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Pending further instruction as the result of the
consideration of the Diplomatic Body, you should con-
cert with British Colleague in making strong protest to
responsible military authorities whom we assume to be
Lu Chung Lin against the attempt to close the river
by placing the mines or otherwise obstructing free navi-
gation by foreign vessels and that the interested Powers
reserve themselves the right to take any necessary steps
to prevent such interference.

We are taking steps to convey similar warning to
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the opposing forces through foreign consuls at Tsingtao

and Chefoo and you should so inform General Lu.
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Please communicate to Chinese Military Authority
that the Diplomatic Representatives have urgently pro-
tested against the closing of the port of Tientsin to the
sea by the military action being carried on at Taku
and have demanded the immediate cessation by both
of the mutually hostile factions of the Chinese armed
forces of these acts of obstruction reserving themselves
to collaborate for the protection of foreign shipping
and for the maintenance of free access to the port of
Tientsin should the Chinese Government fail to forthwith
action to that end in fulfilment of the purposes of the
Protocol of 1901.

You should add that an identical communication
is being addressed to the headquarters of both con-
tending parties and that the protective measures in-

dicated above would be applied against either party
IR
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only some five hundred feet wide, and that the pilots
have been notified that shipping will not be allowed in
or out. The port of Tientsin is thus completely closed
to the sea. It further appears that the Tsingtao naval
expedition and the Kuomingchun forces stationed on
the site of the south Taku forts continue an artillery
duel which, of itself, prevents the safe navigation of
the Taku Channel, while hostilities between the Kuo-
minchun and the Fengtien forces have cut the railway
between Tientsin and Chinwangtao.

In the circumstances, communication between Pe-
king and the sea is entirely interrupted, in violation of
the provisions of the Protocol of 1901. The Diplomatic
Representatives aforementioned protest most urgently
against this state of affairs, and demand that the Gov-
ernment of China bring about the immediate cessation,
by both of the mutually hostile factions of the armed
forces of China, of these acts of obstruction to open

communication to the sea through the Taku Channel,
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Peking, March 10, 1926.

Monsieur le Ministre,

On behalf of my Colleagues and myself, the Diplo-
matic Representatives of the Protocol Powers, I have
the honour to bring to Your Excellency’s most earnest
attention that, according to the statements of the local
Chinese authorities at Tientsin, a series of ten electri-
cally controlled mines has been placed in the Taku

Channel near Spit Point Buoy where the channel is

reserving to themselves to collaborate for the protection
of foreign shipping and for the maintenance of free
access to the port of Tientsin, should the Chinese Gov-
ernment fail to take forthwith action to that end in
fulfilment of the purposes of the Protocol of 1901.

I avail B%mm: of this opportunity to extend to Your
Excellency the renewed assurance of my highest con-
sideration.

(signed) W. J. Oudendyk
Minister for the Netherlands
and Senior Minister.
His Excellency
Dr. C. T. Wang,
Minister for Foreign Affairs,
etc., etc.,, etc,
PEKING.
a1 D
e ERIm e R R I R
(EREN)
1K
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Please communicate to Chinese military authority

Bl

that the Diplomatic Representatives have urgently pro-
tested against the closing of the port of Tientsin to the
sea by the military action being carried on at Taku and
have demanded the immediate cessation by both of the
mutually hostile factions of the Chinese armed forces
of these acts of obstruction reserving to themselves to
collaborate for the protection of foreign shipping and
for the maintenance of free access to the port of Tien-
tsin should the Chinese Government fail to take forth-
with action to that end in fulfilment of the purposes
of the Protocol of 1901.

You should add that an identical communication is
being addressed to the headquarters of both contending
parties and that the protective measures indicated above
would be applied against either party without dis-

crimination.

HEERE YK

L M=
BI4<| PR KIHE (HEHED

1= -11]m (HE)

R ¢ @R YUEE N B CREENERE® ) =R
$Uon R R EREETE N EN
R - H 0 IKEE #IKS X ( HW Y =
(G )
11]oe-11 e B HRE BRI S K TR R R 1 1111 )

e
HEGE n = KIS B R R Ok

®1Nnhige =i (8

On March 10th Senior Minister behalf of Protocol
Powers notified Chinese Government of necessity of
removing obstacles to freedom of navigation in and out
of Tientsin either by placing of mines or by gunfire
reserving their right to take action themselves to end
for maintenance of Protocol of 1901 in case Chinese
Government failed accomplish this forthwith.

Through Consular Bodies at Tientsin, at Mukden
and at Tsinanfu similar notifications have since been
conveyed to respective headquarters of forces engaging
in hostilities at entrance of harbor of Tientsin.

Inasmuch as no effect appears to have been given
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as yet to demand of Protocol Powers, the Ministers,
representing countries having naval forces Tientsin,
have agreed that it is desirable that unless free navi-
gation has been restored in time for vessels in and out
of Tientsin by morning tide on Saturday, March 13th,
naval commdanders should notify military authorities in
command of fort at Taku and naval officer in com-
mand of Tsingtao flotilla to following effect:

In ow.m.om maintain general treaty right of interna-
tional commerce and particular right of free access
from Capital to sea as provided by Protocol of 1901,
Powers concerned demand that:

(1) All hostilities in channel from Taku Bar to
Tientsin must be discontinued,

(2) All mines or other obstructions must be re-
moved,

(3) All Navigation signals must be restored and
not further molested,

(4) All combatant vessels must remain outside

SAREY
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Taku and refrain from Interference with foreign ship-
ping, and ,

(5) All searches of foreign vessels except by
customs authorities must be discontinued.

If satisfactory assurances on these points have not
been received by morning tide of Monday naval au-
thorities of foreign Powers will proceed take such
measures as they may find necessary for purpose of re-
moving or of suppressing any obstruction to free and
safe navigation of channel between Tientsin and sea.

Five Ministers above-mentioned nevertheless con-
sider it desirable that naval forces should not unless in
case of absolute necessity resort to gunfire until further

advised.
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