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Peking Daily News
November 27, 1918.
Allied Distrust of Japan’s
Policy in China Comes
- to Climax With
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End of War
Friction is of bo:m, Standing, Dating from Twenty-
one Demands; Incident in Connection with Ching
Hsing Mines Related.
(“China Press” Correspondence.)
Peking, November 14.—In this correspondence

a few days ago the fact was mentioned that there
seemed to be a growing want of sympathy between
Japan and the rest of the Allies, so far as questions
concerning China, at any rate, are concerned. This
lack of sympathy is not new.

Perhaps it may be said that the first real
divergence between Japan and the rest of the Allies
was seen when President Yuan would have had
China throw in her lot with the Allies and declare
war on Germany almost at the very beginning of
the war. Had he been able to carry through this
idea, the attack on Tsingtau, surpassingly glorious
as it was-though rendered easier by the fact that
the main portion of the German Asiatic squadron
curiously enough managed to get out of the Kiao-
chow territorial waters after the Japanese blockade

The Twenty-one Demands were a very severe
strain on Allied confidence; in fact for a time they
were so severe a strain that confidence was broken,
and that confidence has by no means been fully re-
established. Ever since 1915 there has been an un-
easy feeling with regard to Japan. Everything pos-
sible has been done to placate Japan, and the lengths
to which the Allies were prepared to go, even so
late as the spring of 1917, and the anxiety that
existed even at that late date as to Japanese inten-
tions, are just being revealed.

The revelation has come through the question
of German interests in North China. For quite a
long time Allied interests have been trying to secure

control of the Ching Hsing coal mines. The bulk

of the capital in these mines is Franco-Belgian, but

The

reason why certain Anglo-American interests have

the actual control has all along been German.

not been able to secure the property has now been
revealed. It seems that just before China broke off
diplomatic relations with Germany, the then German

Minister, Admiral von Hintze, visited Tientsin and

1K (=~ HERESE |+ HIIO

KEO

began and also managed to escape the eternal vigi-
lance of the Japanese navy right across the Pacific,
only to inflict destruction on one British squadron
and to be destroyed by another—would have been
less so, for the Japanese would have been assisted
not only by a handful of British troops, sent only
for political reasons to take part in the operations,
but by Chinese troops. Had President Yuan had his
way China would have been in the war practically
from the beginning. That this was not the case was
entirely due to Japanese disapproval of the idea.
This sowed the seed of antipathy.

Then came the Twenty-one Demands, in which
Japan alienated a great deal of Allied confidence.
Japanese action at Tsingtau and in Shantung has
from the beginning given rise to general disapproval.
The combining of the province for “cash,” the estab-
lishment of a civil administration, the difficulties
placed in the way of non-Japanese commerce, the
huge trade in opium and its products, organised
from Tsingtau, and other details of that kind, have
only added to the difficulty.

in an interview with the Japanese Consul-General
there he offered to the Japanese the reversion of
all German interest in China, provided the Japanese
This

offer was communicated to the British Secretary of

would cease making munitions for the Allies.

State for Foreign Affairs, who regarded the com-
munication as a ‘“veiled threat” from Japan that if
the reversion of all German interests in China were
not secured to Japan the loyalty of Japan to the
Allied cause might be doubtful. The British Secre-
tary of State may have been entirely wrong in his
interpretation; it is beyond question that Japan was
simply, perhaps somewhat injudiciously, playing the
part of little Jack Horner. However, the Secretary
of State was sufficiently convinced of the soundness
of his interpretation to act upon it, and he seems
to have bargained for Japan’s loyalty by saying that
he was sure Great Britain would do quite as much
for Japan in China as Germany was offering to do,
which meant that the British Government would not
stand in the way of Japanese acquirement of any
America was just

KE1

German properties in China.
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coming into the war, and the final victory of the
Allies had certainly never seemed so certain. Japan
seems to have decided that the British Secretary of
State’s assurance, though only a verbal one, was, in
the circumstances quite good enough. Consequently
it has been impossible for non-Japanese Allied in-
terests to secure the reversion of either the Ching
Hsing mines or anything else. In this particular
case it is semi-officially denied that the mines have
passed to Japanese control.

Now, this whole interpretation of the Japanese
attitude may be wrong; all that is intended here is
to record the fact that it exists and that it accounts
for a good deal of Allied distrust of Japan, or rather,
it confirms that distrust very strongly indeed. Other
incidents have given occasion for some raising of
the eyebrows. Thus, the frequent ill-treatment of
British subjects by Japanese in Manchuria, and the
virtual impossibility of obtaining any sort of re-
dress, the frequency of misunderstandings, some of
them of a serious nature, between Japanese and
other Allied nationals throughout Manchuria and in

The fact that a news agency has, in a telegram
to Tientsin, called attention to the fact that the
Japanese have not been prominent in the rejoicings
has produced, literally, an electric effect and this
afternoon the Japanese seemed to be entering more
heartily into the spirit of these days. Against all
these things, and the unsympathetic interpretation
of them it is necessary to remember the fact that
in Japan there is no such thing as spontaneous
celebration of either joy or sorrow on a national
scale. The police order all these things, and the fact
that no police order had been issued to the Japanese
in Peking to decorate and celebrate amply accounts
for the absence of marked decorations or celebra-
tions.

These things are recorded in no critical spirit;
they are simply recorded as explanations of a cer-
tain phenomenon. The phenomenon of lack of sym-
pathy between Japan and the rest of her Allies, so
far as national relations are reflected in inter-Allied
relations in China, undoubtedly exists. Why it ex-
sists, what are the circumstances that have brought

K CaiERdiRgE & Wil

KE
connection with the Siberian expedition, and other
things of that kind, added to the recent loan trans-
actions between certain groups of Japanese who,
though not officially recognised, seem to believe that
their operations were not likely to be interrupted,
have intensified the lack of sympathy.

Given the atmosphere of doubt, and almost any
Thus,
it is a fact, that until this afternoon no Japanese

sort of misunderstanding becomes possible.

institution has shown any marked signs of rejoicing
Whilst all the other Allied in-
stitutions, such as legations, banks, clubs and the

over the armistice.

like, lost no time in decorating and illuminating
themselves, hanging out flags, fixing electric lights,
and so on, it is simply a plain statement of fact
that through the whole length of the Hatamen,
where there are Japanese hotels, and many Japanese
shops, there were only two Japanese flags in evidence,
until four o’clock to-day. The decoration of what
may be regarded as the two principal Japanese
institutions, the Japanese Legation and the Yoko-
hama Specie Bank, suggests extremest economy.

it into being, are recorded above. The accepted inter-
pretation of these things may be all wrong; that
is not then the point. The point is that this inter-
pretation exists and that it is at least one of the
origins of the undeniable lack of sympathy.
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chow in Shantung province will be urged at the
peace conference by the Chinese peace delegates,
who are now en route to Europe. A portion of the
delegation, headed by his excellency, Dr. Sun Tchou
Wei, Chinese Minister to Belgium, arrived on the
liner China yesterday. Others were Dr. Thomas
King, Dr. W. Tcheau, K. Tcheng and C. Zee. Another
delegation is now on the Pacific and will arrive at
Seattle on December 27.

According to the delegation, China is now pre-
paring to battle at the peace table for the adoption
of all of President Wilson’s fourteen points, as they
believe this will alone safeguard their country’s
commercial and economic interests and will especial-
ly protect her against an aggressive attitude of
Japan.

CHINA FOR WILSON’S AIMS

The most progressive thought in China, accord-
ing to Wei, desires the full application of the fun-
damentals laid down by President Wilson in the
settlement of problems besetting the Chinese repub-
lic. This alone will insure territorial integrity and
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KIAOCHOW’S RETURN TO BE DEMANDED

Peace Delegate Reach Here Headed by
Sun Tchou Wei, Envoy to Belgium’

Wilson’s Terms Suited to Far East
Situation, Is View Expressed

The return of Kiaochow to China m:m the
abandonment of the Japanese zone of influence estab-
lished along the railroad for 200 miles out of Kiao-

the removal of those barriers which serve to prevent
nations, both small and great, from attaining full
development of the resources within their borders,
the leaders believe.

The diplomats of China are convinced that the
settlement of the Far Eastern question must be one
to give China her rights, full protection and a safe
position that will enable her to repel the aggressions
of her ambitious neighbor.

The delegation also believes that provision must
be made at the peace conference for the future
economic development of China on a basis that will
enable the Peking Government to realize revenues
from the foreign trade of the country sufficient, at
least, to make it unnecessary to borrow funds from
Japan or any other nation.

SEES ECONOMIC FREEDOM

There is a strong feeling that in case of re-
adjustment of the old treaty conditions that prevent
the levying of an import customs rate higher than
5 per cent, especially if the readjustment is made
with regard to modern business and trade condi-
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tions, China will be placed on the road to economic
independence.

“It is difficult to say at this time what form
of solution will be reached at the peace conference
regarding the affairs of the Far East and China.”
said Wei. “The problem of the Far East is that of

China, and is of intense interest to this and every
other country, and any solution arrived at must
settle the peace and prosperity of China, and this
is to be the interest of every country that will par-
ticipate in the conference. The new Government of
China seeks to have that fundamental applied to her
that has so often been advocated by President Wilson,
the protection of sovereignty and established popular
government.

KIAOCHOW RETURN DEMANDED

“That Kiaochow must be returned to China can-
not be questioned, we think. There is a feeling in
China that even Port Arthur and Dalny must be
restored to China, but there is no question about
Kiaochow. That concession was under lease by China
to Germany, and when the war broke out Japan,

Minister. The entire party had expeeted to proceed
through to the Atlantic, but a large delegation of
the local Chinese persuaded the visitors to remain

here until today.
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under the terms of the Anglo-Japanese alliance, at-
tacked and seized the concession. China made over-
tures to Japan for the return of her territory seized
from Germany, but Japan refused to negotiate,
whereupon China has decided that the question
should be referred to the peace conference.

“Later,

against Germany, all the treaties and agreements

however, when China declared war
with Germany automatically were abrogated. China
then became the ally of Japan. Tokio then, by retain-
ing possession of Kiaochow, was in a position of
withholding the property of her ally.

JAPAN PENETRATES PROVINCE

“More recently Japan has proceeded to organize
civilly Kiaochow and has even penetrated Shantung
province for 200 miles along the railroad toward
Peking.”

Although Wei has been designated to represent
China in Belgium, he will not be officially appointed
until after arrival in Paris. He will sit at the peace
table first, however, and it may be some time before
he takes up the duties of his official position as
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