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" SUBSTANCE OF A TELEGRAM FROM BARON
KATO RECEIVED OCTOBER 30, 1914.

I am advised that several members of the com-
plement of the Geier are under suspicion of having
left Honolulu for San Francisco on October 27 by
the S.8. Korea.

_ In the above connection, it must be noted that
there is nothing to prevent them from comnveying
wdﬁoﬁm.@bom relating to the military matters of Japan,
which would be irreconcilable with the principle of
the United States Government, actually prescribing
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MEMORANDUM

Referring to the Memorandum left at the Depart-
ment by the Japanese Ambassador on the 3lst
ultimo relative to the detention of the members of
the complement of the German gunboat GEIER,
pending the possibility that she may be interned
during the European war, the Department desires
to state that steps have been taken with a view to
preventing any members of the complement from
leaving the vessel for any distant point, and if it is
found that any members have so left to facilitate
their return to the vessel.

Department of State,
Washington, November 2, 1914,
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limitations on communication between the Hizen and
the land as well as on use of the wireless, etc.

Moreover, in case the Geier will have eventually
been interned, the question concerning the disposi-
tion of the complement of the vessel naturally arises.
Having this eventuality in view, it is deemed to be
an obligation on the part of the United States, as a
neutral, to prevent, in the meantime, any member
of the complement from leaving the vessel for any
distant point.

Consequently, should the above advice prove to
be correct, it is considered proper that steps should
be taken to cause these persons to return im-
mediately to their vessel.

Members of the Complement of the Geier who are
under Suspicion of Having Left Honolulu for San
Francisco on October 27.

As First-Class Passengers:
Egon Pretzel
Walter Sourbeck

As Second-Class Passengers:

Fred Pahrish
Paul Streibel

PR N R e 1 B 8 80 Ko n 2 TRYH
2 HMEM N EERERIEREN KR RN R
RN N CKEANURRE L D A RESFEHF~HEN K
KRN K = N N e N JRERON & R o4 | R4
| mERAE = EEON K =R 1] | Ot ¢ + | =+
| I A=

HKEQNEKE N =
PPE +IRTEE SRR OHE (98)

FRY AR M da ™) nkEgERIE
BRR I EN x IMFINE
&E1 1O
HEREORP TE N+ | R+-Fmig~NE@a N4 | m-1 |
mEE K 1) 3 K
MeNRAR ] BRI ~HREEEE (Red KX n >
AEN] | RSOEHEIR I Y AMEEEY JREE
BON & X B m o N RN S ATET K R N KN e
X

DK



g & ) PPH

RN HELEAELKE 5=

HAEE Ry 2] BEEIKR IR 2
EEM ] b= FYmEKEERRE B s

ENE KRS HE
PP mEUKENEKE n ~ KA
R B R M E
N =+ mECEEREmEE = HKE
NEKBRZHSL
B+ | =+ | mESEERKEn ~ HEEQ
HKE S
RERFRe (1 mRy 1411 m )
KEhg+ | =4+-gm
¥
2 K bR @ B o€ 0@
KR SR ER 2

HRHHm TR NR R HO<ENEHREE Geler e
HEEDE /ﬁ@:%/ﬂﬂ_+faaﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂr$&

LI SR @ KR DO [RY H R E
%m%;%xwﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%;%twﬁzﬁ@;%%»m
HEEEL ) Y v B A A E N X R EE R B E R
B N HE & R R AR IR K e 5B R

hope of avoiding a formal communication to your
Government on the subject, and of averting a situa-
tion which might assume a serious aspect.
I am, my dear Mr. Ambassador,
49,% sincerely yours,

(Signed) Robert Lansing.

His Excellency
Viscount Sutemi Chinda,
Ambassador of Japan.
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October 28, 1914.

My dear Mr. Lansing:

Adverting to our conversation on October 26 and
to your unofficial letter of October 27, relating to
the German man-of-war Geier and the Japanese
battleship Hizen, I wish to inform you that the
purport of our conversation as well as the contents
of your letter has been referred to the home govern-
ment.

In the meantime, Baron Kato has sent me tele-
graphic instructions, which apparently crossed my
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(Rec’d. Oct. 27, 1914)
U@vmﬁgwﬁ of State
Washington
October 27, 1914.
My dear Mr. Ambassador:

With reference to our conversation of yesterday
in relation to the Japanese battleship HIZEN off the
port of Honolulu, I wish to call your attention to
further information which had been received in
regard to the operations of this ship and its launches
in that locality. I am advised that the ship’s steam
launches have been cruising in the harbor of Hono-
lulu without lights Friday, Saturday and Sunday
night, and that the Commander of the battleship
appears disinclined to observe the neutrality of the
port.

I am calling your attention to the improper con-
duct of the HIZEN in this informal manner, in the

cables, the substance of which 1 beg to enclose here-
with. With regard to it, I should be greatly ob-
liged, if you would give me further information
concerning your intention as regards the disposi-
tion of the Geier.
I am, my dear Mr. Lansing,
Sincerely yours,

Honorable Robert Lansing,
Acting Secretary of State.
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SUBSTANCE OF A TELEGRAM FROM
BARON KATO, RECEIVED
OCTOBER 27, 1914.

1 am advised that the German man-of-war Geier
entered the port of Honolulu on the forenocon of
October 15 and commenced repairs on the forenoon
of the 17th and that there is as yet no ?.8@@3 of
her leaving the port.

The Imperial Government, while implicitly relying
on the strict maintenance of neutrality on the part
of the United States Government, are constrained

PR
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to view with some uneasiness the fact that the above
man-of-war is apparently showing little sign of pro-
gress on repairs and of leaving the port, even after
the elapse of two weeks.

On the one hand, the Imperial Government are
inclined to question whether such a state of things
could fairly be reconciled with the spirit of Article
17 of the Hague Convention Concerning the Rights
and Duties of Neutral Powers in Naval War, and,
cn the other, are compelled to point out the cirecum-
stance that the said man-of-war, while having not
the slightest apprehension of danger so long as she
stays in the port of Honolulu, is a constant source
of uneasiness and danger to the Japanese merchant
vessels on the trade routes between Japan and the
United States.

In the circumstances, you will approach the
United States Government informally, and ascertain
and report as to their intention as regards the dis-
position of the Geier.
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(Rec’d. Nov. 14, 1914)
Department of State
Washington
November 12, 1914.
No. 91.
Execellency :

I have the honor to advise you of the receipt of a
letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, stating
that a telegram has been received from the Collector
of Customs at Honolulu, wherein he reports that,
on November 8 last, the German naval vessels
GEIER and LOCKSUN were interned there.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my
highest consideration.

(Signed) W. J. Bryan.
His Excellency
Viscount Sutemi Chinda,
Japanese Ambassador.
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(Rec’d. Oct. 80. 1914)
Department of State
Washington
October 30, 1914.
My dear Mr. Ambassador:

In reply to your letter of the 28th instant, in
regard to the German gunboat GEIER, now under-
going repairs at Honolulu, I would advise you that
the Imperial German Ambassador in this capital has
been informed of this Government’s intention to fix
a definite period within which repairs to this vessel
should be completed, and that if it is found impos-
sible to complete the repairs within the period set,
the United States will be obliged to insist that the
gunboat be interned during the present war. In-
structions have been issued to the United States
officers to inform the Captain of the GEIER in this
same sense.

I am, my dear Mr. Ambassador,
Very sincerely yours,

(Signed) Robert Lansing.

His Excellency

Viscount Sutemi Chinda,
Ambassador of Japan.
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Department of State
Washington .
November 11, 1914.
My dear Mr. Ambassador:

Referring to the Department’s informal note to
you of October 30th, regarding the internment of
the German cruiser GEIER at Honolulu, I would
advise you that the four members of the GEIER’S
complement which sailed for San Francisco, have
been paroled not to leave that city and on condition
that they do not perform any work, which would
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P90
call in question the good faith of the United States
in the maintenance of its neutrality during the
present war.
I am, my dear Mr. Ambassador,
Very sincerely yours,
(Signed) Robert Lansing.

His Excellency ,

Viscount Sutemi Chinda,

Ambassador of Japan.
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