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warning the public against the distribution of hand-
bills of an inflammatory character and prohibiting
the exhibition of flags bearing characters which
furnished a direct incitement to disorder. Warning
was also given against the dissemination of false ru-
mours and the assembly of crowds in the streets. All
offences in these matters, it was announced, would
be punished. This warning was deliberately ignored;
the shopkeepers were intimidated and closed their
shops; bands of Chinese paraded the Settlement wear-
ing uniforms and badges, functioning generally as
if they had been armed by the authorities with full
powers, Their declared object was to preserve peace,
and, so far as the crowds in the streets were con-
cerned, they succeeded in a measure, but their act of
parading in itself was sufficient to keep the shops
closed, for any attempt to take down the shutters was
followed by a visit from a band of students, We have
been taken to task for calling this' intimidation. It
is interesting to read other constructions Emomm upon
these acts, in view of the extension of them to chauf-
feurs, market men, dock hands, mill workers, wharf
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THE NORTH-CHINA DAILY NEWS
SHANGHALI, JUNE 10, 1919.

LAWLESSNESS IN SHANGHAI

Writing on May 8 in reference to the Peking
riot we declared that, “In this Settlement order will
be insisted upon in any event.” Patiently the au-
thorities in Shanghai have watched the student move-
ment, hoping that commonsense would prevail; but
during the week-end it became apparent that, how-
ever good their object might be, the students intend-
ed to continue on wrong lines and their movement
had become a serious menace to this International
Settlement. On Sunday evening the students who
had constituted themselves a special police force -
practically assumed charge in Nanking Road. By
thus functioning in the Settlement they were legally
liable to arrest and punishment. Moreover, “procla-
mations” had been issued and, generally, the stu-
dents openly contravened the treaties. On June 6 the
Shanghai Municipal Council issued a notification

coolies, printers and others. Some people would
apply the harsher word Bolshevism, and not without
justification. ‘

By Sunday evening the situation had become so
serious that the authorities could no longer defer action.
A meeting of the Municipal Council was held on
Sunday night, and a notification was issued at a late
hour prohibiting unauthorized persons from appear-
ing in the streets or in any public place in uniform
or wearing any distinctive dress or badge or head-
gear signifying membership of any particular organ-
ization, association or body. The notification als®
stated that no person, under any pretence whatso-
ever, should carry any flag or banner or wear any sash
or other device inthe streets or in any public place,
bearing any inscription in Chinese or in any foreign
language. This warning took effect yesterday at 4
p.m. by which time the students had removed their
so-called “Disturbance preventers” and the Students’
Union had also sealed up their office at No. 51 Bub-
bling Well Road. But, although outwardly the sit-

uation appeared to have improved, students were
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busily engaged intimidating workers.
business premises visited was this office, but fortu-
nately these lines will see the light of day owing to
prompt counter-measures. The Chinese Banks were
inclined to open to-day, but the m\anEm exercised
pressure, with what result we cannot at present
state. Moreover, the students were graciously pleased
to inform the heads of certain public utilities that
they would not be affected at present, while they
held up certain steamers, one of which was the ves-
sel which was to carry the fish which, the students
announced, the markets would be open to sell! In
these circumstances the defence forces of the Settle-
ment were again called out to remove objectionable
“proclamations” and flags, and to prevent the further
intimidation of peaceful citizens.

There can be no question that whatever their
opinions the Chinese students have no right to come
into this International Settlement and impose a tyr-
anny upon its inhabitants any more than have the
blackmailers who from time to time attempt to ex-

tort money from ex-officials and others who find in

have gone so far as to place the lives of Britons,
Japanese and others in jeopardy and, while they
proclaim their policies, are deliberately forcing upon
us a day when, at the request of the Powers, Japan
will intervene and put a period to the lawlessness
nrw% have stirred up. The students must Ew.:w&ﬁa-
ly terminate their unlawful conduct intervention is
to be avoided.
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this port an asylum from their political opponents.

The students have sought the sympathy of foreign-
ers in the unfortunate position that corrupt officials
have brought upon their country. As stated else-
where, they have received that sympathy, and as active
a sympathy from the British as any other nationals.
But what have they meted out to all foreigners in
return? They have endeavoured to make our lives
such a burden as to compel us to beseech our Gov-
ernments to urge Peking to comply with their de-
mands. This is more than unreasonable, it is that
Prussianism which the students profess they wish to
obliterate from their national life, Instead of en-
deavouring to persuade people of the soundness of
their judgement upon certain officials, they attempt
coercion through the instrumentality of an innocent
third party. Mencius long ago laid it aoém@umﬁ people
do not obtain sympathy by using force. Yet that is
exactly what these students are attempting. Shang-
hai has opened its doors to all, our hospitality is
proverbial, yet these students attack us in return for

the protection accorded them for many years. They
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