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MR. ASQUITH'S WELCOME.
CHANGED FEELING BETWEEN
ENGLAND AND RUSSIA.

A banquet was given to the Russian visitors at
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Lancaster House, St. James’s, last evening. (rhE%)
Mr. Asquith, after giving the toasts of “The King”
and “The Emperor of Russia,” rose again and said:
o ()

Agreement on Eastern Affairs. One of the most
gratifying results of our alliance is the complete a-
greement which has been established between the
British and Russian Governments in regard to East-
ern affairs. mmowﬁ hear.) I remember, as do many
here, the days when in that quarter, whether in
Europe or in Asia, the interests of the two Empires
were supposed in both countries to be irreconcilably
antagonistic. Our normal attitude to one another was
one of sleepless vigilance, and I may almost say
sensitive suspicion, and more than once there was a
possibility, and even more than a possibility, of an
actual rupture of our relations. ﬁSw.m days of mis-
understandings are happily over; and whether it be
in Turkey or in Persia, or wherever British and
Russian interests come into contact with one another,
we have arrived at a common policy, which we are
both determined loyally and inconcert to pursue. And
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DECLARATION BY
M. SAZONOFF.
From Stanley Washburn.
Petrograd, May 27.

M. Sazonoff authorizes me to quote him as fol-
lows: —

I have read with deepest gratitude, deepest grat-
ification, and keenest appreciation the gracious senti-
ments of his Majesty King George addressed to mem-
bers of the Duma, and the words of historic signifi-
cance with which Mr. Asquith has greeted the Russian
guests now in England seeking a more genuine un-
derstanding of the efforts and sacrifices of our great
Ally to carry this war to a successful conclusion.

When Mr. Asquith announces on behalf of his
Government that complete agreement has been estab-
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for this purpose, let me add, the accord which has
now existed so long and so happily between your
illustrious Minister of Foreign Affairs and my friend
and colleague Sir Edward Grey is of incalculable value.
(Hear, hear.)

(Fplg)

The Unity of the Allies. We are told from time
to time of the not unnatural endeavours which are
made by our enemy to weaken the mutual confidence
of the Allies, and to detach now one and now another -
of the Allied Powers from the rest. Such endeavours
are not only, let me say, clumsy in method, but they
are foredoomed. (Cheers.) Germany knows—for this
purpose, nobody knows better — that if we are united,
and continue to be united, we must conquer, but we

(Cheers.) And in this knowledge we
shall stand together — however long and however

know it too.

severe the test of our common endurance may be —
we shall stand together until we can have beaten to the
ground the forces which now withstand us, and we
shall begin in peace to rebuild, in concert with one

another, the shaken fabric of European civilization.

lished between the Russian and British Governments
in regard to Eastern affairs he makes a statement
which all who know history must realize is the herald-
ing of the dawn of a new day in world politics and
world diplomacy. The absolute accord between these
two great Empires means that this alliance, formed
in time of war against a common enemy, has become
an alliance for all time — based not on the expediency
of the moment but on the far deeper foundation of
community of interests and genuine understanding of
the aims and character each of the other, and the
realization that all points of discord have for ever
been adjusted and swept from the realm of Russo-
British diplomacy.

GROWING FRIENDSHIP.

An alliance made by Governments will now
become an alliance based on the only ground upon
which permanent relations between nations prove
enduring, and that is the sentiment in the hearts of
the people constituting those nations. Day by day
the friendship and confidence which this Government
has felt for England since the inception of the war
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are spreading through the hearts of the Russian peo-
ple. The Russian Government is aiding and encour-
aging in every way the efforts to interpret the true
England and the true France to the Russian people.
Already the circulation of news, the exhibition of
films, and publicity generally are eating away that
ancient suspicion of England which it has ever been
the policy of our enemies to encourage and stimulate
by malicious rumour and specious propaganda.

In this growing friendship I see the realization
of the fondest dream of my career, for in true friend-
ship between England and Russia the peace of the
world is assured to our children and our children’s
children. When the world recognizes this fact it will
be compelled to realize that this means that we have
potentially won the war, although the struggle itself
may continue for years. The crystallization of the
certain idea that France, England, and Russia cannot
be alienated, any one from the other, establishes the
certainty that the Central Powers have lost, no matter
by what fortitude and internal sacrifice they may
postpone the inevitable day of the admission of their

11 1K

failure.
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