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Note.

The Representatives in Peking of the Belgian,
French and Japanese Banks, having read the reply writ-
ten by the Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corpora-
tion and the Russo-Asiatic Bank, “With regard to the
procedure for payment to the Chinese Government of
the suspended service of Indemnity”, take note that
those two Banks accept that no change will be made
to the arrangements now in force concerning the repar-

tition of Customs funds among the Banks and agree to
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the procedure for the monthly payment to the Chinese
Government of the funds of the Boxer Indemnity tem-
porarily suspended.

However, they beg to call the attention of their
Legations to the fact that those arrangements allow the
Custodian Banks to keep the deposit of the surplus of
Custom funds and give them accordingly more advan-
tages that these strictly arising from agreement of Loans
prior to 1900 and from their share in the service of the
Boxer Indemnity.

No change has been asked up to now, because the
revenues of Customs did not show any surplus. But
the Representatives in Peking of the Belgian, French
and Japanese Banks beg to point out to their respective
Legations that the agreement, according to which de-
posit of Custom funds are actually made, having been
already modified according to circumstances, the revi-
sion of the tariff of Chinese Customs, creating a new
situation, will open the door for an alteration of the
above arrangements and they trust that their Legations
will avail themselves of this opportunity to obtain a

fairer repartition of those deposits in their Banks.
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nouveaux détails. Il s’agirait d’envoyer en France des
bataillons de “pionniers” chinois qui participeraient aux
travaux de toutes sortes en arriére du front.

Le gouvernement de la République serait trés obligé
au gouvernement Impérial de donner & son ministre &
Pékin Vinstruction d’appuyer ce projet et les démarches
de M. Conty, comme il appuiera sans doute les démar-
ches du ministre Britannique relatives a4 'envoi en Mé-
sopotamie de contingents chinois.

Il s’agit bien de deux affaires qui ne se confondent
pas et ne se font pas concurrence, mais qui se com-
plétent en réalité et pour lesquelles M. Ribot serait
heureux d’avoir l'appui de Votre Excellence.

Veuillez agréer, etc., etc., etc.
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Chusendji, 10 septembre 1917.
Je vous remercie de Votre télégramme me faisant
connaitre que le Gouvernement Impérial n’a aucune ob-
jection concernant la question que nous avons traitée
dans notre dernier entretien.

Je suis en mesure de vous donmer a ce sujet de
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