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Vancouver, B. C.
Hon. H. C. Brewster,

January 14th, 1918.

only while the word itself literally involves Japanese.
Thus, you will notice that the same report appearing
in “The Victoria Times” was titled as “Okanagan
Against Chinese Ownership.”

I beg to ask, therefore, should the matter be
brougth to your official consideration, you would
kindly act in a manner which will not affect Japanese
ownership of land in any way. Otherwise it may
lead to an infringement of the treaty stipulations.

Awaiting an assuring reply.
I remain,
Dear Sir,
Yours respectfully.
(Signed) S. Ukita
Consul of Japan.
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Premier,
Victoria, B. C.
Dear Sir:-

“The World” of the 10th instant under the title
“Would Restrict Oriental Labour” reported that Ver-
non Farmers Institute passed a resolution declaring:

“that the Provincial Government should be asked

to make every effort in its power to have such

law enacted as will forever debar Orientals from
acquiring title to agricultural lands within the

Province of British Columbia etc.”

In August, last, I made a trip to Okanagan Val-
ley to investigate the condition of Japanese residents
and in Vernon district I found only a few Japanese
farmers titling land on lease or working by wages.
Their services were highly appreciated by the em-
ployers as honest and good hands. They were all sat-
isfied and not a word came to my notice that the
Vernon farmers object of Japanese acquiring lands.

Without doubt the resolution was intended as a
measure against Orientals other than Japanese. The

word “Orientals” is frequently used to denote Chinese
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PRIME MINISTER
Province of
British Columbia
VICTORIA
28th, January, 1918.
Hon. S. Ukita,
Consul of Japan,
P. O. Drawer, Nmmw
Vancouver, B. C.
Dear Sir:-

Replying to your letter of the 14th, instant, re-
ceipt of which was acknowledged from this office on
the 16th,
appearing in the “Vancouver World”, reporting a

instant, and having reference to an item
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resolution passed by the Vernon Farmers Institute
respecting the disbarring of orientals from acquiring
title to agricultural lands within the Province of
British Columbia; I may say that no representations
having reference to this matter have been made to

me up to this time.
Should representations of this kind be received,
your letter of protest will receive due consideration.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Yours truly.

(Sgd) H. C. Brewster
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March 7th, 1918.
Hon. John Oliver,
Prime Minister,
Victoria, B. C.

Dear Sir:-

It is with great pleasure to learn that you are
appointed to the most responsible post of the prime
Minister of the Province in succession of Late Hon.
H. C. Brewster, for which please accept my sincere
congratulations. It was a happy recollection that the
relation existed between the late Premier and myself
was very friendly nature, and I hope that the same
cordial relation will be maintained between us.

According to newspaper reports Mr. Hawthorn-
thwaite recently introduced a Bill to regulate em-
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ployment in Dangerous Industries to the Legislature.
The object of the measure, judging from the explana-
tion given today at the Assembly by the Proposer
himself, is to eliminate Orientals from essential in-
dustries in the Province.

In the absence of the full text of the Bill, I am
not in a position as yet to discuss the matter in de-
tail, but in principle 1 am compelled to protest
against any measure preventing the employment of
Japanese either directly or indirectly.

As you well observe, from my verbal note pre-
sented to the later Premier on the 5th February, my
Government is keen as ever to place Japanese subject
in the Province in the same footing as the subject
or citizens of most favoured nation.

Should the Bill, unfortunately pass the Legisla-
ture, it will add another cause of irritation to my
Government and people; such a cause at the present
critical juncture of the world, in which Japan is al-
lied with Great Britain, must be avoided at any rate.

I hope, therefore, that you will be good enough

to exert your best efforts in preventing any Bill which

Vancouver, B. C.
Hon. Dear Sir:-

I am in receipt of your letter of the 7th inst.,
in the first paragraph of which you tender your con-
gratulations on my accession to the Premiership, and
though I, in common with so many others, deplore
the untimely death of our late Premier, I am aware
of no reason why the cordial relations between your-
self and him, which you are good enough to mention,
should not continue under the present circumstances.

I note your reference to a Bill now under dis-
cussion in the House, and have read with care your
tentative intimation of what its effect will be and
how it will be regarded by the Japanese people in
Canada and by the Government of H. I. J. M. the
Emperor of Japan. I shall take the earliest opportu-
nity to review again the contents of the note verbal
handed by you to the late Premier, and when you
come to Victoria - as you intimate it is your inten-
tion to do - I shall make an opportunity to discuss
these matters with you.

In the meantime, thanking you again for your
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is directed against Japanese however may it be de-

vised.
I am,
Dear Sir,
Yours very truly.

(Signed) S. Ukita

Consul of Japan.

P.S. I am intending to go over to Victoria to pay my

personal respect to you in near future. In the mean time
would you kindly consider the matter of my verbal note

presented to the late Premier.
(Entm )
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PRIME MINISTER

Province of
British Columbia

VICTORIA
March 9th, 1918.
Hon. S. Ukita,
Consul of Japan,
P. O. D. 758,

thoughtfull courtesy at this time,
I am,
Hon. dear Sir,

Yours truly.
(Signed) John Oliver
(Em#hl)
M= DNAKDH —e |l TGO EEY N D« 2 @&
1L 2 EE Rk
Mr. Hawthornthwaite.
BILL.
No. 30.

An Act to Regulate Employment in Dangerous
Industries. His Majesty, by and with the advice and
consent of the Legislative Assembly of the Province
of British Columbia, enacts as follows:-

1. This Act may be cited as the “Dangerous Em-
ployment Act.”

2. “Employer,” for the purpose of this Act, means
any person or body of persons, corporate or incor-
porate, liable for wages ofi an employee, and any
manager, foreman, boss, or agent acting for or on
behalf of such person or persons liable for the wages

of an employee.

1



R OTRA] N RERE R | &

111<

3. No person who shall fail to read or write this
Act in English language, or in any language of Eu-
rope, shall be employed in any of the industries
named and set out in section 4 of this Act.

4. The following industries, for the purpose of this
Act, shall be classed as dangerous industries: Coal-
mines, powder-works, saw-mills, quarries, metalliferous
mines, cement-works, shingle-mills, canneries, sash-
and-door factories, and planing-mills.

5. Any employer who employs any person in con-
travention of this Act may be enjoined therefor, and
shall also be liable to prosecution, under the “Sum-
mary Convictions Act” and amending Acts, before
two Justices of the Peace or Police Magistrate, and
upon conviction for such offence shall be liable to a
penalty or fine not exceeding one hundred dollars
nor less than ten dollars in each instance.
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ing “Employment in dangerous industries” received

You will note that the Bill referred to regard-

six months’ hold at one of the sessions last week.
This, as you are aware, is equivalent to killing the
Bill.

Referring to the matter of the resolution of 1912 and
your conversation with the Honarable Attoney Gen-
eral in respect thereof, I would state that a resolu-
tion passed by a previous legislature is not binding
on the Government at the present time: especially in
this time, in so far as the resolution is contrary to a
treaty subsequently ratified between Japan and Great

Britain. This Government recognizes the binding
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effect of the treaty and its obligation to conform
thereto.
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