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No. 47. -
Senator White of Bellingham introduced Friday joint
resolution urging Congress to pass law excluding all

Asiatics as well as Chinese. ,
, Takahashi.
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RESOLUTION.

WHEREAS, according to newspaper reports,
certain influential members of the Democratic
Party, in the State of Washington, recommend
State Senator Henry M. White, of Bellingham, for
Immigration Commissioner of this District; and

WHEREAS, said Henry M. White has recently
introduced a resolution in the Senate, urging Con-
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gress to pass a law excluding all Oriental peoples

from this Country, in like manner as the present
Chinese exclusion; and

WHEREAS, friendly and intimate relations
tending to promote Oriental trade and commerce,

have always existed between the Port of Seattle
and Japan; and

WHEREAS, no racial prejudice or ill-will has
ever arisen towards the Japanese residents of this

City, comprising one-half of the total Japanese
residents of this State; and

WHEREAS, the position of United States Im-
migration Commissioner carries with it great dis-
cretionary power which has always in the past

been impartially and fairly used, and has won the
confidence of the Japanese residents;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:
that we, the undersigned, are opposed to the can-

didacy of said Henry M. White, and we express
our earnest desire that the person chosen United
States Immigration Commissioner for this Dis-
trict, be one hoding no prejudice for or against
any alien race. a

Dated at Seattle, March........ ,1918.
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JAPANESE ASSOCIATION OF
NORTH AMERICA

...................................................

Secretary.

JAPANESE COMMERCIAL CLUB

...................................................

Secretary.

JAPANESE MERCHANTS
ASSOCIATION

President.
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Bellingham, Wash., April 24, 1913.

Mr. C. T. Takahashi,
Seattle, Washington.

Dear Sir:—

‘I am informed that your committee of Japanese
are of the impression that I avoided your ques-
tion when asked if I would give the Japanese the
same treatment as any other foreign nationality.
I want to say that I did not intentionally avoid
any question, and I presumed that I had answered
the question definitely, but if my answer was
misunderstood, I desire to say to you that I will
give the same treatment to the Japanese as I will
give to any other person. I will not discriminate
against the Japanese as a nation or race, neither
will I discriminate against them as individuals.
I will treat them absolutely impartially, and I will
give to them the same treatment that I will give
to any other race or class of people. This is
true whether the protest against my appointment

is withdrawn or not, and no statement is made to )

you as to my official conduct to influence you in

matter was again taken up with the Association,
a meeting called, all the facts discussed, and a full
statement again ‘made as .to your position and the
reason for your introducing the resolution dis-
criminating against the Japanese in the last state
senate. We want to be entirely just to you, but
I think you will agree with me that the record is
one of very stubborn facts. There are many of
us who are ready and willing to give full credence
to your explanation, but the fact that the resolu-
tion was introduced by you, and was a direct dis-
crimination ‘against a particular class of people of
which we chance wo be members, coupled with the
further conditions as they have arisen in Cali-
fornia- has created a sentiment in the association
that you will readily appreciate cannot be easily
overcome. Naturally these men say that you may
be a good man and all that, yet there are many
others who are equally good and who have not
committed themselves thus publicly w\mmmsmﬁ the
Japanese.

It is the general opinion that the substantial

c:mgmmm. interests of the state are nct hostile to
the closest commercial and diplomatic relations

K ZE<HEHIZ~NEER (1) HPN)

HKK
withdrawing your protest, because, if I am ap-
pointed Commissioner of Immigration, I expect
to act independently, fairly, impartially and with-
out regard to favoritism of any kind whatever.

I hope this statement is sufficiently specific, but
if you desire to confer with me further, I will be
glad to meet you and be glad to explain any
matters that may be presented to me.

Yours truly,
H.M. White. (Signed).

(Ewsil)
HRmERKm <M n = %o v-] KRREY
Seattle, Wash., May 6th 1913.

Mr. H.M. White,
¢/o Brown, White & Perringer,
Bellingham, Washington.

Dear Sir:—

I have your letter of the 24th ultimo with
reference to the protest made by the Japanese
Association of North America against your ap-
pointment as Commissioner of Immigration. The

with Japan. Therefore, your resolution, even if
prepared by some one else, does not express the
true sentiment of the substantial business inter-
ests of the state upon this matter. In view of
this fact the association has voted not to with-
draw the protest, believing it would be in the
interest of sE.BQ.uH% not to have a commissioner
whose public acts have been so much in accord
with the very  sentiment that is causing such
national disturbance in California.

We trust you will accept this explanation as a
full statement of your view and we regret exceed-
ingly if any injustice is done you, yet we believe
you will be equally fair and honest with us that if
this is an injustice to you that you in the first
place did a thing which was a great injustice to
us out of which this final action has arisen.

Yours truly,
The Japanese  Association of

North America.

President.
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