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April 11, 1914.
47, Cadoyan Square, S. W.
Dear M. Inouye.
I venture to ask your Excellency to be so kind
as to read the paper which I enclose.
I hope I am not taking an undue liberty in trans-
mitting it.

PIR
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The signature is that of Sir Andrew Fraser a
fellow countryman of mine in Scotland who has spent
a long life in the public service in India. Sir Andrew
signs as representing a committee who have been
deeply interested and concerned in the trials to which
reference is made.

Your Excellency will observe that no attempt is
made to question the procedure at all, the result of
the trials. The plea put forward is one for mercy.
Some of us who have tried to follow the events as
they took place are deeply interested.

I am,
most faithfully and respectfully,
(signed) Balfour of Burleigh.
®E %)
TN =% — ] WNEREM
BRIEF STATEMENT OF THE
CHOSEN CONSPIRACY CASE (KOREA).

The facts of the case are briefly as follows:~
Between April Ist and June 6 th, 1912, .a prosecution

was instituted against Yang Kitak and a hundred

that they had been extorted by torture. This allega-
tion was not established; and it does not appear to
have been made the subject of special enquiry. The
superior courts, however, took cognizance of the fact
that the confessions had been accepted as true a-
gainst the prisoners, but had not been acted on in
respect of their statements involving other people.

In the Seoul local court, the presiding judge found
‘a hundred and five of the prisoners guilty, and sen-
tenced them to terms of penal servitude varying from
five to ten years.

The prisoners appealed, and on March 20th,1913,
the court of appeal, after a very lengthy hearing of
the case, acquitted ninety-nine out of the hundred
and five, and reduced the sentences on the other six
as follows;~ Baron Yun Chi Ho, Yang Kitak, Im Chi-
chong, Yi Seunghun and An Taikuk from ten years
to six, and Ok Kwanpin from seven years to five.

The case of these six was then brought up be-
fore the Supreme Court. The judges reviewed the
evidence, modified the indictment, and ordered a re-
trial in the Taiku appeal court. In this retrial, all
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and twenty-two other Koreans on the charge of con-
spiring against the life of Count Terauchi, the Gov-
ernor-General. The contention of the prosecution
was that the conspirators not only determined to take
the Governor-General’s life, but also went for that
purpose on more than one occasion. to public places
at which His Excellency was present with the inten-
tion of carrying out their criminal plot. They were,
however, foiled by the vigilance of the police. Ap-
parently Baron Yun Chi Ho was not charged with
any overt act, but only having assisted Yang Kitak
in the conspiracy.

Evidently there was at the first some ammmmosw
enmity at the bottom of these charges; and the pro-
ceedings in the lower courts seemed to be tinged
with this feeling. In the superior courts, however, the
cases were conducted with an evident desire to ascer-
tain the truth and to maintain the dignity of justice.
At the same time, it is clear that the principal evi-
dence against the accused was confessions alleged to
have been made by them to the police when in cus-

tody. These were withdrawn; and it was alleged

the six men were again found guilty, and sentenced
to six years’ penal servitude. The decision was ap-
pealed to the Supreme Court which, on the 9th Octo-
ber 1913,

trial.

confirmed the judgment in the second

Whatever our views may be, and however strong,

regarding the high character of some of the prisoners
and the incompatibility of the charges against them
with their religious profession, it is impossible to ar-
gue the case or criticise the finding of the courts.
The case has, however, deeply interested many of the
warmest friends of the Japanese nation and Govern-
ment; and it would be a very graceful act on the
part of the Government, at the present time of re-
joicing in the coronation of the Emperor, to exercise
the prerogative of mercy in regard to these political
prisoners. It may be confidently asserted that this
could have no other than a good effect, and that it
would give much pleasure and relief to some of the
best friends of Japan.
(signed) A. H. L. Fraser.
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