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March 13, 1915,
Sir:

The position of the Imperial Government as re-
gards the prohibition for a period of five years of all
land sealing on the Pribilof Islands for the purpose
of protection.and preservation of the seal herd, which
was put into effect by the act of Congress approved ,
August 24, 1912, was, I believe, made sufficiently clear
in my note of March 6, 1914, and by later corre-
spondence as well as by verbal explanations. I have
now the honor, under instructions from my Govern-
ment, to communicate to you the following representa-
tion of my Government on the subject.

According to the report made by the Technical
Expert detailed in the summer of 1914 by the Japa-
nese Government to the Pribilof Islands, the total
numbers of harems and of pups are given as 1,535
and 93,250, respectively, as will be seen from the copy
of the statement hereto attached. This enumeration
comes near to that given as the result of investiga-
tions undertaken by Mr. George Archibald Clark in
1912 and 1913, and shows a remarkable increase in
the number of harems and also some increase in the
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number of pups.

GREE 1L I ITH

Comparing it with that obtained in
an 5<mmammmwos undertaken by the United States
Government Agent in 1911, it will be seen that the
size of the herd has been more than doubled, besides
showing signs of abundance in the stock of reserve
bulls.

bachelors on land, made by Professor G.H. Parker,

Further, a rough estimate of the number of

the United States Government delegate, in the course
of investigation of the harems last summer, reaches
14,000, a great majority of which were, of course,
above three years, and there were, besides these,
considerable numbers in the sea. Such was the size
of the herd formed of those born before the suspen-
sion of pelagic sealing, and it is to be presumed that
the mortality among those born after the suspension
has been materially lowered. Supposing the number
of pups given as 81,984 in the count made by Mr.
George Archibald Clark in 1912, decreases by half,
it is to be seen that there will be an addition in the
present year of more than 40,000 3-year-olds, resort-
ing to the islands, the females as mothers and the

males as bachelors, the latter fitted for killing. It is
to be noted that in spite of the fact that ten thousand

(Signed) S. Chinda.
Honorable William Jennings Bryan,

Secretary of State.
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STATEMENT
St. Paul Island, Alaska.
‘ Pups
Rookery Harems |

“ Living | Dead | Total
Kitovi 58 | 2,072 A7 1 2,119
Lukanin 39| 1,761 731 1,834
Ooavwﬁov 112} 6,067 85| 6,152
Ardiguen 15 645 11 656
Reef 193 | 13, 353 206 | 13,559
Zapadni 114 | 7,499 126 | 7,625
Little Zapadni 90 | 4,840 79| 4,919
Zapadni Reef 3 203 3 206
Tolstol 102 | 9,760 174 1 9,934

Tolstoi Cliffs 59
Lagoon 8 373 2 375
Polovina 58 | 3,484 71| 3,555
Polovina Cliffs 221 1,431 18 | 1,449
Little Polovina 18 910 17 927
Morjovi 43 | 2,268 44 1 2,312
Vostochni 291 | 19, 210 499 | 19,709
Sivutch 91| 3,984 68 | 4,052
Total 1,316 | 77,860 ¢ 1,523 | 79,383
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might have been taken last year without producing
any prejudicial effect, the land killing was suspended,
and that,
until 1917, an enormous overstock of the bulls would

if the suspension remains further in force

be the result, a condition that would prove, contrary
to the end sought by the Act of Congress in question,
detrimental to the breeding grounds, and would end
in merely throwing away the valuable skins to no
To say nothing of the loss to the United
States Government, it is difficult for the Japanese
Government to see any justification for their being

purpose.

compelled to sustain the loss resulting from such
prohibition, receiving in lieu thereof no adequate com-
pensation, the condition that was, according to their
understanding, exactly to be guarded against under
the Fur Seal Convention of July 7, 1911. Accordingly,
the Imperial Government are constrained to reiterate
their request that the Act of Congress approved
August 24, 1912, above referred to, should be amend-

ed at the earliest opportunity with a view to re-
opening the seal fisheries on the Pribilof Islands.

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my highest
consideration.

St. George Istand.

’ Pups AA
Rookery Harems | _
; Living _ Dead * Total
North H 85 A 5,180 | 112 5,301
Starry Arteel 46 | 4,215 63 | 4,278
Zapadni | 15 u 1,015 8| 1,023
Little East | 1% 1 “ 26
East Reef ! i 576 m ! 581
East Cliffs Lo72l 26271 311 2,658
Total St. George Island 219 | 13,647 220 | 13, 867
Total St. Paul Island 1,316 | 77,860 | 1,523 | 79,383
Total of the twoislands | 1,535 | 91,507 | 1,743 | 93,250
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Washington
No. 105.
February 13, 1915.
Excellency :—

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of
your note of December 26th last, in which you ac-
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knowledge the receipt of your note of December 26th
Tast, in which you acknowledge the receipt of the
check for $10,000.00 enclosed to you with this Depart-
ment’s note of December 14, 1914, to cover the annual
,Umﬁsmsﬁ to the Government of Japan for the period
from December 15, 1913, to December 14, 1914, under
the provisions of Section 11 of the Fur Seal Convention
and the Act of Congress approved August 24, 1912,
giving effect to the Convention.

The Department has taken note of your state-
ment that this acknowledgement is made with the
reservations w@mnwmom:w stated in your note of March
6, 1914, and has communicated a copy of your note
tto the Wmﬁ.mmmn% of Commerce for his information.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of

my highest consideration. p

L (Signed) ﬁ& Bryan.
His Excellency .

Viscount Sutemi Chinda,
Ambassador of Japan.
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I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of
your note of the 13th instant in which you communi-
cate the representation of your Government on the
subject of the prohibition of land sealing on the
Pribilof Islands, and advise me that your Government
is constrained to reiterate its request that the Act of
Congress approved August 24, 1912, be amended at
the earliest opportunity with a view to reopening the
seal fisheries on those Islands.

In reply I have the honor to inform you that the
Department has taken the matter up with the Depart-
ment of Commerce. Accept, Excellency, the renewed
assurances of my highest consideration.

(Signed) W.J. Bryan.
His Excellency
Viscount Sutemi Chinda,
Japanese Ambassador.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington

March 22, 1915.
Excellency :
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(Received April 6, 1915)
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
‘Washington
No. 115.
April 3, 1915,
Excellency:

As T had the honor to inform you in my note of
the 22nd ultimo, the Department took up with the
Department of Commerce the representations made
in your note of March 13th on the subject of the
prohibition of land sealing on the Pribilof Islands,
and the request of your Government that the Act of
Congress approved August 24, 1912, be amended at
the earliest opportunity with a view to re-opening
the seal fisheries on those islands.

The Secretary of Commerce, under date of March
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29th, advises me that he has read your note with
great interest, and makes reply thereto in substance
as follows:

Under the closed season law, which expires by
limitation in August, 1917, this Department has con-
ceived its ms@ to be done by enforcing the law in
letter and in spirit, and by informing Congress of the
results thereof. To this end, there have been killed
during the pendency of the law only a limited number
of seals, from 2,500 to 3,500, such as are deemed suf-
ficient for food for the native community on the
Pribilof Islands. It is probable that in the current
vear the killings may somewhat exceed these amounts,
but not more than is actually necessary for the pro-
vision of food.

The Department sent scientific assistants of the
Bureau of Fisheries to the Islands in the last season
to determine the facts concerning the seal herd.
Their report was received in the final days of the
Congress which adjourned, sine die, on March 4, 1915.
It was transmitted to that Congress on February 19,
not so much with a view of having action thereon
taken during the Congress which was then in session,
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as with the object of having the report printed as a
public document, as a basis for study and discussion
during the time to ensure between the close of the
63rd Congress and the opening of the 64th Congress,
next December. With this in view, the Department
made no recommendation, knowing that it was prac-
tically impossible for any action of any kind to be
taken. The report is now in the press and will be
ready for circulation in two or three weeks.

Secretary Redfield adds that reference will un-
doubtedly be made to the report in his own annual
report which will put the facts still further on record,
but that until the report of the scientists shall have
been printed and time sufficient shall have been given
for its thorough study, the Department of Commerce
will not be able to make any definite recommenda-
tions.

Your Excellency will understand that in any
event, the next Congress which will convene in De-
cember of this year being a new Congress requiring

organization, no machinery will exist for the consi-

deration of public business in that Congress until
such organization shall have been perfected by the

prohibition of land sealing on the Pribilof Islands,
enacted by the Act of Congress approved August 24,
1912.

While fully appreciating the technicalities involv-
ed in carrying out the request of my Government as
to the modification of the Act of Congress in ques-
tion, to which aspect of the matter, I presume, the
statements contained in the above reply of the
Honorable the Secretary of Commerce are intended
chiefly to refer, I venture to express the firm belief
that the United States Government have not, in regard
to the basic issue of the question, modified their at-
titude, to which I had occasion to call your attention
in my note of March 6, 1914, supplemented by verbal
explanation, and that they entertain a sincere desire
to take steps at the earliest opportunity to give full
effect to the views, in which the two Governments
completely concur, that is, to have the Act of Con-
gress approved August 24, 1912, amended by the
Congress with a view to re-opening the seal fisheries

on the Pribilof Islands.
Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my highest
consideration.

B EXmxipEsExiE (IR (1O

1K
election of its officers and the appointment of the
committees.
Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of
my highest consideration.
(Signed) W.J. Bryan.
His Excellency
Viscount Sutemi Chinda,
Ambassador of Japan.
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IMPERIAL JAPANESE EMBASSY
Washington,
April 10, 1915.

Sir:

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of
your note of April 3, 1915, advising me of the sub-
stance of the reply of the Honorable the Secretary
of Commerce, under date of March 29th, to my note
of March 13, 1915, in which I had the honor to com-
municate to you the represetations and the request
of my Government with regard to the subject of the

(Signed) S. Chinda.
Honorable William Jennings Bryan,
Secretary of State.
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