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British Embassy, Tokyo.
April 20, 1914
(WA= —p )
Monsieur le Ministre,

With reference to correspondence in the past on
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the subject of the Fur-Sealing Industry in the North
Pacific I have the honour to inform Your Excellency
that T am in receipt of a dispatch from His Majesty’s
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs bring-
ing to my notice for communication to the Imperial
Government a proposal which has been made by the
Government of Canada that a Committee of Experts
from Canada, Japan and the United States, should
visit the Pribyloff Islands during the coming summer
to report upon the conditions prevailing among the
Fur-Seal . herd. .
As Your Eecellency is aware, the United States
Government have suspended land-killing on the islands
for five years;but the Dominion Government, while
naturally not questioning the bdona-fides of Messrs.
Elliott and Gallagher, the experts on whose advice
the United States Government have based their action,
are not satisfied with the conclusions reached by
these gentlemen, and point out that naturalists of
unquestioned ability and integrity and of internation-
al standing unanimously agree after long and close
personal study of fur-seal life on the islands that the
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fur-seal is a highly polygamous animal, that the sexes
are born in approximately equal numbers, and that
consequently a large percentage of the males under
5 years of age-when their skins are most valuable-
may each year be killed with positive advantage to
the herds since an excess of bulls on the breeding-
grounds means continuous fighting for possession of
the cows, resulting not only in the latter being some-
times torn to pieces or so injured that their offspring
are still-born but also in the trampling to death of
many helpless pups and in the exhaustion of the viril-
ity and vitality of the bulls themselves.

The only persons holding a different view are
the two experts mentioned earlier in this Note, and
even Mr. Elliott has admitted that the killing of sur-
plus males upon the islands would not harm the herd.
What he does fear is that the Government represen-
tatives in charge might not enforce the regulations
and limit the killing of seals to those authorized by
the Regulations;but if this fear be justified, the re-
medy would, in the opinion of the Dominion Govern-

ment, lie not in the enforcement of a close period to
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the detriment of the Governments interested in the
skins taken but in an effective re-organization of the
United States Government’s staff on the islands.

I am requested to ascertain if the Imperial Japa-
nese Government after consideration of the facts and
views adduced above concur in the recommendation
Should they
concur His Majesty’s Government would be obliged

made by the Dominion Government.

if the Imperial Japanese Ambassador at Washington
could be instructed accordingly.

I avail myself of this opportunity, Monsieur le
Ministre, to renew to Your Excellency the assurance
of my highest consideration.

(Signed) Conyngham Greene. .

British Ambassador
His Excellency
Baron Takaaki Kato,
&c., &ec., &ec.,
H.I. J.M. Minister for Foreign Affairs.
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British Embassy,
Tokyo.
No. 44 May 7, 1914.
Monsieur le Ministre,

With reference to my note No. 36 of :April 20th
last, I have the honour to inform Your Excellency
that I am in receipt of a telegraphic communication
from His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs to the effect that it is considered
very desirable by the Canadian Government that the
Committee of experts which .it is proposed should
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visit the Pribyloff Islands, during the coming summer
I have
the honour therefore to request that if the Imperial

should, if appointed, meet as soon as possible.

Government concur in the recommendation to appoint
such a Committee, the Imperial Japanese Ambassador
at Washington may be instructed accordingly by tele-
graph. .
I avail myself of this opprtunity, Monsieur le
Ministre, to renew to Your Excellency the assurance
of my highest consideration.
(Signed) Conyngham Greene

British Ambassador

His Excellency 4 ,
Baron Takaaki Kato, :
H.I J. M, Minister for Foreign Affairs,
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1. La Société mﬁioaghw de la Croix rouge;

2. La Société de la Croix rouge des Pays de la Ste
Couronne de Hongrie;
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3. L’Ordre teutonique;
4. L’Ordre souverain de Malte, Grandprieuré de Bo-
héme et d’Autriche.
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Légation De Suisse

Tokyo. le 11 Aofit 1914
Monsieur le Baron,

Par notes-circulaires des 30 Avril et 28 Juin 1907,
le Conseil fédéral suisse a eu 'honneur de transmettre
au Ministére Impérial des Affaires Etrangéres une
copie, certifiée conforme, du procés-verbal constatant
que la Grande-Bretagne a déposé a Berne I'instrument
de ratification de la Convention internationale du 6
Juillet 1906 pour I'amélioration du sort des blessés et
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