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Native Sons of the Golden West.
Native Daughters of the Golden West.
Federation of State Societies.
California Oriental Expulsion League.
State Democratic Central Committee.
American Legion of California.
Fraternal Order of Eagles.
Woodmen of the World.
United Spanish War Veterans.
Kansas Society of Los Angeles.
Nevada Society of Los Angeles.
Orange County Chamber of Commerce.
Jinnistan Grotto, Veiled Prophets.
Michigan Society of Los Angeles.
(From Los Angeles EXAMINER.)
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leading industries. The real estate men are anxious to
develop the county and consequently will welcome any
immigration which is industrious. They do not feel the
need of Japanese labor in this section as in other places
so the men engaged in the selling of land are not
especially seeking Japanese though they would not
hesitate to sell to them should land be wanted. I talked
with Mr. Conley, the secretary of the Chamber of Com-
merce, and he seemed little interested in the matter.
I took it his position was not such as to bring him into
touch with the immigration problem. He seemed more
interested in advertizing the city and county.

I had quite an extended talk with the Secretary of
the Board of Trade who was more directly interested in
the farm and industrial problems. He was unwilling to
have the county settled by an alien race unassimilable
and he seemed to think the Japanese were such a race.

The condition about Merced is somewhat different.

Here the Japanese have a fairly prosperous colony
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MEMORANDUM ON CONDITIONS IN
MODESTO-MERCED DISTRICT.

The conditions in Merced and Stanislaus counties
is similar to those of Fresno with the exception that
the people of these counties are not so familiar with
the Japanese people. It would seem to be one of the
policies of the anti-Japanese agitators to go to places
where the people are not familiar with Japanese con-
ditions or Japanese modes of living or thought and
play on the ignorance of the Americans thus arousing
anti feelings.

Modesto is a prosperous city in the midst of a fertile
agricultural district. At the present time the raising of

hay and carrying on the diary business are the two

located at Livingstone. The land was sold to the Japa-
nese by large land holders and the smaller farmers are
beginning to complain that the coming of Japanese is
injurious to them in that the competition is growing
stronger every year forcing the rents up higher and
higher.

I talked here also with the Board of Trade and the
general feeling is that something is wrong and that
some action should be taken very soon to curb the
Japanese menace as they term it.

The movement to take a vote of the Farmers or-
ganizations of the State on the Asiatic situation was
meeting with favor and will doubtless result in throwing
the balance in favor of restrictive measures.

It was here I heard of the results of the action of
the Japanese Association Conference rescinding the
action of the Board of Directors relative to the “picture

brides’’. The people are saying that this movement to

aES
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perpetuate the old custom of marriage is only one sign
that the Japanese as a whole are not in sympathy with
our ideas of marriage and consequently are not in sym-
pathy with the fundamental idea of the home. “But of

course George Shima is different’’. This remark I heard

from many different people who seem to think he is
about the only one who understands American modes
of living and thinking. I explained that he is not the
only one but that there are many such as he. But they
reply that the recent action of this conference shows
that the majority are not and are therefore undesirable
in our midst, either as residents or citizens.

It seems from my investigations that the special
session of the Legislature, if there is to be one, will
not be called before the farmers have had a chance to
vote on the matter and that will require at least another
month. Mr. Alexander reports that their investigation

in Pasadena, the home town of the Governor, reveals

on intention on the part of the Governor to call an
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extra session. The Governor is keeping very quiet on
the matter and is said to be in no humor to talk even

to his closest friends about the matter. Mr. Alexander

T3

reports that he has heard of a “‘gentlemen’s agreement’’
between the Governor and Senator Inman to call an
extra session but no time is set.

In view of the situation I can suggest only one
thing to do and that is to keep up this friendly con-
nection with the leaders in different communities and
try and get them to see the results of hasty action at a
time such as this.

The following important centers have to be visited :
Santa Clara valley with San Jose as the center. Salinas
valley with Salinas as the important city. The cities of
Santa Cruz, Monte Rey, San Juan, King City, Los
Gatos. In the San Joaquin valley there remain several

important centers. Hanford, Visalia, Tulare, Porterville,

and some smaller places.
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