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Sir W. C. Greene, British Ambassador at Tokio
to Baron T. Kato, Minister for Foreign Affairs.
Private. A ,

September 12, 1914.

With reference to our conversation of the 9th
instant when we spoke of the forthcoming cruise
of some ships of the Imperial Navy in the Marianne,
Marshall and Caroline islands, I am desired by Sir
Edward Grey to acquaint you very confidentially
that an Australian expedition is now on its way to
take possession of the islands of Yap and Nauru
(Pleasant island), and I am to add that Sir Edward
hopes that Your Excellency will be good enough to
see that the cruise may be conducted so as not to
conflict with the operations of the Australian ex-
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pedition.
Yours sincerely,
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Baron T. Kato, Minister for Foreign Affairs to
Sir W. C. Greene, British Ambassador at Tokio.
Tokio, Sept. 12, 1914.
Pray accept my thanks for your letter this morn-
ing the contents of which I have communicated to
the Minister of Navy.
Yours sincerely,
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British Embassy at Tokio to the Gaimusho.

I am much obliged for the communication made to
you by the Minister for Foreign Affairs with
regard to the Island of Yap and you shoud cordial-
ly thank His Excellency for it. ’

KEl +m=+10m

We recognize that the landing of the Japanese
was a strategical necessity and appreciate the value
of the services rendered thereby. It still remains
the intention of the Australians to occupy the
Island and we will inform you of the date on which
they are likely to be able to carry out this opera-
tion.

British Embassy,
Tokyo.
October 13th. 1914.
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" Above Note was handed over, October 14, 1914, by

Sir W. C. Greene, British Ambassador at Tokyo, to
Baron T. Kato, Minister for Foreign Affairs.
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Note Verbale.

With reference to His Excellency the British
Ambassador’s inquiry at his interview with Baron
Kato on the 27th of November, Baron Kato begs to
state that all the Islands of the Marianne, Pelew,
Carocline, and Marshall groups are now in occupa-
tion of the Japanese Naval forces and that it is
desired that the contemplated Australian Expedi-
tion should not visit any of the Island in the afore-
said groups. The exception can however be made

in the case of the Island of Yap as to which a
previous understanding exists and from which if

degired the Japanese forces will be withdrawn on
the arrival of the British forces.
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Confidential.

As regards the Note Verbale of this date, Baron
Kato agrees with the view of Sir Edward Grey
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that all occupation of territory belonging to
Germany by the Japanese and British forces will be
without prejudice to the final arrangements which
will have to be made when the allies come to settle
terms of peace after the conclusion of the war.

Baron Kato desires to add that, in view of the
very extensive operations in which the Japanese
Navy has been engaged and is still engaged in co-
operation of such a cordial and mutually advan-
tageous character with the British Navy, the
Japanese Nation would naturally insist cn the per-
manent retention of all the German Islands north
of the Equator and the Imperial Government will
have to rely upon the support of the British Gov-
ernment for the accomplishment of that object when
the proper moment arrives.
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