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headed by an Officer holding the rank of Field-
Marshal, were it not that under present circum-
stances it is unfortunately found to be impossible
to detach for the duty an Officer of such rank.

I avail myself of this opportunity, Monsieur le
Ministre, to renew to Your Excellency the assurance
of my highest consideration.

(Sgd.) Conyngham Greene
H.B.M. Ambassador.
His Excellency 4
Viscount Ichiro Motono,
H.I.J.M. Minister for
Foreign Affairs.

U E R =
Memti+m YR lne (@w)

LTINS R ™ SR N SO SR 1] K
HEDOK RN EEKASEMS
Ehloadt

WP R

SRR 1Y | oNE R ML AN F =N ] RN L K&

SRE ( BBRINENSS 1 (NN F R RKSCEBEE
BN ~h =" =N 9 NN — - RBHERm | &

PR

=< [RIIAN

British Embassy,
Tokio.
March 7, 1918.
Monsieur le Ministre,

In connection with the bestowal in January last
by His Majesty The King, my August Sovereign,
upon His Majesty The Emperor of Japan of the
rank of Field-Marshal in the British Army I have
the honour to acquaint Your Excellency, under tele-
graphic instructions this day received from His
Britannic Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs, that a Special Mission, which will
consist of General the Right Honorable Sir Arthur
Paget, G.C.B., K.C.V.0., accompanied by one or two
Aides-de-Camp, will proceed to Tokio to deliver the
Baton of Field-Marshal to His Imperial Majesty as
soon as my Government are informed of the ap-
proximate date on which it would be convenient for
this Mission to arrive in Tokio.

In making the foregoing communication to the
Imperial Government I am at the same time directed
to explain that the Special Mission would have been
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MEMORANDUM.

The Special Mission to present the Field Mar-
shal’s Baton to the Emperor of Japan will consist
of H.R.H. Prince Arthur of Connaught; H.R.H.s
Equerry the Master of Sinclair; Lieutenant General
Sir William Pulteney with his Aide-de-Camp the
Earl of Pembroke and Montgomery, also probably a

civilian Gentleman of importance. H.M.G. may even-
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tually decide to attach one or two more members to
the Mission.

The Mission will start for Japan before the
middle of May, travelling via Canada. H.M.G. are
anxious to know how long it should remain in Japan.

British Embassy,
Tokyo.
April 16, 1918.
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MEMORANDUM.

On March 7th I informed the Ministry for For-
eign Affairs that General Sir Arthur Paget would
be despatched by His Majesty The King to Japan
on a Special Mission in order to deliver the Baton
of a British Field Marshal to His Majesty The
Emperor. I at the same time stated, by direction
of my Government, that a Field Marshal should
have been entrusted with the Mission had it been
possible to detach an officer of that rank under
existing war conditions.

A fortnight later I was informed by Mr Balfour
that the War Cabinet had decided to increase the
importance of the Mission, and that it was “proposed
to send a Royal Prince as Head of the Mission.” 1
was further informed that “the suggestion had been
made to attach to him (the “Prince) a personage of
political importance probably a “Peer of distinction”.
It was thought, Mr Balfour said, that “the addition

further stated that probably an important civilian
would be attached to the Mission “as the Japanese
Ambassador had informed me (Mr Balfour) that his
Government would welcome the association of such
a personage with the Military Mission”.
British Embassy,
TOKYO.
May 5th, 1918.
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Memorandum.

Private

From the above it appears evident
(1). that the Mission was originally a special Mili-
tary Mission pure and simple.
(2). that the War Cabinet, being unable to find a
Field Marshal under present war conditions, de-
cided to increase the importance of the Mission by
advising His Majesty The King to send a Royal
Prince to head it.
(3). That it was further proposed, as an after-
thought, to attach to the Prince a civilian personage
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of a political element, besides adding “to the éclat
of the Mission might be of real value to “the Anglo-
Japanese Alliance”. 1 was asked for my views.

I replied that the fact that His Majesty The
King had decided to despatch a Royal Prince under
existing War conditions must appeal to everyone,
and that the presence of the Prince must make the
Mission “a certain success and be highly appreciated
by the Japanese Government and people”. As re-
gards the political element which it was proposed to
attach to the Mission, I ventured, speaking per-
sonally, to deprecate it in war time as liable to pos-
sible misunderstanding. I added however that if it
should be decided to send a personage, say a Peer
of distinction, “he would find a warmer welcome and
arouse less suspicion if he made it clear that his
réole was one of courtesy rather than of business”.

A fortnight later I was informed by Mr Balfour
that the Mission would be despatched early in May,
and that it would be headed by Prince Arthur of
Connaught, who wculd be accompanied by General
Sir W. Pulteney and Aides de Camp. Mr Balfour

of political importance in order to add to the éclat
of the Mission, and enhance the value of the Alliance
between the two countries.

(4). That this proposal was made on the assurance
of Viscount Chinda that the Imperial Government
would welcome the association of such a personage
with the Mission.

(5). That the Mission is a Royal Mission to present
mA Field Marshal’s Baton to The Emperor of Japan,
whether a civilian be added to it or not; and that,
in sending a Royal Prince to encounter the risks of
war-time conditions when travelling on sea and land,
His Majesty The King is giving the highest mark
of his friendship and devotion towards the Emperor
and People of his Ally Japan.
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Sir My Brother,

Being desirous of offering to Your Imperial
Majesty a testimony of the warm mwmmmmmﬁo: which
has been afforded to Myself and My People by Your
acceptance of the honorary rank of British Field
Marshal, T have made choice of My beloved Cousin
His Royal Highness Prince Arthur Frederick Patrick
Albert of Connaught, Knight of My Most Noble

and highest esteem with which I am,

manu regia.

Sir My Brother,
Your Imperial Majesty’s
Goed Brother,
GEORGE R. 1.

Buckingham Palace,

April 17th., 1918.
My Good Brother

The Emperor of Japan.

(E0EHaI 1)
N ook

KRREN —H =" &N 1N~ ~ =g~ - -

I have it in Command from The King Emperor,
my august Master and Royal Cousin, to ask Your
Imperial Majesty graciously to receive the Baton of
a Field Marshal in the British Army which I am
empowered to deliver into Your Imperial Hand.

In accepting the rank of Field Marshal Your
Imperial Majesty has conferred the highest honour
on the British Army which is proud to be associated
with the mighty Army of Japan whose glorious tradi-

HOREMEN— 2~ KN 0NN — - RHERm | &

R 1 HO

Order of the Garter, whom I selected in 1912 to
invest Your Imperial Majesty in My name with the
Ensigns of that high Order, to proceed to Your
Court in order to deliver to Your Imperial Majesty
the baton which is the emblem of a Field Marshal’s
rank, and also My Royal Letters Patent conferring
that rank upon Your Imperial Majesty.

I trust that You will receive with pleasure at
the hands of His Royal Highness these symbols of
My high appreciation of the closeness of the rela-
tions between Our Allied Empires, which relations
I feel persuaded cannot but have derived still further
strength and cordiality from Your Imperial Majesty’s
readiness to do honour, by graciously accepting the
highest rank in the British Army, to My gallant
troops now engaged in this terrible struggle for the
liberties which are so dear.to Our respective Peoples.

I ask that Your Imperial Majesty will give
entire credence to all that I have charged His Royal
Highness to communicate to You on My behalf, more
especially when he shall express to Your Imperial
Majesty the assurances of the invariable friendship

tions of self sacrifice and ardent patriotism have
evoked the admiration of the world.

By Your gracious acceptance of the insignia of
the highest military dignity in His Britannic
Majesty’s Army, Your Imperial Majesty will not
only exalt the spirit of comradeship which animates
the Japanese and British soldiers in their common
efforts to uphold the cause of freedom and right, but
will give a further proof of the strength of the
indissoluble bonds of alliance and friendship which
unite the two nations.

His Majesty King Gecrge trusts, Sire, that You
will regard His Royal Commission constituting and
appointing Your Majesty to be a British Field
Marshal as a signal mark of His unalterable friend-
ship and esteem and He feels that on no Sovereign
could the emblem of the highest Military Rank in
His Army be more fittingly bestowed.
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appreciatively value.

I receive this Baton at Your Royal Highness’s
hands, with the sincerest pleasure, and I request
you to convey to His Majesty the King My thanks
for the gift, and for the exalted mode of its trans-
mission, together with the assurance of the senti-
ments of attachment which animate Me towards Him,
as well as of My constant wishes for His majesty’s
health and prosperity.

(EE#ED
oelh

KRR o KIS - m = K i - R ' <
e (RN ERE N B TR Y N S CEXRERR
HABNRRARGE Th—F~" D" nd~N—=] &
YN D xR (HEE I (P RAR R (RS-
N Eh A HE ~ R A R R 3R N B N R PR N Y
K 2 4] B KPS K 2 REK
KV m+Rm

8¢

E D S

oK HD

W BN~ —" RN 0NN~ - BHEERm | &

R 1111

PENER NI 2 L HENBEK RAE R CEEREN
BHERER A R EE N IREEE IR YN D wx (R w8~
NETRNNREY N R A N KEE R R 1o N RERK R
B D RENWIBE IR PRAERS

ORI B> NEIEn S RERENINEXEEIENE (MK
AN CERE N R BN R BN YN D xR 3
o B R K RN R R B N B K A B
fe N EREP NI R K RENEEHE - B OND g

™

(€852

Your Royal Highness:—

It is with cordial pleasure that I greet you on
your arrival for the third time in Japan. The occa-
sion of Your Royal Highness’s welcome visit affords
Me a very high degree of gratification. His Majesty
King George, My August Ally, may indeed be proud
of His Army, which continues invineibly to hurl back
the utmost efforts of Our enemies. To be accorded
the highest rank in such an Army is a mark of His

Majesty’s friendship and regard which I shall ever

His Majesty the King,
London.

I am deeply touched by the cordial sentiments
which have led Your Majesty graciously to accord
to Me the rank of a Field-Marshal in the British
Army and now to specially depute His Royal High-
ness Prince Arthur of Connaught to hand Me the
Field-Marshal’s Baton.

I express My sincere thanks for this precious
token of Your Majesty’s friendship and goodwill, and
I ask Your Majesty to accept My congratulations on
the safe arrival of His Royal Highness.

YOSHIHITO.
Tokio, 19/6/1918.
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His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of Japan,
Tokio.
I heartily thank Your Imperial Majesty for the
friendly message received to-day. The pleasure in
granting You the rank of Field Marshal in my Army

R4 1|
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been handed to You by my cousin Prince Arthur
is enhanced by the fact that the baton of office has
whose safe arrival to enjoy again Your kind hospi-
tality I learnt with much satisfaction.

GEORGE. R. L.
London, 20/6/1918.
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