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MEMORANDUM.
Confidential.

His Majesty’s Ambassador has received instructions
from His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs to approach the Japanese Government
without delay with a view to ascertaining whether they
are in a position to render some additional assistance
Sir C.

Greene is instructed to put forward the two following

in the present stage of Allied Naval operations.

requests for the assistance of Japanese ships, for which
coal would be provided at the expense of His Majesty’s
Government: —

1. That a Japanese flotilla of destroyers should be

sent to the Mediterranean where they would be based
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on Malta and co-operate with the British Naval Forces
in protecting trade in the central waters of that sea and
in attacking enemy submarines operating there.

2. That two light cruisers from the Japanese Sixth
Squadron at Singapore (consisting of the “Tsushima”,
“Niitaka”, “Suma” and “Akashi”) should be sent to the
Cape of Good Hope from whence they could co-operate
with His Britannic Majesty’s Naval Forces against raid-
ers either in the Indian Ocean or in the South Atlantic,
acting under the orders of the Admiral Commander-
in-Chief of the British Naval Forces on the Cape Sta-
tion.

British Embassy, Tokyo,
January 11th, 1917.
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MEMORANDUM.

Strictly Confidential.

1. The “Thushima” and the “Niitaka” to be sent
to the Cape of Good Hope.

2. The “Akashi”, and a detachment of destroyers,
consisting of two flotillas, under command of a Rear-
Admiral, to be sent to the Mediterranean, with base at
Malta.

3. Those warships not to be placed under the com-
mand of the Admiral Commander-in-Chief of the Bri-
tish Naval Forces, but to act in co-operation with him
or at his request.

4. Equipments for sweeping mines or for catching
submarines to be provided by the British Navy, if ne-

cessary; and arms, charts etc. specially required for

such operations, to be let by the British Navy at the
request of the Japanese ships.

5. Fuels (including petroleum) and other articles
of consumption necessary for navigation to be supplied
by the British authorities at the places where they are

wanted.
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6. Transportation, westward of Colombo, of naval
stores (arms, ammunition, clothings, food etc.) for the
Japanese warships in the Mediterranean, to be under-
taken by the British authorities, provided that in respect
of specially important articles, Japanese officials may be

sent to supervise such transportation.

7. Facilities to be afforded to Japanese naval of-
ficers who will be sent to stay at Malta and Cape for

purposes of communication.

8. It is to be understood that any reinforcement
of the Japanese ships now to be sent will be impractica-
ble under actual conditions of the Japanese Navy, and
that the ships to be based on Malta will not be called
upon to extend their operations beyond the Mediter-
ranean.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

February 2, 1917.
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No. 55 Confidential immediate.
HOWVS 10 February 1917.

With H.Sﬁmambom to the inquiry of Your Excellency
of yesterday evening whether it was understood that
His Britannic Majesty’s Government had accepted in
their entirety the conditions laid down in the Confiden-
tial Memorandum of the Ministry of Marine, which
Your Excellency was good enough to communicate to
me on the 2nd instant, with regard to the despatch of
additional naval aid to the Cape of Good Hope and the
Mediterranean, I have the honour to state in reply that
I {feel confident that these conditions have been accept-
ed by my Government, and I take upon myself the re-
sponsibility of their decision. I am, however, telegraph-

ing to London in order to make sure on the subject.
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I avail, &c.
(Sgd.) W. C. Greene.
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Tokyo, 14 February 1917.
In my note No. 55 Very Confidential of the 10th

instant I took upon myself the responsibility of inform-

No. 65 Confidential.

ing Your Excellency of the acceptance by my Govern-
ment in their entirety of the conditions laid down in
the Confidential Memorandum of the Ministry of Ma-
rine, which Your Excellency was good enough to com-
municate to me on the 2nd instant, with regard to the
despatch of additional naval aid to the Cape of Good
Hope and the Mediterranean.

As stated in this note, however, I telegraphed to

London asking for confirmation of this acceptance and
I now have the honour to officially acquaint Your Ex-

cellency that the conditions as specified in the above-
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mentioned Memorandum of the Ministry of Marine
have been accepted by the British Admiralty.
I avail, &ec.
(Sgd.) W. C. Greene.
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No. 202.

Activities of Japanese Navy have not come to an
end with their extensive operations, undertaken in the
early stage of the war, in conjunction with British
Navy, which culminated in extermination of German
naval force in the Pacific. Special detachment of several
cruisers and destroyers which were dispatched to coast
of the Straits Settlements, early in 1916, has ever since
been and is assisting British Navy in guarding Indian
Ocean, east of Colombo, while in northern Pacific, de-
tachments of Japanese cruisers have, in the course of
last year, carried out, on several occassions, at the in-
stance of British Government, extended cruises which

More

were of great importance to the allied cause.
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recently, in view of development in the naval (fii) two
allied governments deemed it necessary that the opera-
tions of the Japanese navy should be further extended.
Accordingly Imperial Government dispatched far more
considerable force of light craft to the Mediterranean
where they are now cooperating with the naval forces
of Great Britain and other allies. In addition thereto,
several new detachments of powerful and fast cruisers
have been dispatched to assist British navy, in the pro-
tection of shipping in the Indian and South Pacific
Oceans. These services to the allied cause, gratifying
and important as they are in themselves, gain addition-
al value, as showing spirit of every one of our allies
and as indicating greatness of assistance which we may

expect from them in future.
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(Traduction d’un télégramme en date du 12 mai 1917.)
Trés confidentiel.

Je vous prie de représenter au Gouvernement Jap-
onais que le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté apprécie ple-
inement les difficultés de la situation navale en Extréme-
Orient que votre dernier télégramme a fait ressortir.

En vue cependant de 'extréme gravité de la position
actuelle dans les eaux de la Méditerranée et autour du
Royaume-Uni, la nécessité absolue d’une nouvelle aug-
mentation du service des patrouilles et des convois se
fait sentir d’urgence.

Or, selon des renseignements en possession de
I’Amirauté britannique, au moins quatre contre-torpil-
leurs de mille tonnes seraient en dock de radoub au
Japon, et, dans les circonstances sus-indiquées, le Gouv-
ernement de Sa Majesté serait trés reconnaissant au
Gouvernement Impérial d’accueillir favorablement la
demande du transfert a la Méditerranée des quatre vais-
seaux en question aussitdt qu’ils seront 4 reprendre la

mer.
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On the third anniversary of the day on which my

country entered the great struggle still in progress I
desire to express to Your Imperial Majesty the unwa-
vering determination of the British Empire to pursue
the contest until our joint efforts are crowned with suc-
cess and our common aims attained. I am happy in
the confidence which is shared I feel assured by Your
Imperial Majesty that the untiring will of our peoples
and the heroism of our forces will achieve a final vic-
tory securing the possibility of the peaceful progress of
humanity.

GEORGE R L
Midnight 3rd August, 1917.
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Your Majesty’s stirring words of assurance and con-
fidence, for which I sincerely thank You, are doubly
welcome as expressing exactly the sentiments entertain-
ed by Myself and My people in relation to this conflict.
The splendid bravery of Your Sea and Land Forces has
added glorious pages to history: the unity of high en-
deavour inspiring Your People has been no less admirable.
The results of that indomitable energy are evident, and
the complete victory of Ourselves and Our Allies is I
firmly trust to be looked for at no distant date.

YOSHIHITO.

6th August, 1917.
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No. 304.
Urgent. Tokio, September 3, 1917.

I have the honour, under instructions from His
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Af-
fairs, to inform Your Excellency that His Majesty’s
Government have decided, at the suggestion of the
United States Government, to hold a Naval Conference
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in London commencing on the 4th instant, at which
Representatives of the Allied Powers will be able to
discuss measures to secure greater co-ordination between
the American Naval Forces and those of their Allies
and greater efficiency in prosecuting the war to a vic-
torious conclusion.

The United States Government will be represented
on this Conference by Admiral Mayo, Commander in
Chief of the American Forces in the Atlantic, and Vice-
Admiral Sims, Commander of the American Fleet in
European Waters.

I have the honour to invite the participation of the
Japanese Government in this Conference, and should
they consent to this suggestion, to request that Your
Excellency will be so kind as to inform me, as soon
as possible, of the Representatives selected.

1 avail, &c.

For H. B. M. Ambassador.
H. C. Norman. &b
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No. 368.

Confidential. Tokyo, 25 October 1917.

As Your Excellency is doubtless already aware the
Allied Naval Conference held recently in London consi-
dered amongst other subjects the question of the use
of neutral territorial waters by enemy submarines and
suspicious enemy vessels, and the assistance afforded
to such vessels from neutral territory; and it was de-
cided to recommend close cooperation between the Al-
lied Diplomatic Representatives in the countries in ques-
tion, with a view to making representations of a nature
calculated to induce the Governments of those countries
to take adequate measures to prevent such abuse of this

neutrality.

His Majesty’s Representatives in neutral countries
have already received instructions to act in concert
with their Japanese, American, Russian, Italian and
French Colleagues in the sense of the above decision,
should occasion arise; and I have now the honour,

under instructions from His Majesty’s Principal Secreta-
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ry of State for Foreign Affairs, to request that if there
is no objection similar instructions may be given by the
Imperial Government to the Japanese Representatives
in neutral countries.

I avail, &c. :
(Sgd.) W.C. Greene.
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