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Lord Curzon invited Viscount Chinda, if there is
any fear that any project launched under the aegis
of the Consortium might threaten the strategic
security of Japan, to guard against this danger by

proposing a formula to meet the case.
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The representatives of the governments concerned

=i

agreed to restrain effectively their nationals from
exportation of Arms and ammunitions into China
until the constitution of a government whose author-
ity is recognized throughout the country. They also
agreed to prohibit importation of arms and ammuni.
tions contracted but not delivered during the above
period. Obata
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BRITISH LEGATION
PEKING
April 29th, 1919.
In accordance with the decision taken at the
Meeting of the 20th instant, the Dean has the honour

to submit herewith to his Honourable Colleagues

possibility of importing military arms and ammuni-
tion into the country from abroad could not but
exercise a disturbing influence, and the friendly
Powers here represented are firmly determined to
discontinuance any condition or action which might
favour the reversion to hostilities, I am desired by
my Colleagues to make the following communication
to the Chinese Government.

The Governments of Great Britain, Spain,
Portugal, the United States, Russia, France and
Japan have agreed effectively to restrain their sub-
jeets and citizens from exporting to or importing
into China arms and ammunitions of war and
material destined exclusively for their manufacture
until the establishment of a government whose
authority is recognized throughout the whole country
and also to prohibit during the above period the
delivery of arms and ammunitions for which con-
tracts have already been made but not executed.

B FHNKRXE 1 RKE BIR

Emo
a draft of the proposed note to the Wai Chiao Pu on
the subject of the import of arms and ammunition.

The draft is based on that which His Excellency
the American Minister was good enough to prepare,
but some slight alterations have appreared necessary
when reducing the matter to a formal communica-
tion.

Should his Honourable Colleagues so desire the
Dean would be E.mvmwmmn.lmz view of the importance
of the step proposed—to convene a further meeting
for the special purpose of deciding on the text of the

communication to the Chinese Government.

KB EE i = KRR X
Note from Dean to the Wai Chiao Pu.
Sir,
The Diplomatic Body in considering the present
state of disunion between North and South in China

have been impressed by the fact that the continued

The Representatives of the Netherlands, Den-
mark, Belgium and Itay are also in full accord with
the above policy, but await the instructions of their
respective Govrenments before announcing the adhe-
sion of the latter.

The Foreign Representatives desire to express
the earnest hepe that the Chinese Government in
keeping with this policy will on their part agree
to suspend the issue of permits to import military
arms, ammunition and munitions of war and will
direct the Customs that the introduction of such
articles is absolutely prohibited.
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Pékin, le 12 Mai 1919.
Monsieur le Ministre et cher Doyen,

Le Gouvernement Royal vient de me trans-
mettre ses instructions au sujet de la défense de
Pintroduction en Chine des armes et des munitions.

Le Gouvernement Royal est disposé a adhérer
a Vaccord entre les Puissances en vue de la défense
en question pourvu que les contrats concernant les
armes et les munitions conclus par des sujets italiens,
ou qui seront conclus avant que le dit accord soit
parfait, puissent étre exécutés sans condition ou
renvoi.

Je m’empresse de porter a la connaissance de
Votre Excellence ce qui précéde et je saisis I'occasion
pour vous offrir, Monsieur le Ministre et cher Doyen,
les assurances de ma plus haute considération.

(Sd.) C. Garbasso.
Son Excellence

Sir John Jordan,
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Dean’s Circular

No; 106.

British Legation,
Peking.
July 12th, 1919.

The Dean has the honour to circulates herewith
copy of a note which he has addressed to the Wai
Chiao Pu in reply to their Note of the 25th ultimo
on the subject of the import of arms and ammuni-
tion into China.
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Copy Note
Dean of the Diplomatic Body
to
Wai Chiao Pu.
July 11th, 1919.
Sir,
I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of

BRI
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your Excellency’s note of the 25th ultimo, addressed

BNO BNl suhi
to me in my capacity as Dean of the Diplomatic
Body, on the subject of the import of arms and
ammunition.

In reply I have the honour to state that the
Diplomatic Body after due consideration of the argu-
ment used in the note under reply are unable to agree
to the request that their nationals be at the present
time permitted to import supplies of arms and am-
munition. They consider it necessary to adhere
strictly to the existing arrangement concerning the
prohibition of the import of arms and munitions.

(8’d) J. N. Jordan.
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Circular No. 118.
British Legation.
Peking.
August 20th, 1919.

The Dean has the honour to circulate herewith
translation of a note which he has wmoo?.mm from the
Wai Chiao Pu requesting that the import of raw
materials required for the manufacture of arms

and ammunition be permitted.
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Sir John Jordan, while desiring to be favoured
with the views of his Honourable Colleagues, would
suggest that he be authorised to reply to the effect
that the Diplomatic Body see no occasion to alter
the policy laid down in the Dean’s Note of May 5th.

(C9)
KK o FE KSR n > IEEERR AN R

Translation

Note from the Wai Chiao Pu to

British Minister as Dean.

August 16th, 1919.
Sir,

With regard to the prohibition of the import
of arms and ammunition into China, I had the honour
to declare, in my note of July 25 addressed to Your
Excellency in your capacity as Dean, that my Govern-
ment was not willing to submit to such a restriction.

A communication on this subject has now been

received from the Ministry of War to the following

Awaiting the favour of a reply,
I avail, ete.
(Seal of the Wai Chiao Pu).
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BEHO
effect.

“Various raw materials for the manufacture
of arms and ammunition are needed from time to
time. Moreover, the export of Chinese raw materials
from China being permitted, the prohibition of the
import of raw materials into China is extremely
unfair. It is therefore requested that the matter
may be considered, and the import allowed as usual
to meet the necessary requirement.”

I have the honour to observe that raw materials
for the manufacture of arms and ammunition are
not the same as arms and ammunition, and that they
are therefore outside the scope of prohibition, I have
accordingly the honour to address to Your Excellency
in your capacity as Dean on the subject, and trust
that you will be lay the question before the Diplo-
matic Body with a view to permitting the nationals
of the various countries to import as usual in the

interests of good relations.
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Circular No. 149.
British Legation,
Peking.
September 25th, 1919.
With referance to Circular No. 144 of the 16th

instant, the Dean has the honour to circulate here-

that I have duly laid the Note in question before my
Colleagues and that ‘they desire me to inform you
in reply that they see no ocecasion to alter the policy
which I had the honour to communicate to Your

Excellency in my Note on the subject of May 5th last.

I avail, ete.
BNIR +m+m WMWWWMM$39
FE ¢ N R R 1 Ei - Eam =i
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1]
with for the approval of his honourable Colleagues,
the draft of a Note to the Wai Chiao Pu on the
subject of the import into China of raw materials
for the manufacture of arms and ammunition.
® 8B
ImedE m = FE KRR
Draft.
Dean to Wai Chao Pu. .
Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt
of Your Excellency’s Note addressed to me in my
capacity as Dean of August 18th last on the subject
of the import into China of raw materials for the
manufacture of arms and ammuhnition, in which
you desired me to lay the question before the
Diplomatic Body with a view to the nationals of
the various countries being permitted to import such
goods as usual.

I have the honour to inform Your Excellency
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British Embassy
Tokyo, December 19, 1919.

EBIHD]

No. 322.
Monsieur le Ministre,

In September last His Majesty’s Government
learnt of an offer, said to have been made by the
Italian Government, to sell to that of China several
destroyers, submarines and other vessels, for which
purpose it was proposed that the Italians should lend
£1,000,000 to the Chinese Government. His Majesty’s
Ambassador in Rome was accordingly instructed to
make inquiries as to the truth of this report, and as

to the reasons, if it were true, for the departure of
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the Italian Government from the policy hitherto ac-
cepted by the Allies of refusing to make financial
advances to the Chinese Government, or to sell arms
to them so long as the conflict between North and
South China continued.

The Italian Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs,
whilst promising a written reply to His Majesty’s
Ambassador, stated that he believed that any arms,
which it had been proposed to sell to China, had
been deposited in an Italian Settlement in that coun-
try, and that there was no intention for the present
to hand them over to the Chinese Government.

In November, however, a further report reached
His Majesty’s Government, according to which 30,000
packages containing fleld guns, machine guns, rifle
and ammunition had been landed at Chingwangtao
from the Italian transport “Nippon”. Part of this
cargo had been placed in the custody of the Italian

guards at Tientsin and Peking and part had been

His Majesty’s Ambassador in Rome has how-
ever, reported that the Japanese Representative has
received no instructions in this matter.

When his Japanese and French Colleagues are
in a position to act with him, Sir G. Buchanan pro-
poses to speak to the Italian Minister for Foreign
Affairs respecting the case of the steamship “Persia”,
employed in the service of the Italian Government
and at present diverted to Fiume, but which was to
have been sent to China ports with a cargo of about
3,500 tons of arms and ammunition.

In these circumstances I have received the in-
structions of His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs to approach Your Excellen-
cy with the request that the Japanese Representative
in Rome may receive such instructions as will enable
him to act with his French and British Colleagues in
drawing the attention of the Italian Government to

these cases and in urging them to stop further

B BH (¢ NHEeKE iR 24 B

SRV @)
retained at Chingwangtao, but it was said that a
considerable quantity had been transferred to the
Chinese Military Authorities in various places.

His Majesty’s Minister in Peking informed His
Majesty’s Government that the Japanese Minister in
that city had reported this case to Your Excellency;
and Sir J. Jordan understood from Mr. Obata that
the Japanese Government desired that the Japanese,
French and British Representatives in Rome should
make inquiries into the matter. His Majesty’'s Am-
bassador in Rome was accordingly instructed that,
if his Japanese and French Colleagues had received
similar instructions, he should join them in making
inquiries as to the reported delivery of arms to the
Chinese; and in the event of the report in question

proving well-founded, immediate

in urging that
instructions should be sent to Peking by the Italian
Government with a view to the prevention of the

delivery of any further consignments.

deliveries of arms and munitions to China.

I avail myself of this opportunity, Monsieur le
Ministre, to renew to Your Excellency the assurance
of my highest consideration.

(Sgt.) B. Alston
H.M. Minister.
His Excellency
Viscount Yasuya Uchida,
&ec., &ec., &ec.,
H.I.J.M. Minister for Foreign Affairs.
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