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IMPERIAL JAPANESE EMBASSY
Washington
June 29, 1918.
Sir:

Under instructions from the Minister for Foreign
Affairs, I have the honor to communicate to you the
following:

The Bureau of Colonization which has the au-
thorities concerning the fur seal industry on Robben
Island reported that, in the season of 1917, though
the propagation of fur seals on the island had been

IR
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showing a favorable trend at the beginning, there
took place a gradual decrease subsequently, the offi-
cial count, at the time of land taking enumerating
only 4,446 at maximum, being far below the number
mentioned in the Second Paragraph, Article XIIT of
the Fur Seal Convention concluded between the U-
nited States, Great Britain, Japan and Russia on July
7, 1911. The report further said that the three year
old male seals were numbered no more than 159
among them. Accordingly, with a view to bettering
the propagation of fur seals in future, it was decided
by the competent authorities that the land taking be
suspended for the year of 1917, on the strength of the
above referred Article of the Convention.

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my highest
consideration.

(Signed) K. Ishii.

Honorable Robert Lansing

Secretary of State.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Washington.
July 5, 1918.
Excellency:

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of
your note of June 29, 1918, concerning the decrease
of fur seals on Robben Island in the season of 1917,
and the suspension of the land taking for that year.

In reply I have the honor to say that a copy of
your note has been communicated to the appropriate
Department for its information. and consideration.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of
my highest consideration.

(Signed) Robert Lansing.
His Excellency
Viscount Kikujiro Ishii,
Japanese Ambassador.
(Received July 9, 1918)

1oy <mi+m EEEEREE voamexme

BEMIELAESREMEH RN KES
211 YT N OO B N\

FRKENER TEHBEH
KEEE N =REKX ¢ +EEHENEEEER
HIRN g
<M +EOXEEHERXKEE TNy an | @B
N EE N EEEE K ERE R R | %N
B 0 4 0 N A N IR BE N TP ¢ Ak R~
RO R N rRERRIX I m = REUP \ ERRE R N B
M= =B TI0R X 2 EH = M HE i N LR
™ SOk T T X el o T R K S I EE R R Y TR A
&=

(EM #in)
=R
+m 1 | DEEERRIED m = KSR R
B REE IR IR D IR N IREE~ &
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Washington
No. 11. October 2, 1918.
Excellency:
The question has arisen as to the method by
which the credit to be given the Japanese Govern-

ment on account of the seal skins taken from the
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Pribilof Islands after August 24, 1917, when the closed
season ended, and those authorized to be taken during
the year 1918,

I am informed that the skins retained by the
United States from those taken in 1917, and the skins
which will be retained from those authorized to be
taken in 1918, on account of the advance of $200,000
made to the Japanese Government in accordance
with the Fur Seal Convention of July 7, 1911, will
fall short of repaying the balance due this Govern-
ment on account of the advance mentioned and that
accordingly the Japanese Government will not be
entitled to receive any portion of the 1917 and 1918
catches, but is entitled to the credit provided for in
the Convention to be made against that advance.

It has been suggested that the preferable method
of calculating the amount of credit to be given the
Japanese Government on account of the 1917 and
1918 catches would be to have all the skins taken in
those years dressd, dyed, machined and sold, and the
necessary expenses deducted from the price realized

for the skins, 15% of the balance to represent the
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credit to be made against the amount owing this
Government on account of the advance in question.

This Government would be glad to be informed
of the views of your Government as to the method
which should be employed in determining this credit.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my
highest consideration.

(Signed) Robert Lansing.

His Excellency

Viscount Kikujiro Ishii,

Japanese Ambassador.
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