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Department of State,
Washington.
December 39, 1915.
My dear Mr. Ambassador:
Referring to our conversation of this morning

Government was justified, upon the receipt of the
information above set forth, in assuming that a
state of war existed between Japan and Austria-
Hungary and in issuing a proclamation of neutrality
for the m&&@ﬂo@ of American citizens.

If, however, the diplomatic relations of the two
countries are regarded by each as temporarily
suspended, the Department will be glad to take steps
to have the proclamation of August 27th, 1914,
withdrawn.

I am, my dear Mr. Ambassador,

Very sincerely yours,

(Signed) Robert ﬁmsﬂsm.

His Excellency
Viscount Sutemi Chinda,
Japanese Ambassador.
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in which you made inquiry as to the basis upon
which the President issued his Proclamation of
Neutrality of August 27, 1214, in which it is recited
that “a state of war unhappily exists between Japan
and Austria-Hungary”, I have had the records of
the Department examined and find that on August
26, 1914, the Austro-Hungarian Ambassador tele-
graphed the Department that he had just been
informed by his Government that the Emperor had
crdered the commander of the Austrian cruiser
ELIZABETH at Tsingtau to “take up fight together
with German navy”. The Ambassador added that
the diplomatic relations between his country and
Japan were broken off.

On August 27th, the American Ambassador at
Tckyo telegraphed the Department that the Austro-
Hungarian Ambassador had informed him that
relations between his Government and Japan had
been severed.and he had received his passports.

In view of the fact that Austria was an ally of
Germany, with which country Japan was at war,
and of the further fact that Austria was the first

country to open hostilities, it seems to me the
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