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Telegram from Tokio,
received September 30th, 1913.

In view of special relations @wwwaum between Japan
and China, and the general state of affairs in the Far
East, the Imperial Government have no intention what-
ever of complicating the situation by imposing on
China excessive and impracticable demands, which are
not in consonance with the nature and scope of the
incidents in question. While the demands made to
China by the Imperial Government were ooﬁwaonom, to
be the miuimum by them, yet as there might be some
points which the Chinese Government would more or
less find rather difficult to fulfill, the Imperial Govern-
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ment firmly believed that if negotiations were conduct-
ed with sincerity between both parties it would surely
lead to an amicable settlement, without in any way
endangering the relations between the two countries,
which they have been strenuously trying to avoid.-
The Imperial Government had from the first not the
least idea that the present affair would in any way
affect the international relations of China, and give
rise to -a situation which ‘may mnot be in conformity
Under these
circumstances, the Imperial Government having con-

with the Anglo-Japanese -Agreement.

sidered the question -at issue to be one which solely
concerned Japan and China and which they could
settle between themselves, they have not from the
first consulted the British -Government on the maiter.
Considering that the policy of the Imperial Govern-
ment in regard to China is based upon the principles
of the Anglo-Japanese Agreement, the Imperial Govern-
ment will not only consult” with the British Govern-
ment, should any situation arise in China in the future
which might affect the Agreement, but they will not
fail, in accordance- with the spirit of the Agreement,
to exchange views with the British Government on any

HEL
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important matter relative to the international relations
of China.

E®
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Aide-mémoire. ;

" His Majesty’s Government have learnt from Nank-
ing that a serious situation has arisen there in con-
sequence of the demands of the Japanese Government
arising out of the recent murder of their nationals.
It is reported that General Chang has accepted four
out of six demands put forward by the Japanese
Government, but has refused the fifth, which is stated
to be that he should march with 900 men to the
Japanese Consulate and salute, although he had ex-
pressed himself as willing to go himself in uniform
with three of his officers. The Japanese Consul is’
reported to have demanded acquiescence within three
days. Further it is stated that there are now 300
Japanese troops with field guns in Nanking city, and
five cruisers and four destroyers in port. Also that
the garrison at Hankow is being strengthened.

In view of the situation, as described above, Sir
Edward Grey has instructed me to at once call Your

thus give an opportunity to consider jointly the
measures which are most likely to safeguard their
common interests in the most satisfactory manner.
British Embassy,
Tokyo,

28 Sept., 1913
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Excellency’s attention to the Anglo-Japanese Agreement
and to point out that, in regard to any action.on the
part of the Imperial Government calculated to disturb
the status quo in the <m:.m< of the Yangtze or to drive
the Government of China into an attitude which may
end in general foreign intervention, His Majesty’s
Government expect to be consulted as provided for in
Article 1 of the Agreement.

His Majesty’s Government recognize that the
[mperial Government are fully justified in demanding
complete satisfaction for the action taken by the
Chinese against Japanese subjects at Nanking, but, if
the report is true that the Imperial Government is
insisting on General Chang being dismissed, this is a
measure which the Peking Cabinet may find that it
has no means of enforcing, even presuming that it
were willing to do so. The consequence of this may
be a step towards the disintegration of China. I am
accordingly instructed to urge very seriously upon the
consideration of the Imperial Government that, before
they commit themselves to action which may reopen
the whole Chinese question, they should enter into

" communication with His Majesty’s Government, and
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