russian flag. A little later
the telephone and electric light stations &c. were also
occupied by them.

Meanwhile General Horvath had received from Bao
(or “Pao’’?) per telegraph an ultimation to give up his
administrative power in 24 hours. The General did not
reply to this telegram, and just 24 hours later the
Chinese occupied all the Russian Government offices.
So the General had been deprived of his administrative
functions, though remaining Director-Manager of the
railway. At the same time the Chinese changed their
attitude towards the ‘‘Conference’’, as they didn’t want
it any more. Just while Alferiev was writing to me,
he heard that some members of the ‘‘Conference’ as
well as one named Pompiansky—a representative of the
Vladivostock Government—had been arrested by the

Chinese. If this is true, it would be a good lesson for

to go from bad to worse. I suppose your people will
have seen (the necessity?) to take drastic measures to
check the ever growing indolence of the reds. The
butchery at Nicolaievsk is most disgraceful and revolting.
Accept my sincerest condolences for the sakes your
galant troops have endured.

I have no direct news from Transbaikalia, but it
seems so far that your troops have not yet started
evacuating that E@iboa. Still the position of General
Voitzenhovsky and his small army is rather critical and
it is to be expected that soon or late they will be obli-
ged to withdraw into Manchuria. I am at a loss to
foresee how General Horvath will be able to deal with
all these 40 to 50 thousand of people including refugees
with women and children. He is hardly able at present
to provide for a quantity of ex-government officials,
officers of all ranks &c. who are daily applying to him
for assistance. Something must be done to solve this

problem. The Allies have morally no right of turning
MR
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away from these people when they have supported and
encouraged the whole time as their faithful allies who
were fighting for the common cause. It would be trea-
son to do so. It is disgusting to witness how the poor
officers of Kolchak’s Army and other refugees who are
running away from Russia for their lives are treated,
how all the Allied countries are doing their utmost to
get rid of them, how it is almost impossible for them
to get their passports visé even when they intend going
ot the south of European Russia to join Denikin, how
they are required to produce large sums of money when
entering any country &c. &c.— I think it is really the
duty of the Allies to provide for these poor wretches
who have lost everything, who are homeless, who have
suffered so much......This question ought to be taken
up at once by the Allied Governments and I think your
generous country should take the lead in this matter
so much the more, as being the next neighbours of

Siberia, you know best of all how matters stand. When

and at Harbin. What he told me confirmed, more or
less, what my young secretary Aferiev had written and
what I had already communicated to you. He only
denied positively the rumour as if the Chinese had
changed their attitude towards the so-called ‘‘Conference
of Professional Union’” and that they had arrested the
famous Pompiansky and some other members of the
Conference.

The Chinese had long age begun encroaching upon
the railway. When the Government had been overthrown
at Vladivostok, the socialists of Harbin, chiefly railway
workmen and lower employees summoned General Hor-
vath to submit to the new socialistic-Zemstvo Govern-
ment of Vladivostok, what the General refused to do,
explaining to the people that neither the Zemstvo, nor
any other local government had any right to interfere
with territory of the railway, the latter being the pro-
perty not of any party, but of the whole Russian na-
tion.

Only the government that will be recognized by
(R =S s = i e T ]

KEO
I will have consulted General Eo?mﬁ? I shall write you
more about this question.
Meanwhile let me thank you once more most heartily
for all your kindness, and believe me, as ever.
Yours very sincerely,
(Signed) W. Klemm.
(0l 1D
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Peking, April 20th, 1920.
My dear Mr. Matsudaira,

I am writing to you, as I promised in my letter
from Seoul, to tell you what I have heard from General
Horvath and how matters stand at present.

I met the General at Mukden and found him very
worried and rather bad looking. He had been ill some
time before and had not quite recovered as yet, above
all he felt very uneasy about the Chinese way of deal-

ing with him and about their behavior on the railway

the Allies will be entitled to it. The workmen, there-
upon, threatened to strike.

Meanwhile Pompiansky had arrived from Vladi-
vostok and the above-mentioned ‘‘Conference’’ had been
organized. The local Chinese authorities, especially. a
general named Chang Huan-lian, immediately took this
opportunity to raise their claims. They insisted on
having more Chinese members in the Board of Directors
in order to be better. informed of the state of things
on the railway, promising in return every assistance to
the railway and the general personally. But when
Horvath decided to take strong measures against the
““Conference’”’, the Chinese most emphatically objected
to it, always pretending that it was solely their right
and duty to keep up order, as the guarding of the
railroad had been entrusted to them by the Allies. They
summoned Horvath in writing to give up his political

powers, to which, having no support, he was obliged

to comply, doing it, however, under a written protest.

KA
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At the same time the Russian railway guards and police
were disarmed by the Chinese and disbanded.

Horvath desires positively (i) the fact that the
workmen and employees had not been paid for two or
more months; he says there were outstanding payments
no more than for two or three weeks and that there
was absolutely no economic reason for striking. The
workmen had not ever tried to put forward any economic
claims. The whole matter was purely political, the
minority, as usual, having terrorized the majority and
enforced the strike, and the Chinese having openly en-
couraged the reds in order to provoke disturbances to
have a good pretext for taking not only the administra-
tive power, but possibly also the Em:mmmim:ﬁ of the
railway in their hands.

So things went from bad to worse and Horvath did
not see another way out of the difficulities as going to
Peking to confer with our Minister and with the central

At Mukden the General paid a

Chinese authorities.

sists upon returning to Harbin, the local Chinese au-
thorities might be able to encourage some anarchists
simply to kill him, saying afterward that every thing
had been done to persuade the General not to expose
himself to such a danger, but he had not listened. Thus
they might decline any responsibility on their part. In
fact, Chang Tso-lin spoke a good deal about his being
anxious for the General’s safety.

I have no doubt that the Chinese have decided to
remove Horvath by all means from Harbin and from
his post altogether considering him as the chief obstacle
on their way of taking possession of the railway. The
General himself is quite powerless to struggle against
them and only foreign energetic assistance and protection
could frustrate the Chinese design. Don’t you think it
is the duty of the powers who pledged themselves to
safeguard the Russian interests to check the Chinese
appetite? I am sure Horvath can’t return to Harbin
under the present circumstances, the dangerous elements

1] XEssmERE |
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visit to Chang Tso-lin, who as you know, is the de
facto ruler of the whole of Nothern China. Chang told
Horvath straightway that they want him to leave Har-
bin at least for some time, till they will have restored
order there, and that, to this end, he will be offered at
Peking the post of Adviser or Councillor to the Chinese
Government for railway matters.

In fact, newly had the General arrived here as the
said high post was proposed to him. Horvath answered
that he felt very honored by this mark of confidence of
the Chinese Government, but was unable to accept it,
as he could not give up the management of the railway

which had been entrusted to him by the local Russian

Government and by the owners of the railway. But

the Chinese, by no means discouraged by this refusal,
are still insisting that the General .mvo:E not return to
Harbin. It seems sure that they intend preventing him
from getting back to his post, perhaps even by force.

Between you and me, I am even afraid, in case he in-

not being previously removed from the line. First of
all Pompiansky and other representatives of the Vladi-
vostok Zemstvo ought to be sent away, as well as the
leaders of the ‘‘Conference’” and other illegal unions,
which would at once restore order on the whole line,
the greatest part of the workmen and employees being
positively against all trouble, but unable to resist the
minority that is terrorizing them. This the Chinese
authorities should be induced to do. Much has been
spoken here lately about the activity of your troops on
the C.E.R.—for my sake, I was eagerly watching this
activity hoping it would lead to the desired end, i. e.
to the stopping of the Chinesé machinations. Am I
right in thinking so? Will your Government give the
General the necessary support without which he can’t
resist the Chinese?—Do you think the Interallied Com-
mittee which seems still to exist could be induced to do
something to stop the Chinese aggression? I wish I

could have your advice on this matter as quickly as

<ElI1]
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possible. Horvath and self, we paid yesterday a visit
to your minister. The General explained briefly the
situation and Mr. Obata said he would be glad to give
his support, but owing to the difficult position of your
Government in China he would like that some other
Allied representative should take the lead in this matter.
I heard to-day that Mr. Bopp, the French Minister, had
already handed to the Wai-Chiao-Pou a written protest
insisting on the convocation of a general meeting of the
shareholders of the C.E.R. We will see to-morrow Mr.
Alstone, will ask also for his assistance.

Meanwhile the news we get from Harbin show
that nothing had changed there so far, though the Chi-
nese authorities seem to have been rather impressioned
by the activity of your troops. As for Chang Tso-lin,
I was told that he has not changed his mind, believing
that your Government has too much to do in its own

country to engage into some active policy in Manchuria.

At Harbin the Chinese authorities have cancelled the

independently of the other two, as purely local authority,
under the protection of your troops. But he could not
give me any further details.

You know how anxious General Horvath is to co-
ordinate his policy with yours. So both we would be
very much obliged, if you would let us know your
opinion about Ivanov-Rinov’s statement and let us have
the necessary directions. Surely the Zemstvo will never
be able to govern the country, as they are only a screen
to the Bolsheviks, and the safest would be to intrust
the power to some experienced and reliable administra-
tors. But then a good choice ought to be made and
the respective persons should have forthwith the full
support of your Government, not only in military, but
also, if not chiefly, in economic and financial respects.

But it is time to finish my endless letter. Excuse
my having given you so much trouble and believe me

as ever.

Yours very sincerely,

1 EEsmERE | HIP
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resolution of the municipality giving to a Japanese Com-
pany the concession for construction of tramway.

The last news we got from Transbaikalia shows that
your troops have co-operated with General Voitzenhov-
sky’s detachments against the Bolsheviks. This makes
me think that the idea of withdrawing your troops from
that province has been presently given up, perhaps in
connection with the recent events at Vladivostok and
Niklsk. Voitzenhovsky seems to have started an offen-
sive movement against the reds in the directions of
Verkhneudinsk and Sretensk, his troops having had time
to recover. General Ivanov-Rinov who is now in Peking
believes that soon in the three Far Eastern provinces,
i.e. the Ussuri, Amur and Transbaikal, a clean sweep
will be made of the Bolsheviks. He spoke to me of a
large scheme that seems to be planned at Chita and
which, he thinks, has the approval of your authorities.

According to this scheme, in each of the three provinces

a Governor-General has to be appointed who will act

(Signed) W. Klemm
P.S. April 25th. General Horvath wants me to go to
Harbin to prepare the necessary accounts and other
papers for the meeting of the shareholders of the C.E.

R. T am leaving Peking on Tuesday next.
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