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November 16, 1914
British Embassy,
Tokio.
Dear Excellency

I beg to send you a copy of a telegram which I
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R
have received from Sir Edward Grey with reference
to the disposal of the British forces at Tsingtao,
and I shall be obliged if Your Excellency will be so
good as to let me know whether his proposals made
will be agreeable to his Imperial Government.
Yours sincerely,
Conyngham Greene

(EmEat)
+ | R+ HOEHKECEKE 1~ RER-KEQHEFD
Telegram from Sir Edward Grey, London,
dated Nov: 15th 1914.

The War office propose that General Barnardiston
with his staff and the British Battalion (South
Wales Borderers) shall embark at Tsingtau for
home and that one Company of Sikhs shall be left
at Kiaochow until the end of the war.

Please inform the Japanese Government of the
above and enquire whether this proposal will be
agreeable to them.

British Embassy, Tokyo. Nov: 16th 1914.
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November 20th, 1914

+imy o

My dear Ambassador,

I am desired by Baron Kato to send you the en-
closed Aide-Memoire setting forth the reply of the
Japanese Government to Sir Edward Grey’s enquiry
with reference to the proposal of the British War
Office regarding the disposal of the British forces
at Tsingtao.

Believe me,
Yours sincerely,
(signed) K. Matsui
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Aide-Memoire
With reference to Sir Edward Grey’s telegram of
November 15th regarding the disposal of the British
at Tsingtao, which His Excellency the

British Ambassador forwarded to the Minister for

forces

Foreign Affairs under date November 16th, . the
Imperial ,QQ<958@3 intend to leave a garrison
sufficient for maintenance of order and security
of Kiaochou and its neighbcurhood, and they are
inclined to think that it would be more convenient
for practical purposes, if the task were left in the
hands of the Japanese military authorities.
| ﬁowmmw: Office,
Tokio.
November 20th, 1914.
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British Embassy,
Tokio.
November 18, 1914.
Dear Mr. Matsui,

On November 18, I received a telegram from Sir
John Jordan informing me that the Wai Wu Pu had
addressed an identic request to the British and Japa-
nese Ministers that, in view of the leased territory
of Kiacchow having temporarily passed under the
military Control of our two Governments, the latter
should instruct their Military Authorities there to
respect all property of Chinese officials and people
as well as other existing rights pending the return
of the whole territory to China.
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I have now received a telegram from Sir E. Grey
desiring me to inquire what reply the Imperial
Government propose to return to the request of
the Chinese Government. I should be much obliged
if you would be so kind as to let me know.

Yours sincerely,
(Sd.) Conyngham Greene
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My dear Ambassador,

With reference to your note of the 18th inst. and
my reply thereto of the 20th, we are now in receipt
from our Chargé d’Affaires at Peking of a copy of
the identic request in question, and have decided to
instruct him to reply to the Chinese Government in
the following sense:—

The Imperial Government hope that the Chinese
Government will see that the Japanese Military Au-
thorities in the leased territory of Kiaochow have
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Hil1]
already been endeavouring, even without the special
request of the Chinese Government, to protect, as
far as possible, the property and other rights of
the Chinese Officials and People. It is also hoped.to
be understood, however, that the damages on the
above mentioned property and other rights, neces-
sarily caused by military operations, are, from the
nature of things, unavoidable.
Believe me,
Yours sincerely,

(signed) K. Matsui
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