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Memorandum.

The Japanese Government have given their careful
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consideration to the request contained in the Memoran-
dum of the British Embassy of Umamnmwwn 27, for im-
mediate withdrawal of the support hitherto granted by
them to General Horwat and Ataman Semenov. They
desire in the first place to assure the British Government
of their readiness to cooperate in an effort for the
establishment of an orderly Government in Siberia.
They would also point out that it is untrue that any
material assistance, whether monetary or otherwise,
is being extended by them to General Horwat. Nor are
they informed that his action is, in any way, interfering
with Admiral Koltchak’s administration. He has readily
accepted the new regime established recently at Omsk,
and his relations with Admiral Koltchak appear to be
satisfactory.

With regard to Ataman Semenov, it will be recalled
that the support to that Cossack officer was original-
ly undertaken by the Japanese Government in common

with the British and French Governments, and that it

to be organized and maintained by that Government.
They are further ready to take necessary measures for
checking any abuses or irregularities which may be com-
mitted by him or his troops.

In this situation, they are confident that their as-
sistance to him may well be continued without in any
way hampering the object of establishing an acceptable
Government in Siberia. To withdraw peremptorily all
support to him at the present moment so as to compell
disbandment of his troops would, in their opinion, not
only be premature and unwise under existing conditions
in Siberia, but would also involve to a certain extent a
question of honour for the Japanese authorities.

The Japanese Government trust that, in view of the
foregoing explanation, it will not be urged upon them to
sever at once their relations with Ataman Semenov and
to leave him helpless and in disgrace, by mere consid-
erations of expediency due to the proclamation of Ad-

miral Koltchak as Dictator, or to the contemplated

I XCEEERERSE B
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had been started long before Admiral Koltchak appeared
in the arena of Siberian politics. Subsequently, when it
was felt that the continued assistance to Ataman Seme-
nov might interfere with the negotiations then conducted
in Russia by Mr. Lockhart with M. Trotsky, the British
Government temporarily suspended such aid, and finally
abandoned him. The Japanese Government have however
remained constant in their sympathy and support to the
Ataman, who has done so much in resisting German
activities and in maintaining order and security in the
region of Trans-Baikalia.

They hasten to add that thy have no intention of
encouraging any selfish design of Ataman Semenov, or
of recognizing him as commander of an independent
army. On the contrary, they are quite willing to use
whatever influence they may have on him, with a view
to arranging that, upon establishment of a stable and
united Government in Siberia, the troops now under

his command will be incorporated into a regular army

formation of a new army in the service of a Russian
political group which has not yet been recognized by
any Power.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Tokio, January 6, 1919.
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Memorandum.

Bl KmRm

The recent forcible stoppage and searching of the
train conveying the United States Consul-General at
Irkutsk by Ataman Semenov’s troops at Dauria em-
phasised the necessity of some action to prevent such
proceedings on the part of these forces, which were
shown by frequent reports to have exacted dues from
goods in transit and to have taken money by force
from the Russian Customs.

The Diplomatic Representatives at Vladivostok ac-
cordingly passed a resolution last month to the effect
that the allied troops guarding the line should prevent

Semenov or his agents from either collecting Customs

dues, or from examining trains on any part of the Si-

berian Railway or the baggage on them.
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As the execution of this resolution presumably rests
with the Japanese Representative, His Majesty’s Gov-
ernment have instructed His Majesty’s Minister to express
the hope that the Japanese Government will take the
necessary steps to give effect to it without delay.

Recent news from Siberia confirmed in conversation
by Viscount Uchida on the 2nd instant, goes to show
however that an arrangement has now been come to
between Ataman Semenov and Admiral Kolchak, by
which the former is to act in future under the orders
of the latter; and such an agreement will possibly lead
to the cessation of the irregularities complained of on
the part of Semenov’s forces.

British Embassy,

Tokyo.

June 9, 1919.
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3. The Technical Board shall elect a President
to whom shall be intrusted the technical operation of
the railways. In matters of such technical operation,
the President may issue instructions to the Russian

officials mentioned in the preceding clause. He may
appoint assistants and inspectors in the service of the
Board, chosen from among the nationals of the Powers
having military forces in Siberia, to be attached to
the central office of the Board, and define their duties.

He may assign, if necessary, the corps of railway
experts to the more important stations. In assigning
railway experts to any of the stations, interests of the
respective Allied Powers in charge of military protec-
tion of such stations shall be taken into due consi-
deration. Ie shall distribute the work among the

clerical staff of the Board whom he may appoint in

Resolution.

Considering that the suggestion of Messieur Stevens
and Moseiff do not countervene the General Organiza-
tion of the existing rules on the Railway, the Inter-
Allied Railway Committee resolved.

a) to instruct the Military Transportation Board
to make known all military requirements to the Central
Transportation Committee who will arrange for com-
mercial requirements as well as military interchange of
equipments.

b) to declare as desirable that an Inter-Allied
representative be assigned to work with the Central
Transportation Committee with power as a member
thereof.

¢) That the resolution passed by the Technical
Board the 18th March with regard to the preference be
given to military shipments remain in force.

d) That the execution of every transportation be
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intrusted to railway agents only.
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