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It is reported that the question of armistice in
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Shensi has proved to be a serious obstacle in the
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progress of the peace conference at Shanghai, and
the question of the war participation army is also
expected to present a further difficulty to the work
of that conference. The >Emg‘ and Associated
representatives at Humadm, consistently with the de-
claration embodied in their communication to Presi-
dent Hsli of December 2 last, have no desire to
control or influence any particular terms of adjust-
ment to be arranged between the two contending
factions in China. They are however keenly in-
terested in an early sclution of the differences now
dividing China, and, without intending to enter into
examination on the facts or merits of the questions
at issue, they trust that every term of armistice
arranged between the Northern and Southern forces
in Shensi shall be as loyally and scrupulously ob-
served by the one party as by the other, and that
the plan of the organization of the war participa-

tion army shall not be allowed to hamper the nego-
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tiations at Shanghai.
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Conference since the 20th of February last, namely
the cessation of hostilities in Shensi and the suspen-
sion of the formation of the National Defence
Army. The result is that the other fundamental
questions are yet given no opportunity of discussion.
As peace is the objective of the Conference, and
as peace and war are logically impossible of simul-
taneous pursuit, the Peking Government is either
manifestly guilty of insincerity when it attempts to
carry on warfare while on the other hand it talks
of peace, or else its authority carries no weight. If
latter is true, a patched up peace will prove an un-
happy one. It may be observed that on November
16th last the Peking Government issued a Mandate
promulgating the armistice which included Shensi
and Fukien in its operation. But, under the pretext
of fighting to subdue bandits, the invasion of Shensi
was made, so that the past three months or more

the inhabitants of Shensi have been inflicted with
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Telegram to the Dean of the Diplomatic Body
dated Shanghai March 3rd., 1919,
received March 5th.

After more than a year of internal strife with
which the Republic of China has been inflicted
during the progress of the great world conflict, the
Military Government, pursuant to the trend of public
opinion and the disinterested advice of Your Excel-
lencies the Ministers of the five Friendly Powers
in a spirit of sincerity, took joint action with the
Peking Government in convening a Peace Confer-
ence and delegated to it special Representatives with
plenary powers in the hope that all fundamental
questions at issue might be thoroughly threshed out
and settled so as to attain our object of permanent
peace. Unfortunately complications have sprung up
from the two major questions which were the first

to receive the attention of the six Sessions of the

indescribable miseries resulting therefrom. This
state of things dragged on until February 13th,
when a Mandate was issued ordering cessation of
fighting in Shensi, Fukien and Western Hunan in
accordance with the five Articles of the Modus
Operandi proposed by General Li Shun, Tuchun of
Kiangsu. Then it was that the Northern Peace Dele-
gation declared formally at the Conference that the
Northern Government would accept full responsibility
for the enforcement of the armistice in Shensi from
February 13th henceforward. But express mail
advices received from the front in Shensi, dated
between the 14th and 21st of February, all confirm
the reports of a general invasion by Northern troops,
the loss of positions in the Eastern and Western
fronts and even the instability of Sanyuan, the
Headquarters of the Southern forces.

Although this Delegation requested to be placed

in direct telegraphic communication with Sanyuan

11
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as a preliminary step towards the cessation of
hostilities, we have up to now received not a single
telegram from our friends there. In this anomalous
state of war and peace parley going on simulta-
neously, how could the undersigned, who have been
charged with the duty of negotiating peace, have
the face to meet the people of Shensi or the world
without self-reproach. Consequently on the 28th of
February, at 9 o‘clock in the morning, we demanded
an answer within 48 hours from the Peking Govern-
ment to our proposal for the effective enforcement
of ?m,maﬁmmaomv and the removal of General Chen
Shu fan from his office of Tuchun of Shensi, and
that if no satisfactory reply, or none at all, was
received within that time limit, it would be con-
clusive evidence of the want of sincerity on the part
of the Peking Government, and in that event the
suspension of negotiations would become an un-

avoidable matter.

Defence. What other motive could it have in taking
such an extraordinary step?

dvob our request to be put in possession of
copies of the Sino-Japanese Naval and Military
Pacts and their Annexes, and complete version of
the War Participation Loan Agreement, only copies
of the Military and Naval Pacts, without annexes,
have been vcw before the Conference, which has so
mma had no opportunity to take them up in discus-
sion.

In a word peace can only be attained by first
getting at the root of all trouble, and second remov-
ing all obstacles. The success of the two steps are
dependent upon each other. If the obstacles are not
removed, there is no way to get at the root. As the
ncmmﬁozm, relating to Shensi Province and the Na-
tional Defence Army constitute the principal obsta-
cles at present, it becomes absolutely necessary to

remove these before the Conference can proceed any

| IEEREHEE B RE 1P

&

The period having expired without receipt of
any reply, on and after Monday March 3rd, it will
be impossible to proceed with the Conference, the
Northern Delegation furthermore having already
resigned in a body. Moreover, in view of the Military
Government’s earnest desire for peace, and its con-
ciliatory spirit, and the sincere wish of the under-
signed to push forward this peace movement in spite
of difficulties, we would have exerted our utmost to
avert the deadlock, had it not been a case of impos-
sibility to proceed under present circumstances. The
National Defence Army should be dispensed with,
the reason is manifestly obvious.

At the present juncture of the close of the Euro-
pean war, when it is the purpose of the present
Conference to make a start with the scheme of
military reduction on a large scale, the North takes
occasion to materialise its scheme of increasing its

military strength under the pretext of National

further. With the suspension of the Conference the

future of the wmmom, in Oﬁbm hangs in ?m.dm_mdoo.,
Knowing that Your MNnm:msﬁmm have China’s

interest at heart, we are taking this opportunity to

make another appeal for your friendly advice and

guidance at this critical moment. |
Signed:

Chang Shih chao

Miao Chia shou

Kuo Chun shen

Wang Po Chun

Yao Ming luen

Tang Shao yi
Hu Han Ming
Tseng Yen

Liu Kwang lieh
Peng Yung Yi
Li Shih ying
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British Embassy,
Tokio.
Dear Mr. Shidehara,

I beg to enclose herewith a memorandum of a
telegram which I have received from Lord Curzon
respecting the deadlock in the Peace Conference
negotiations at Shanghai.

I had in the meantime explained to my Govern-
ment the views entertained by the Imperial Govern-
ment on this matter, and my telegram must have
crossed the one which I now forward to you.

Yours Sincerely,
Conyngham Greene.
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MEMORANDUM.
Confidential.
His Majesty’s Minister at Peking, telegraphing
1R
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to His Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Af-
fairs on the subject of the deadlock in the Peace
Conference at Shanghai, referred to the Military
Governor as responsible for the violation of the
armistice. Lord Curzon has now telegraphed to His
Majesty’s Ambassadors at Tokyo, Washington and
Paris instructing them to urge the respective Govern-
ments to which they are accredited to give the neces-
sary instructions to their Representatives at Peking
to associate themselves with their Allied colleagues
in pressing the Chinese Government to dismiss the
Military Governor referred to and to disband the
so-called National Defence Army.
British Embassy,
Tokyo.
March 10th, 1919.
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The representatives of Great Britain, France,
Japan, Italy and the United States viewing with
deep concern the delay in the settlement of internal
difficulties in China due to the adjournment of the
Shanghai Peace Conference desire to express the
hope that the Conference may be reconvoked and
negotiations brought to a successful close at the
earliest possible date. Since the aims of both parties
have now been stated, it ought to be possible without
further delay to find a solution just to all and in the
common interest of the country and the Chinese
people. Meanwhile the representatives of the Powers
trust that neither party will, in any way, sanction

a resumption of military measures.
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In making this statement the representatives of
the Powers desire to assure the Chinese people and
authorities of the continued good will and friendly
interest of their Governments and nations who will
welcome with the greatest satisfaction the restora-
tion of union and concord throughout China with her
Government in the full exercise of its powers
organized to promote the general welfare of the

people.
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