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Despatch to Sir Henry Howard containing Instruc-
tions respecting his Mission to the Vatican.

Sir Edward Grey to Sir H. Howard.
Foreign Office, December 16, 1914.
Sir,
THE KING has been graciously pleased to ap-

point you Special Envoy to his Holiness Pope
Benedict XV for the purpose of congratulating his
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Holiness on his election to the Papacy, and at the
same time of laying before him the motives which
compelled His Majesty’s Government, after ex-
hausting every effort in their power to preserve the
peace of Europe, to intervene in the present war,
and of informing him of their attitude towards the
various questions that arise therefrom.

Since the beginning of the war, His Majesty’s
Government have done all in their power through
His Majesty’s representatives abroad to remove any
misconceptions and misunderstandings from the
minds of the Governments of neutral countries as
to the course of events which led up to the outbreak
of hostilities, and to present, by the circulation of
diplomatic documents, the case of the allied Powers
to the unbiassed judgement of public opinion in
these countries.

Such a procedure was not possible in the case of
the high authorities of the Roman Catholic Church,
owing to the want of a representative of His
Majesty at the Vatican.

You will therefore, in presenting your letters of
credence to his Holiness and offering him the
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cordial congratulations of His Majesty the King on
the occasion of his election, intimate to him that
His Majesty’s Government are anxious to put them-
selves into direct communication with him for the
purpcse of demonstrating the motives which have
governed their attitude since the first moment that
the normal relations between the Great Powers of
Europe began to be disturbed, and of establishing
that His Majesty’s Government used every effort
toc maintain the peace of Europe which his
Holiness’s venerated predecessor had so much at
heart.

You will also be in a position to give his Holiness
from time to time exact information of the events
which have already occurred and may occur dur-
ing the pericd of your mission.

I am, &c.
E. GREY.
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As.official head of one of the powers signatory

to the Hague convention, I feel it to be my privilege

and my duty under article 3 of that convention to

say to you in a spirit of most earnest friendship,

that I should welcome an opportunity to act in the

interest of European peace either now or any other

time, that might be thought more suitable as an

cccasion to serve you and all concerned in way,

that would afford me lasting cause for gratitude
and happiness.
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Private & Secret
Private telegram from Sir E. Grey.
January 12, 1915.

An impression has been created recently by the
German Embassy at Washington that they would
welcome the return of peace and would be pre-
pared, in order to attain this end, fto evacuate
Belgium and compensate her for her losses.

Sir C. Spring Rice has therefore been informed
that the following are my personal views on this
subject: .

That it would be an essential condition of any
peace discussions that the integrity and Emo@mﬂg-
ence of Belgium should be restored, and that she
should receive compensation, but that no statements
as to the disposition of the German Government
s;m,or are not directly confirmed from Berlin
inspire me with the slightest comnfidence.

It would also be necessary in our opinion that

cause the odium of being opposed to peace to be
thrown on us in influential circles in Washington,
whilst it is made to appear that Germany is pre-
pared to make concessions.

In addition to the above, you should tell Baron
Kato that it would not be my wish to discourage
any overture for peace that was genuinely sincere,
or that appeared likely to lead to the establishment
of a peace of a lasting nature. If evidence were
forthcoming that there was a real disposition for
peace on the part of Germany, I would be prepared
to suggest that the allies should now discuss terms
with each other, viz: we with Japan in accordance
with Article 2 of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance, and
Russia and France with us in accordance with the
Alliance concluded on September 5 last. But the
information which reaches me through neutral
channels with the exception of Washington by ne
means indicates the existence of a %@o@m& disposi-
tion in Official circles in Berlin, and as long as the
contrary is the case the prosecution of the war with

the utmost vigour is the only subject which can be
10 RE~EEHEE 8KO
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we should have a continental peace under such con-
ditions as will secure our allies and ourselves from
the chance of future aggression on the part of
Germany. We should also have to ascertain what
conditions would be required by our allies with
whom we have not yet discussed the matter, as we
have not received any sufficient evidence that a
genuine desire for peace is @u\n@wd&:& by Germany.
When the time comes, we shall be bound to discuss
the terms of peace with our allies.

I have indicated to Sir C. Spring Rice that the
above is for his guidance.

Please convey this information privately to the
Minister for Foreign Affairs in the strictest con-
fidence, and add that I should be very glad to learn
his views at any time as to what he considers
would be the right line to take in the event of
At the

present moment I do not attach importance to im-

serious approaches being made to us.

pressions of this sort which emanate from the
German Embassy at Washington.
that their intention is to prepare the way for float-
ing a German loan in the United mﬁmwmmv or else to

It is possible

profitably discussed.
British Embassy.

Tokyo, January 13, 1915.
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With reference to the private telegram from Sir
Edward Grey of January 12th which His Excel-
lency the British Ambassador was good enough to
communicate to Baron Kato on January 13th, he
wishes to express his sincere thanks to the Foreign
Secretary for the valuable information therein
contained. Baron Kato shares in general the views
expressed in the telegram and does not attach
importance to the impressions created by the
German Embassy at Washington that Germany
would welcome return of peace. If at any time,
however, evidence were forthcoming that there was
a real disposition for peace on the part of Germany
and in the opinion of Allies the moment had ar-
rived for discussing the terms of peace, the Im-
perial Government would be ready to consider
those terms with the British Government.

Foreign Office, Tokyo,

January 18th, 1915.
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