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Telegram from Viceroy of India to Sir C. Greene
dated July 4th.
Would it be possible to secure the deportation of
Bhagwan Singh by the Japanese Government. The
individual in question is pro-German “in toto” and
bitterly anti-English.
British Embassy,
TOKYO.
July 5th 1915.
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
TOKYO.
July 13th, 1915.
Dear Mr. Matsui,

You no doubt know that on July 6th, before
leaving for Chuzenji, the Ambassador spoke to the
Minister for Foreign Affairs on the subject of Bhagwan
Singh.

On that occasion Baron Kato was so good as to
say that he would consult the Ministry of the Inte-
rior with a view to arrange for the deportation of
Bhagwan Singh on board a Japanese or British vessel
bound direct for Hong Kong. His Excellency seemed
to think that such a plan was feasible, especially in
view of the precedent recently established by the
deportation of the British subject Ball which was
effected at the wish of the Japanese Government
themselves.

Sir Conyngham telegraphed to the Foreign Office
asking for authority to carry out the plan outlined
above.

On July 10th I received the visit of Mr. HU.
Hatano, the director of a news agency called the

any information which he wished to give on the
subject should be imparted to the police.

I refrained form any indication that the Embassy
were interesting themselves in Bhagwan Singh.

Yesterday afternoon I received a létter from Mr.
Hatano, copy of which I beg leave to enclose.

From this letter it appears that if, as Mr. Hatano
assured me, the police have depended exclusively on
him for their information about Bhagwan Singh, the
source of their knowledge is unlikely to be available
any longer.

Later in the afternoon I received from another
quarter news that Bhagwan Singh now knows that
he is being watched by the police, and that he has
changed his address, and is now living in Akasaka
at a place called Miharashi Kan, Nogizaka Uye.

I cannot avoid connecting these facts with a
change in the attitude of Mr. Hatano towards Bhag-
wan Singh.

Now that Bhagwan Singh is on his guard it is
possible that he may try to escape from the country,
and it is therefore clearly desirable to deal with him
before he can find an opportunity of doing so.

1] Uems<~ExER £ 1lo
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“Sun Daily News”, whose publications are supplied
to this Embassy.

Mr. Hatano at once approached the subject of
Bhagwan Singh, and offered me his services in keep-
ing a watch on that individual and supplying the
Embassy with information as to his movements.

As T was not previously acquainted with Mr.
Hatano, and had little knowledge of him, I confined
myself to thanking him for his offer and begging
him not to trouble himself in the matter.

Mr. Hatano then told me that the Japanese police
were anxious to have information about Bhagwan
Singh (which, of course, I knew already) and that
they had approached him (Mr. Hatano) in order to
obtain it. He assured me indeed that he was their
only source of knowledge. He knew Bhagwan inti-
mately and. had often seen him since his return to
Tokyo, where Bhagwan intended to remain for some
time and to hire a house.

Mr. Hatano added that he had told the police all
he knew, but that he would prefer in the future to
make his communications to the Embassy.

I replied that it appeared to me preferable that

I have accordingly telegraphed to the Foreign
Office in the name of the Ambassador to point out
the importance of avoiding delay in conveying to him
the sanction for which he asked on July 6th.

I must apologize for the length of this letter.
My excuse for writing in such detail is that I feel
that the Japanese Government, to whom the Embassy
already owe so much for their willing co-operation
in connection with this matter, should at once be
placed in possession of all available particulars, some
of which may possibly be new to them. .

I should be much obliged if, on your part, you
would let me know whether the Ministry of the
Interior feel able to act in this case as suggested to
them by Baron Kato after his conversation with the

Ambassador.
Believe me,
Dear Mr. Matsui,
Yours sincerely,
(8d.) H. Norman.
E 8

Copy of letter from Mr. Hatano to Mr. Norman.
Hibiya, July 12.
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Sir,

I beg, first of all, to thank you for your kindness
of allowing me to see you on Saturday.

As to the man, I beg to say that if your Embassy
do not need my humble service in giving information
about him, I would avoid to have anything to do
with him and at the same time I shall reply to the
Authorities, which asked me to get information about
him to the same effect.

I remain etc.,,
(Sd.) H. U. Hatano.
H. Norman Esqgr.
Councillor.
The British Embassy.
an
N
British Embassy,
TOKYO.

July 13th 1915
Private and Confidential.

Pressing.
Dear Mr. Matsui,
With reference to my letter of to-day relative to

We have not yet received from the Department
for Home Affairs their reply to our communications
on the subject. As soon as Baron Kato returns from
his journey which will be in a day or two I will ask
His Excellency to discuss the matter with the Home
Minister.

I am,
Yours very truly,

(8d.) K. Matsui.
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Private and Confidential.

July 19th, 1915,
Dear Mr. Norman,

With reference to the question of the deportation
of Bhagwan Singh, I beg to inform you that the
Imperial police authorities, being unable to find in
his movements here any act of disturbing the public
order and tranquility in Japan, do not feel sufficiently
justified in deciding to deport him. The telegram

K {emg<~mxEmiE nlil 1 il
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the case of Bhagwan Singh, I hasten to inform you
that a telegram from the Foreign Office has now
arrived, sanctioning, as far as the Embassy is con-
cerned, the arrangement proposed on July 6th by the
Ambassador after consultation with Baron Kato.

I should be very grateful therefore if the Ministry
for Foreign Affairs would be so good as to endeavour
to obtain the consent of the Ministry of the Interior
to the proposed course as soon as possible in order
to forestall any attempt which Bhagwan Singh may
make to leave Japan.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. Matsui,
Yours sincerely,
(Sd.) H. Norman.
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(Private and Confidential.)

July 14th, 1915.

Dear Mr. Norman, .
I have received your two letters of yesterday’s

date relative to the case of Bhagwan Singh.

from the Viceroy of India to Sir Conyngham Greene,
which His Excellency handed Baron Kato on the 5th
instant, states, however, that Bhagwan Singh is pro-

in toto” and the authorities concerned are
inclined to think that, therefore, if they were furnished

German

with any information in a more concrete form as to
in what way and extent Bhagwan Singh is connected
with the Germans, it would be of great help to them
in considering the matter more in favour of Lord
Harding’s idea.
Yours sincerely,
(8d.) K. Matsui.
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Private and Confidential.

British Embassy,
TOKYO.
July 20th, 1915,
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Dear Mr. Matsui,
I thank you for your letter of yesterday relative

nl

to the case of Bhagwan Singh, and shall €hdeavour
to obtain with as little delay as possible the additional
information which the Imperial Authorities state that
they require in order to be in a position to deport
him.

In the meanwhile I send you a short memorandum
containing all the particulars in the Embassy’s pos-
session regarding the career of Bhagwan Singh, from
which it will be observed that there is ample evidence
of his dangerous activity in the past, of his seditionist
tendencies and of his revolutionary associations.

DE& apart from any direct connection which
such a man may have with the Germans or any
disturbance of public order in this country of which
he may be the cause, it is clear that he can be here
only for the purpose of using Japanese territory as
a base whence to foment revolt in the territory of
Japan’s aily, Great Britain, and I cannot help hoping
that, if you would be so good as to communicate the

enclosed memorandum to the Ministry of the Interior
it might have the effect of inducing the authorities

the interests of Japan’s ally in the present war.

I venture therefore to beg very earnestly that
the decision of the Imperial Government in this case
may be reconsidered and to express the hope that
they may see their way to meet the wishes of His
Majesty’s Government with a readiness equal to that
displayed by the latter in assenting to the deportation
of the far less important and dangerous Ball.

I need hardly add that, if you think that a per-
sonal interview would help to solve the difficulty, I
am at your disposal at any time convenient to your-
self, though I have hesitated to propose such a visit
because I know that your time must be fully occupied.

I am, Dear Mr. Matsui,
Yours sincerely,
(Sd.) H. Norman.
(B
PO N M) R
Bhagwan Singh’s Antecedents.

Bhagwan Singh also passes under the aliases of
Natha Singh and B.S. Jakh. He left India in 1909 or
1910 and went to Penang where he was priest at the
Sikh temple: he was dismissed from this post, by
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there to reconsider their decision.

That decision will, I know, be a disappointment
to the Ambassador in view of what Baron Kato was
so good as to say to him on July 5, on which occa-
sion, as you know, His Excellency held out the hope
that the case of another British subject, Ball, who
was recently deported from Japan, might serve as a
precedent for similar action in the case of Bhagwan
Singh.

You will remember that Ball was deported on
the initiative of the Imperial Japanese Government
themselves and not at the request of His Majesty’s
Government, though the latter assented without dif-
ficulty to that measure, which was considered neces-
sary because his actions were inconsistent with the
interests of Japan.

There can be no doubt that Ball’s record is in-
nocent compared with that of Bhagwan Singh and
that, if the former’'s actions were inconsistent with
the interests of Japan, those of the latter, which for
years past have gone far beyond the mere publication

of misleading and fabricated information in an unim-

portant newspaper, are far more inconsistent with

the Committee, for preaching sedition. Afterwards
he became Sikh Priest at Hongkong and in 1913 was
again dismissed.

In August 1913 he arrived in Canada, using the
alias of Natha Singh. He was deported subsequently
for having entered the Country under a misrepresen-
tation. He visited Manila and afterwards met the
Komagata Maru in Japan during her outward voyage.
On this occasion he sold a pistol to the leader of the
expedition, Gurdit Singh by name, and made speeches
of extreme violence to those on Board.

In May 1914 he went to San Francisco in com-
pany with Mohamed Maulvi Barakatullah, a well-
known seditionist, who is a close friend of his, and
both of these persons entered on a “ Ghadr ” campaign
in the United States making speeches of an extremely
revolutionary character at various Indian Settlements.

Bhagwan Singh is an important leader of the
“ Ghadr” movement and is also a close friend of G.
D. Kumar and -other well-known seditionists.

Whilst in Manila, whence he came to Japan, he
was in frequent communication with the German
Consul at that port,
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Private and Confidential.

July 22nd, 1915.
Dear Mr. Norman,

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 20th instant relative to the case of Bhagwan
Singh together with the Memorandum setting forth
his antecedents. We shall wait for the arrival of the
additional information which you are so good as to
say you will endeavour to obtain.

I am, dear Mr. Norman,
Yours sincerely,

(8d.) K. Matsui.
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September 23rd, 1915.

Dear Mr. Norman,
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With reference to the movements of Bhagwan
Singh, concerning whom I wrote to you last on the
18th ultimo.,
time we have received from the Police authorities no

I beg to inform you that since that

reports deserving attention, except that he left Tokyo
for Shimonoseki on the 16th instant. Now we are in
receipt of a report from the Governor of Yamaguchi
Prefecture that Bhagwan Singh left Shimonoseki on
the 19th instant and crossed the channel over to
Fusan. The Governor has asked the Chosen Police
authorities to watch his movements during his stay
in Chosen, so that the latter may not fail to report
to us whenever necessary.
I remain,
Dear Mr. Norman,
Yours sincerely,

(8d.) K. Matsui.
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Kilmarnock called upon Koike this afternoon by
appointment, and had a satisfactory interview with
him as to the deportation.

I therefore wish to express to you my best
thanks for the interest which you have taken in this
delicate question, and for the steps which you were
so good as to take to come to my assistance. I am
informing Sir Edward Grey by telegraph of the suc-
cessful result of our conversation, and I have added
how much I owe to your personal intervention.

I have no doubt that Koike will do all in his
power to see that the details are carefully carried
out, and Kilmarnock will be ready to call upon him
at any time if required.

Believe me,
Dear Excellency,
Yours sincerely,
(8d.) Conyngham Greene.
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