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British Embassy at Tokyo

e Km4-m

to the Gaimusho.
Memorandum.
Tokyeo, June 10th, 1918.
Very Confidential.

The following informaticn lLas been communi-
cated to His Majesty’s Embassy for the confidential
information of the Japanese Minister for Foreign
Affairs:—

As the Imgerial Government are doubtless aware
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a conference is now in progress in Holland between
British and Germany Delegates respecting the Pris-
oners of War held by both countries. As soon as
the meeting of this conference was probable a Dutch
diplomat named Vredenburch, who has been officially
engaged in inspecting prison camps in Germany,
suggested to His Majesty’s Minister at the Hague
that the latter and his German Colleague should be
appointed Delegates for their respective countries
with a view to discussing the prospects of peace if
an opportunity presented itself. Mr. Vredenburch
gave his word of honour that this idea had not been
suggested to him from any quarter. His Majesty’s
Minister informed him in reply that he saw no rea-
son for believing that there was any likelihood of
Germany being prepared to make peace on any
terms which the Allies could accept, and did not
think the matter of sufficient importance to report
to His Majesty’s Government.

Mr. Vredenburch, however, was not content with
this answer; but after discussing the matter with
the German Minister at the Hague, followed Sir W.

ment of Sir George Cave was quite unconnected with
any idea of peace discussions; and he pointed out
that German proceedings in Russia and Roumania
did not bear out the statement, which Mr. Vreden-
burch once more reiterated, that the German terms
would be reasonable.

The Germans at once appointed Prince Hermann
Hatzfeldt, son of a former German Ambassador in
London, as German Delegate.

Sir Walter Townley had also heard from Aus-
trian sources of infermation that it was thought
that the appointment of Sir George Cave by His
Majesty’s Government indicated their willingness to
initiate negotiations for peace; that the Germans
were most anxious to put a stop to the war and
would accept conditions of a much more favourable
nature than those which they would put first forward,
or their public utterances would lead one to expect.
There is some ground for believing that they will
show themselves conciliatory at the Conference as
long as they continue to delude themselves with the
idea that peace conversations may be initiated at it.

B RE~NRHHETE 1|
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Townley to Amsterdam, where he had gone for a
few days’ leave, and assured him that the Germans
were most desirous of making peace and would offer
terms acceptable to the Allies. As, however, he still
declared he was acting on his own responsibility and
not at anybody else’s request—he stated that even
the Dutch Minister for Foreign Affairs was ignorant
of the steps he was taking—Sir W. Townley thought
it unnecessary to report these conversations until the
Germans, by appointing the German Minister to the
Conference or some other overt act, should have
showed that they were taking Mr. Vredenburch’s

proposals seriously.

His Majesty’s Government, who were unaware
of what had occurred, then appointed Sir George
Cave, the British Home Secretary, to represent them
at the Conference; and Mr. Vredenburch, as well as
the Germans who he now owned had inspired his
actions, assumed at once that the appointment of
so important a Representative had been inspired by
the above-mentioned proposals. Sir W. Townley told
Mr. Vredenburch that as far as he knew the appoint-

His Majesty’s Government have since learnt that
according to the Austrian Minister, his German Col-
league called upon Mr. Savornin Lohman at the time,
about three weeks ago, when the likelihood of the
appointment of a fresh Prisoners of War Conference
became apparent, with the suggestion that the latter
should approach the Dutch Minister for Foreign
Affairs and try and get him to propose that the
British and German Ministers should both be ap-
pointed Delegates in the hope that peace talk would
result. It was also thought that Mr. Savornin
Lohman had acted as he had been asked, with
the result that the Dutch Minister for Foreign
Affairs approached Sir Walter Townley, whose tele-
gram to London was the cause of the appointment
of Sir George Cave. As a matter of fact the Dutch
Minister for muowmmms Affairs did not mention the
subject till June 5th, when he asked Sir Walter
Townley whether the appointment of the British
Home Secretary and Prince Hatzfeldt did not be-
token more than a mere discussion about the ex-

change of prisoners; and His Excellency expressed

BHR
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regret when he was informed that, so far as His
Majesty’s Minister was aware, there had been no
such ulterior motive on the part of His Majesty’s
Government in appointing Sir George Cave.

In the above circumstances His Majesty’s Gov-
ernment have thought it necessary to warn Sir
George Cave of the possibility of his being ap-
proached with regard to peace terms; and to instruct
him in the event of such approaches being made, to
listen to any suggestions which might be volunteered,
but merely to state in reply that in the absence of
any instructions from His Majesty’s Government he
caniot undertake to do more than send a full report

on the subject to the Foreign Office.
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Memorandum.
Tokio, June 29, 1918.
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Secret.

H.M. Minister at the Hague has received,
through a third person, a message from the 1st
H.M.
Minister understands that the German Legation at

Secretary at the German Legation there.

the Hague are most anxious to get into touch with
somebody at H.M. Legation with a view, if possible,
to discussing the question of peace. If the slightest
indication were given that His Majesty’s Govern-
ment would be prepared to entertain the idea, Sir
Walter Townley was told that Herr Delbruck would
go to the Hague from Berlin immediately with a
view to carrying on the negotiations. Sir W. Town-
ley gathered from his informant that, both on ac-
count of conditions in Germany and the situation in
Austria, Germany is feeling most anxious.

In reply Sir W. Townley caused his informant
to be told that until Germany had evacuated North-
ern France and Belgium there could be no question
of a talk of peace and that it would be quite useless
to put forward any suggestions until that evacuation

took place.
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Private
BrITISH EMBASSY, TOKIO.
September 20, 1918
Dear Mr. Shidehara
I enclose a memorandum of a telegram received
today from Mr. Balfour on the subject of possible
peace moves on the part of Holland, and should be
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obliged if you would kindly let me know the views
of his Imperial Government.
Yours sincerely,
(Signed) Conyngham Greene

(EMEHD)
R RIEKE KR Emf
BriTiSH EMBASSY, TOKIO.
MEMORANDUM.

From Mr. Norman’s private letter to Mr. Shide-
hara of the 2nd instant, it will have been seen that
fears are entertained in certain circles in Holland
lest the new Dutch Cabinet, owing to the dominating
influence of the Roman Catholic party, might lend
itself too readily to possible peace moves on the
part of the Vatican. Some of the members already
appear to display an exaggerated activity in favour
of Holland’s intervention for peace. In view of this,
His Majesty’s Minister at The Hague suggested to
His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for For-
eign Affairs the desirability of a verbal warning
being given to the Netherlands Minister for Foreign
Affairs by the Allied Representatives at The Hague.
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His Majesty’s Government do not consider that
there is any need to give such a warning in anticipa-
tion to the Netherlands Government and have so
informed His Majesty’s Minister. They would, how-
ever, be glad to learn the views of the Imperial
Japanese Government on the subject.

September 20th 1918,

VERY CONFIDENTIAL.

ERED) G BRKA=)

Pt

S KRR M (I TN R Y N i~ gdim g & €
REACN | B<HNET I EERTHE { BORE « 84
POHDRARKR A HEEAN R EER 0 BRI R NEDS R
A NERGENERA W NN QS I SN R R E R )
DINEER {BRR NABH-b K ¢S = RN BE R TR R K
W N AN RGHERKEE CGHESEKIE T E R
1 EREHEEQEER n ~ 2EEKH 1 DE#a s 5N
T 2R Nva YN RN

EIRE N Ot BO8ndn m 8 K A QEK N = -~ BIgm Y
KK\ IIE Q& ERAE R R 0 Ktk IR K R mEE ~ i

the situation in the Netherlands on the question of
intervention for peace. While the possible growth
of the Vatican’s influence on the policy of the new
Cabinet at The Hague should be closely watched, the
Japanese Government entirely share with the British
Government the views that it would not be necessary
at this moment to give the Netherlands Government
any warning in anticipation. The Japanese Minister
at the Hague is being informed to that effect.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Tokyo, September 23, 1918.
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VERY CONFIDENTIAL.

MEMORANDUM.
On the 20th instant His Majesty’s Embassy had
the honour to inform the Imperial Japanese Govern-
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ment that His Majesty’s Government were of opinion
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Memorandum.
The Japanese Government desire to express
their sincere thanks for the confidential information
contained in Mr. Norman’s private note to Mr. Shi-

dehara of September 2, and in the Memorandum of
the British Embassy of September 20, respecting

that no warning should be addressed to the Dutch
Government in anticipation of their lending them-
selves to enemy peace manoeuvres under the influence
of the Vatican.

The Japanese Government were good enough to
express concurrence with this view.

His Majesty’s Government now learn that the
French Minister at the Hague has actually spoken
to the Dutch Minister for Foreign Affairs on this
subject. His action was, His Majesty’s Government
understand, taken without instructions and in his
private capacity. He deprecated any effort on the
part of the Netherlands Government to mediate be-
tween the belligerents, and gathered from the atti-
tude of the Minister for Foreign Affairs that steps
of this nature might be in contemplation.

The American, French, Italian and British Re-
presentatives at the Hague all agree in thinking that
a prompt warning against such a step might save
the Allies from having the embarrassing duty of
rejecting an offer of mediation, and are so informing
their Goverments; but His Majesty’s Government
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maintain the opinion on this subject already commu-
nicated to the Japanese Government.
BRITISH EMBASSY.
TOKYO.
September 26th 1918,
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MEMORANDUM. .. ...

On the 26th ultimo His Majesty’s Embassy had
the honour to inform the Imperial Japanese Govern-
ment that His Majesty’s Government still maintained
their opinion that there was no need to warn the
Dutch Government against lending itself to enemy
peace manoeuvres under the influence of the Vatican.

His Majesty’s Government have since learnt,
however, that the President and Vice President of
a Dutch Peace Society have accepted the invitation
of the German Government and started for Berlin,
the object of the German Government being, His
Majesty’s Government understand, to influence the
attitude of the Dutch Government by organising
popular opinion in Holland in favour of an immediate
peace.
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BRITISH EMBASSY TOKYO.

MEMORANDUM. . . ...

In their Memorandum of the T7th instant His
Majesty’s Embassy had the honour to inform the
Imperial Japanese Government that instructions had
been given to the British Chargé d’Affairs at the
Hague authorising him to warn the Netherlands
Government privately and unofficially as to the atti-
tude of His Majesty’s Government towards interven-
tion. Acting upon these instructions the British
Chargé d’Affaires made a communication of the
nature suggested on the 12th instant to the Dutch
Minister for Foreign Affairs, who assured him, in
reply, that no proposal that Holland should intervene
had been made to the Dutch Government, which
would not entertain such a proposal unless it were
made to them by both belligerents.

October 18th 1918,
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Well-informed opinion in Holland is to the effect

that the Minister for Foreign Affairs is desirous of
encouraging the movement which supports a League
of Nations, since he hopes to secure for Holland a
distinguished place at the eventual Peace Conference,
and that he will not therefore lend his support to
any German intrigues; but as enemy intrigues seem
likely to grow in persistency, and as it seems advi-
sable to strengthen the hands of the Dutch Govern-
ment in dealing with such developments, His Maj-
esty’s Government have authorised Oct. 5 the
British Chargé d’Affaires to take a favourable op-
portunity for giving a private and unofficial hint to
the Netherlands Government as to the attitude of
the Allies towards intervention.

BRITISH EMBASRSY.

TOKYO.

October Tth 1918.
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