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been handed to You by my cousin Prince Arthur
is enhanced by the fact that the baton of office has
whose safe arrival to enjoy again Your kind hospi-
tality I learnt with much satisfaction.

GEORGE. R. L.
London, 20/6/1918.
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Sire,—1 am commanded by His Majesty the Em-
peror, to convey to Your Majesty the expression of
his sincere appreciation and profound gratitude for
the signal honour lately conferred upon him by ac-
cording him the highest military rank in Your
Majesty’s army and also for the most exalted man-
ner in which the Field-Marshal’s baton was trans-
mitted, and to ask Your Majesty graciously to accept
this sword and badge, the insignia of a Field-Marshal
in the Imperial Japanese Army, which I am charged

token of his unchangeable friendship and high
esteem.
(= D
R R R E TS ~ MURHERRE- ( N8B

It was with sincere pleasure that I learned
that the Emperor of Japan had entrusted this Spe-
cial Mission to Your Imperial Highness, for I have
preserved the happiest recollection of your presence

as my guest at the time of my Coronation.

The honour conferred upon me by His Imperial
Majesty in appointing me a Field-Marshal in his
Army, is enhanced by the reception at your hands
of the symbols of that Office.

I shall ever preserve this Sword and Badge not
only as the insignia of the highest rank in the
Japanese Army, but as tokens of the most valued
friendship of His Imperial Majesty, whose gallant
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1 PK
to deliver into your Royal hand together with the
accompanying autograph letter of His Majesty the
Emperor.

Your Majesty’s gracious act in bestowing upon
His Majesty the highest dignity in the British Army
and in accepting the same high &mi.@ in the Japa-
nese Army has been greatly appreciated by His
Majesty the Emperor as well as by the whole Japa-
nese nation as significant not only of unalterable
friendship but also of the cementing of the alliance
and unity of purpose already existing between our
two respective nations.

In accepting the rank of a Field-Marshal Your
Majesty has conferred the highest honour on the
Japanese Army, which is proud of being associated
with the indomitable Army of the British Empire,
whose traditional unswerving patriotism and un-
flinching tenacity have elicited not only His Majesty’s
admiration but of the whole world.

His Majesty the Emperor trusts, Sire, that in
appointing Your Majesty to be a Japanese Field-
Marshal his act will be regarded by you as a signal

Forces by sea and land are our faithful comrades
May
their joint efforts further cement the Alliance and

in ‘arms in the cause of right and freedom.

friendship between our two Nations.

I am glad of this opportunity to express on my
own behalf and in the name of my people our deep
appreciation of the gracious and warm-hearted
reception accorded to my cousin, Prince Arthur of
Connaught by the Emperor and by all classes of the
community in Japan during his recent and enjoyable
visit to your charming country.

Please assure the Emperor, our August Ally, of
my most friendly sentiments, and of my constant
wish for the health and prosperity of His Imperial
Majesty and the welfare of the Japanese people.
29th October, 1918
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