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Secret.

Sir Edward Grey informed the Japanese Ambas-
sador in London that the British Admiralty were
anxious to know whether the Imperial Japanese
Government would be disposed to send a division of
their Navy in order to cooperate with the British
and French Fleets primarily in the Mediterranean
and ultimately in the decisive theatre of the war.
Both the British Government and the British Navy
weuld warmly welcome such assistance on a scale
proportionated to the Naval Power of Japan, and
such assistance would contribute materially to the
general advantage of the Allies and to the curtail-
ment of the war. His Majesty’s arsenals and dock-
yvards would be ready to afford every facility for
supplies and repairs to the Imperial Japanese Navy,
and His Majesty’s Government might help to

overcome any financial difficulties if such should
exist.

HEEm EFEQIHY+ I =P EN=KBREEX (D
10 ¢ SRR N DR 1 & a2 IR ERERE =
EHINEEN SED ERNREARN s R SERE = {
REBENHIEE R I REREEHENREN 1@
KE® =FHENENNE YRR A IPNNED

7 EA.#L._Aﬁ ma=
KO¥ R = 8 = ER RVES (B

EEEE QS NKERE | R N fiE
REEE~NE
&I i B
EESEVEERWNENT I ERESKE R K& 1 £)E
MR RER (HER HER N BN JRBROTREN SR
)8 SRR BEREHEEN 5 X # K KR KR
AR CEREENERC N WY R KR RO
EHE NS REN BN R NER R Ao 2
(EHEE KA EHER KR KENREY NS N 1en
B4 X KEEKH CEENEBER RN BEERE
BN A D N D AR YN D (s Sm o N g
10 miHFEEHE IR

l& KOH KOK

B E KOP KOK

K
British Embassy,

TOKYO.
September 3 1914.
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October 17th 1914.
To His Imperial Japanese Majesty’s Minister of
Marine.
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At this crucial stage in the war, I desire to ex-

.@w@mm on behalf of the British Admiralty and

Royal Navy our deep sense of the efforts and
energy with which the Japanese Navy is sustain-
ing the cause of their ally. Japanese ships and
squadrons are everywhere giving us help of in-
valuable character in the search for the enemy’s
ships, in the protection of trade and in the convoy
of troops to the decisive theatre of conflict. All
this apart from the great object of the extermina-
tion of the main German base in the Pacific.

Churchill,

First Lord of the Admiralty.
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October 19th, 1914.
To the First Lord of the Admiralty.
“On behalf of the Imperial Japanese Navy, I
tender my warmest thanks for your sincere and
cordial message. It is a matter of utmost satis-
faction to us both that perfect harmony and under-
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standing exist everywhere between the two Allied
Navies, which strike the true note of the main
cbject of the compact and, which will certainly
tend to hasten the attainment of the ultimate goal.
I earnestly hope that it will not be long before
this end is successfully attained.”

Viece Admiral Yashiro,
Minister of Marine.
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Private and Secret.
Telegram from Sir Edward Grey.
November 2. 1914.
It is two months since you reported to me your

conversation with Baron Kato as to a suggestion
that Japanese troops should be despatched to

for the expenditure which could be entailed by the
despatch of Japanese troops.

an
N
Can you discreetly and informally put these con-
siderations before Baron Kato, and ask His Ex-
cellency whether he thinks that the Imperial Gov-
ernment might be willing to reconsider their

decision?
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The First Lord of the Admiralty is anxious to
transmit the following most secret massage to the
Japanese Minister of Marine:—

“We hope early in the year to be strong enough
to increase the severity of our naval pressure on
the Germans by entering the Baltic.

“By the date in @smmﬁoﬁ net only will Tsingtao
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We quite understeod the reasons why the
Imperial Government were not then prepared to

Europe.

entertain the idea and we did not press the ques-
tion. Now, however, the Japansse Government
doubtless realize that everything depends upon a
decisive result being attained in Europe, and, as
this is the paramount consideration, may be ready
to recongider their earlier decision.

A secondary consideration is that new demands
upon British forces may be entailed by the
It is true that
we shall have considerable new and efficient forces

participation of Turkey in the war.

ready in April and May, but much may happen ere
then, and we ourselves can do little more than
keep up our present strength in the field. The
addition of a Japanese forces in this ecritical
interval would have a very important effect on the
main operations of the war on which everything
depends.

If the Imperial Government were willing to enter-
tain this idea, the fall of Tsing-tao might be an

opportune moment to make a new departure. His
Majesty’s Government would be prepared to provide

have been taken but the outlying German cruisers
will probably have been destroyed.

“We should like our Japanese Allies to lock
forward to the above situation with a view to
congidering how the same powerful aid which they
are supplying in the early pericd of the war may
be caused to play a decisive part in its conclusion.”

Please ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if
he will be so kind as to give this message to the
Mirister of Marine.

British Embassy,
TOKYO.

November 4th 1914.
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Telegram from Sir E. Grey. London dated Nov. 3
You should inform the Minister for Foreign

KE |
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Affairs that in consequence of preparations being
made to attack Egypt, we have taken such action as
we consider necessary to prevent Akaba from be-
ing used by Turkey as a base of aggressive opera-
tions.

As the Turks are on the point of closing the
Shat-El-Arab and taking other hostile steps in the
vicinity, we are also taking action at the head of
the Persian Guif.

We should however be prepared to cease hostili-
ties if HS.W@ sends away the German Military and
Naval Missions. I also prcpose to defer issuing
any preclamation of a British Protectorate over
Egypt until the rupture with Turkey becomes quite
irrevocable, provided that the internal situation
there enables us to carry on without making any
change in the status.

British Embassy,
TOKYO.
November 4th 1914.
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Telegram from Sir E. Grey, dated London,

November 6th, 1914.

Our desire is that, if the Japanese Government
are willing to entertain the idea, a Japanese force
should be sent to take part in the main operations
of war in France, Belgium and Germany in the
same way as our Army is doing, and to fight along-
side of our soldiers on the continent of Europe.

The Japanese force should, of course, be of
sufficient numbers to exercise an appreciable
influence on the attainment of decisive result.

With regard fo the cost at the expedition we
should be prepared to pay all expenses; but as we
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have no information as to the scale on which pen-
sions and provisions for soldiers who may be
incapacitated are to be fixed, we could not promise
to pay the whole of these, although we should be
ready to give a grant in air thereof.

British Embassy,

Tokyo.
November 7, 1914.
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Private and secret.
MEMORANDUM.
In regard to the suggestion confidentially made

by Sir Edward Grey for the dispatch of Japanese
forces to Europe, Baron Kato begs to submit to
His Excellency the British Ambassador the follow-
ing observations.

The Imperial army is organized, as His Excel-
lency the British Ambassador is well aware, on a
conscription system and on the principle of univer-
sal military service. Its sole object is national
defence. The dispatch of the Imperial army far
away from home for purposes other than those
partaking of the nature of national defence is there-
fore incompatible with the fundamental principle
of its system and was never contemplated in its
organization.

Setting aside the question of principle and con-
sidering the proposal in its practical aspect, the
Imperial military authorities are of the opinion
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that for the Imperial army, to participate in the
war of the present magnitude and scale with a
decisive effect, a force of not much less than ten
army corps will have to be sent to Europe. This
means the mobilization and dispatch of the entire
military forces of the Empire and the country will,
as the result, be denuded of its defences. For its
transportation vessels to the amount of something
like two million tons will have to be fitted -out, be-
sides a large supply of ships which will be required
to maintain the rear connection for the transporta-
tion of reserves to make up the wastage, and of
arms, ammunition, provisions, and other muni-
These considerations together with
the difficulty of obtaining requisite funds and

tions of war.

materials make such a gigantic undertaking well
nigh impossible.

Further in order to mobilize the entire military
and dispatch several hundred thousand
abroad the patriotic feelings of the

forces

soldiers

Japanese nation must be raised to the highest pitch.

A foreign expedition which was never contemplat-

ed in the organization of the Imperial army and is,
KEH
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morecver, almost impracticable, can be carried out
only when the national feeling has reached white
heat. Judging from the present state of affairs,
it would be hopeless to lock for the general con-
sent of the nation in this matter and the Imperial
Government cannot, upon laying it before the im-
perial Diet, count upon its approval.

While the Imperial Government have considered
the matter with the most profound sympathy and
sincerity in view of the grave situation prevailing
they are to their extreme regret unable, in the face
of these great and insuperable obstacles to its
realization, to see their way to give satisfactory
response to Sir Edward’s suggestion, and Baron
Kato sinserely hopes that he will understand the
circumstances as a above set forth.

Foreign Office, Tokio,
November 14, 1914.
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November, 15, 1914.

Dear Exceliency

I beg to send you a copy of a Private and Secret
telegram respecting Naval Movements which I
received from London this afterncon. I may add
that I have sent a copy of this telegram to the
Minister of Marine by the hand of the Naval At-
taché to His Majesty’s Embassy in order to save
time. :

Your Sincerely
Amﬁ.smmv Conyngham Greene
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Telegram from the British Admiralty to the
Japanese >Q§Q&.&ﬁ

The destruction of the “Emden’ and the block-
ing of the “Konigsberg”, together with the fall of
Tsingtau have resulted in the Pacific and Indian
oceans being cleared of the enemy, with the excep-
tion of the coast of Chile. In order that the full-
est advantage may be taken of the situation, we
hope and wish that the Japanese Admiralty will
congent to the following arrangements:—

Firstly :—that they will allow their squadron
which is to be concentrated at Guadeloupe to search
for the “Scharnhorst” and “Gneisenau” and to
pursue them;

Secondly :(—that they will make such dispositions
of their squadrons and ships in the Australasian
Archipelago as will be calculated to prevent the
return into the Pacific of the German ships from
the coast of Chile, and so afford protection to the
trade of Japan and Great Britain throughout the
Indian and Pacific Oceans;

Thirdly :—as these operations will not fully oc-

K
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cupy the naval forces of Japan, we ask whether the
Japanese Government and Admiralty would find it
agreeable to send a squardron to the Dardanelles to
blockade the German-Turkish fleet there, and, in
the event of their trying to emerge, to destroy them.
By these means two British battle-cruisers and one
light cruiser of a fast type would be released and
enabled to join the main British Fleet.

If any other method of aiding us in the main
theatre of war is preferred by the Japanese Admi-
ralty, we hope they will inform us; but the above
plan is strongly recommended by us, as it con-
stitutes a self-contained operation of the highest
importance.

If any vessels employed in the last-named oper-
ation were lost, we should of course be willing to
indemnify the mmwwsomo Government; and all facil-
ities for fuel, supplies and docking will be af-
forded by us free of cost to any vessels employed
in European waters.

British Embassy, November 15th

Tokio. . 1914.
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Ministry of the Navy,
18th, Nov. 1914.
To Captain E. H. Rymer R. N.
Naval Attaché,
British Embassy, Tokio.

Telegram conveying the plan conceived by the
British Admiralty, set forth in thres items and
requesting the consent and cooperation of the
Japanese Admiralty, has been duly laid before the
Minister of the Navy and in reply I am ordered to
communicate as follows:—

The arrangements stated in the first and second
items are approved, the purport of which coincides
with that referred by the Chief of the Japanese
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Telegram from Sir Edward Grey.

Please thank the Minister for Foreign Affairs for
the consideration given by the Cabinet to the ques-
tion of sending Japanese troops or ships to Europe
and add that, although the decision arrived at is
regretted by His Majesty’s Government, who do
not consider that the difficulties would be insuper-
able, they quite understand that there are real dif-
ficulties in the way of the realization of the project,
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Naval General Staff in his proposal to the First
Sea Lord of the British Admiralty and the authori-
ties concerned should therefore decide the further
details in putting them inte operation. With
regard to the third item, however, whereas the
nature of the question is obviously different from
that of either the first or the second item, and ac-
cordingly it is deemed inadvisable on the part of
the naval authorities to enter into any direct con-
sultation on the subject, the definite answer will be
given in due course when it is considered by the
Imperial Government.
(signed) N. Taniguchi
. Captain, I. J. N.
A. D. C. to the Minister of Marine.
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and they throughly appreciate the good will with
which the matter has been approached by the
Japanese Government.
British Embassy,
Tokyo.
Nov. 21, 1914.
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Secret.
MEMORANDUM.

On the 15th November, His Excellency the British
Ambassador handed to Baron Kato copy of a tele-
gram to the Japanese Department of the Navy from
the RBritish Admiralty, in which (under heading
three) the Japanese Naval Department is asked if
Japan would find it agreeable to send a squadron to
the Dardanelles to blockade the German-Turkish
fleet  there, and in the event of their trying to
emerge, to destroy them.

Prior to this, on the 4th of the same month, His
Excellency the British Ambassador requested
Baron Kato to transmit to the Japanese Minister of
the Navy a most secret message from the First
Lord of the Admiralty.

The Imperial Navy is, as the British Ambassador
is well aware, organized with the main object of
defending the Empire against the foreign invasion
and of securing Japan’s position in East Asia. It
was not contemplated from the first to send ex-
peditionary forces to distant foreign waters.

us by the articles of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance.
In view of these considerations, the Imperial
Department of the Navy extremely regrets that it
is unable to meet the wishes of the British Admi-
ralty. ,
m.oe&ms Office, Tokio,
November 25th, 1914.
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These facts were personally explained to Sir
Conyngham Greene by Baron Kato on the 9th Sep-
tember last and to Sir Edward Grey on the follow-
ing day by the Japanese Ambassador in London,
and the Imperial Department of the Navy trusts
that they are fully understood by the British -Ad-
miralty. HsAﬁmﬁ however, of the renewed “.cH.of
posal made by the British Admiralty, the Imperial
Government have studied it with the greatest con-
sideration which the importance of the question
demands. They are, however, unable to alter the
In their
point of view Qﬁ, dispateh of a force strong enough
to render the effective assistance as desired by the

decision which dro% have arrived at.

British Admiralty would seriously weaken the

national defence and thereby cause grave uneasiness
and misgivings at home. Moreover, the presence
of the Japanese main fleet in these waters being a
strong factor of guarantee of peace in East Asia,
its removal to the theatre of War in Europe would
render it exceedingly difficult to meet with any
emergency that may arise in East Asia, and to
carry out completely the obligations imposed upon
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Sir W. C. Greene, British Ambassador at Tokio
to Baron T. Kato, Minister for Foreign Affairs.
Private. A ,

September 12, 1914.

With reference to our conversation of the 9th
instant when we spoke of the forthcoming cruise
of some ships of the Imperial Navy in the Marianne,
Marshall and Caroline islands, I am desired by Sir
Edward Grey to acquaint you very confidentially
that an Australian expedition is now on its way to
take possession of the islands of Yap and Nauru
(Pleasant island), and I am to add that Sir Edward
hopes that Your Excellency will be good enough to
see that the cruise may be conducted so as not to
conflict with the operations of the Australian ex-
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pedition.
Yours sincerely,
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Baron T. Kato, Minister for Foreign Affairs to
Sir W. C. Greene, British Ambassador at Tokio.
Tokio, Sept. 12, 1914.
Pray accept my thanks for your letter this morn-
ing the contents of which I have communicated to
the Minister of Navy.
Yours sincerely,
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