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ARTICLE XXVIL
Tt is agreed that either of the High Contracting
Parties may demand a revision of the Tariffs and of
the Commercial Articles of this Treaty at the end of
ten years from the date of the exchange of the rati-
fications; but if no such demand be made on either
side and no such revision be effected within six
months after the end of the first ten years, then the
Treaty and Tariffs, in their present form, shall re-
main in force for ten years more, reckoned from the

end of the preceding ten years, and so it shall be at

HO|
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the end of each successive period of ten years.
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thereto, as well as the Supplementary Treaty of October
8, 1903, and the annexed Notes.

2. The Japanese Government gladly take note of the
assurance contained in the Waichiaopu’s communication
that the present proposal has been actuated solely by
the desire to promote relations of friendship between
Japan and China. Fully and sincerely they share that
desire. They have, on more than one occasion, made
clear their settled intention of extending every rea-
sonable assistance to China towards the attainment of
her legitimate national aspirations. The two nations
have so much of their essential interests in common.

Nothing would be more gratifying to the Japanese
people than to see China enjoying the blessings of
peace and good government within her borders, and
taking her rightful place in the family of nations.

3. In support of the proposal now advanced, reference

is made in the Waichiaopu’s note to Article 26 of the

Treaty of Commerce and Navigation of 1896, which,
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Memorandum
The Japanese Government have submitted to their
careful examination the communication of the Wai-
chiaopu under date of October 20, proposing revision
of the Treaty of Commerce and Navigation of July 21,

1896, between Japan and China, and the Notes annexed

in its English text, agreed upon as the ruling text,
reads:

(Quote full English text.)
4. The Japanese Government are happy to accede to
the request of the Waichiaopu made in pursuance of
the provisions of this Article, and are ready to enter
into negotiations with the Chinese Government for a
revision of the Tariffs and of the Commercial Articles
of the Treaty of 1896.
5. On the other hand, the same note of the Waichiaopu
contain passages giving rise to the presumption that
what is now proposed is a fundamental revision, not
only “of the Tariffs and of the Commercial Articles”
of the Treaty of 1896, but also of the entire Treaties
and Notes in question. It seems that a request for
such comprehensive revision is neither contemplated
nor sanctioned in any of the existing stipulations be-
tween Japan and China.

6. The Japanese Government, however, have no in-
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tention of limiting the scope of the forthcoming nego-
tiations to the questions defined in Article 26 of the
Treaty of 1896. Without prejudice to their legal po-
sition in the matter, they are willing to consider sym-
pathetically the wishes of the Chinese Government for
a more extensive revision of treaty provisions, and they
are confident that the same sense of moderation will
mark China’s action.

7. There is one more passage in the Waichiaopu’s note
at which the attention of the Japanese Government has
been arrested. It declares in effect that if the conclusion
of a new Treaty be not effected within six months,
the Chinese Government will be compelled to define
and to announce their attitude on the Treaties hitherto
in force, and that they expressly reserve to themselves
all rights to which they are duly entitled in this regard.
The Japanese Government are unable to conceal from
themselves a sense of disappointment at such terms of

reservation. The implication involved in this paragraph
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does not seem to be entirely in line with the spirit of
mutual confidence and helpfulness which alone can
ensure the success of the proposed negotiations. At all
events, the Japanese Government feel it due to frank-
ness to state that their acceptance of the proposal for
a revision of treaties between Japan and China is not
to be construed as an acquiescence in any asserted
right of China in respect of which reservation is made

in the Waichiaopu’s communication.
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